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lon. Sir JA-MES MITCHELL: Cows are
bving killed ini the country to-day that should
bW kept for daiiiirprpose ;. and I assure the
Minister that hie ean get cows the owners of
which are not supplying cream to established
faetories.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses0 3 to 3-agreed to.

Title-greed to.

ll reported withouat amendment, and the
rejport adiopte1.

House afdjournled of 10.19 P.M.
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The PRE S[OEY'f took the Chair at 4.30
pi.,.. and read prayers.

BILL-WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR . AND AGENCY CO,,
LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

Selea Conmmittee's Report.

Hun. .1. 'NI ('WL0SON (Metropolitan)
broeight up the report of the select committee
appointed to inquire into the Bill.

Report reaud-
Ron1. J. NI('lHit),SCIN moved-
That the consideration of the report be

mnAde ain Order or the flay: when the. Vill is
3n Commrittee.

Qtuestion ptut andu passed.

1,

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

(hialir Settlers Advances.
[.and 'lax and Income Tax Act Amend-

mentii.
Received frrnu the Assembly.

ASSENT TO BILL.

i~essagle fromn the lieiteant-Governor re-
teived and read notity ing assent to the Sup-
pldv lull (.No. 1). £C1,9113,500.

MINING INDUSTRY-GOLD BONUS.

Ilessae iecired from the Assembly noti-
i'viiig th at it had concurred in the Council's
r-esolultion.

QUEST ION-ADDRES S -IN- REPLY
DEBATE.

BHon. JAV. KJRIVAN (without notice)
Oskuti lie CJolia-l Secretary: When does
the Minister desire that the Address-in-reply
debiate should he closed?

The COlNAL~ SECRETARY replied:
As I hare mientioned to several members, it
is my desire that the debate should close
to-n ight. We have some important legisla-
Jon awraitin- consideration, and the debate
has already extended over several weeks. It
is not muy desire to curb discussion in any
wray, hult I think we should be able to close
the debate to-night, and I ask the co-opera-
tion of the House in that object. Of course,
the closing of the debate to-nignt Could be
obviated if we were to 'sit to-morrow night
ibut, having in view the convenience of coun-
try members, I do not wish to sit to-morrow
night.

QUESTION-LIGHT LANDS. REPORTS.

Hon. "W. T. GLASHEEN asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Will he lay on thle Table
t he progress reports of 'Mr. TL. A. Bostoek
onl light lands?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
The file contaning the reports biy Mr. L. A.
Rostoek onj light lands is available for per-
usal by mnemrbers at the Lands Department.
It is necessary that the reports should re-
main iii the department, as they lir6-iequired
for investigations- -by a committee when
crompleted.
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ADDRBSS-IN-REPLY.

2celf th flay.

Debate resumed from previous day.

RON. W. H. KITSON \Ve.~t) [4.40]:
Before speaking to the motion I desire to
associate uiysvi sincerely with the many
feelink references wnade by previous speak-
ere to the untimely death of the Hon. J. A.
Greig. At all times I found the late hon.
member willing to render every assistance
to me as a new member, and I feel sure that
my experience in that respect has been the
experience of all members who entered the
House after Mr. Greig's election. I should
also like to add miy quota. to what iras been
said iii regard to our new member, Mr.
Glasheen. After having beard him ma ke his
maiden speech in the HRouse, T am confident
he will add to the prestige of the Chamber
and will bring, to bear on the many subjects
that come before us a keen deliberation that
will be of the utmost use to other members.
I feel sure that he also will receive the same
kindly consideration from other members
that I received on first entering the House.
Coming to the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply, it is widely recognised
that we in this State are faced with many
huge problems arising chiefly from the fact
that our territory is so large and our popu-
lation so small. In the final' analysis, how-
ever, those problems -resolve themselves into
one of finance. That being so, it is gratify-
ing to know that the Premier, on his visit
to the Old Country, made good in every way.
Also it was pleasing to learn from him on
his return that this State can bold- its own
with any State in the Commonwealth in re-
spect of its credit in the Old Country, and
that our development policy meets with the
Approval of those in a position to assist us
with our finances. I was pleased to read in
a statement by the Premier a few days ago
that, as the result of our new migration
agreement, money would be available at the
rate of 1 per cent. for the first five years,
and at one-third of the ordinary rate of in-
terest for the next succeeding five years. I
agree with an hon. member who, speaking
as a business man, said it would he good
policy on the part of the Government to
obtain as much money as possible at so low
a rate of interest. If it is true that our
problems are primarily of a financial nature,
and if the country is to make the same pro-
gress in the future as it has done in the im-

mediate past, it %%ill be of untold advantage
to us to bare as much of that money as pos-
sible. One further advantage I see in the
new agreement is that money obtained under
it is not necessarily limnited to land settle-
meat. If we can use that money in other
directions such as the building of railways,
etc., it will he of great advantage to the
State if the Government can avail themselves
of such a magnificent opportunity. During
the last few years we have made wonderful
all-round progresi in the agricultural dis-
tricts. The State has increased in general
prosperity with regard to almost all sections
of the :ommunity. I cannot say, however,
that this applies to the workers as a -whole.
Notwithstandling our l)1osperiy, We have a
great majority of our workers still on the
bread line, It is remarkable that, whilst our
primary industries bare been so suiccessful
of recent years for many months of this
year we have had an acute unemployment
problem. I agree 'with Mr. Dodd when he
said there is no miore sad sight than to see
able-bodied men who are willing to daL any
work that is offering, without the oppor-
tunity of getting it. It is a pity we cannot
arrange things a little better in order that
in this season of the year, when work is
ordinarily slack, there iay be still left certain
work to which these men may be put. Dur-
ing the last month or so the problem has
been particularly acute in Fremantle. One
reason for the position is that we have bad
a rather large influx during the past 12
months of men drawn from southern Euro-
pean countries, who have drifted into the
different centres and have had no difficulty
in obtaining employment A few days ago
I read the report of the secretary of the New
Settlers' League, furnished after a tour of
the country districts. He reported the re-
markable position that whilst there were
large numbers of these southern Europeans
in the country, they were all in employment.
Atbough there is a fair amount of unem-
ploynient in the country districts, it is con-
fined to Britishers. It is strangu that -we
should ind such a position in 'Western Auts-
tralia, which is eryin- out for development
iu so many different wys. I trust that some
mneans wrill he found wlherely the great ma-
.jority, of unemployed mnay he absorbed in
productive work, If the policy of the Gov-
ernment. is Allowed fulil swav, I ant sure that
within. the uext fewv znonth<i there will he
ttrcat improvement. We find it necessary in
Order to develop our uprumury properly, to
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build new railways and provide better facili-
ties at our ports for the purpose of deal-
ing with the increased p~roduction. If that
policy of development is continued, the ques-
tion of unemployment will to a large extent
be remedied. I know there are many uvnm-
ployed in Perth. Quite a large percentage
of them are men who in years gone by have
followed seasonal occupations, hut who to-
day find it almost impossible to secure such
employment. They have drifted into the
city, which is the only place where they can
get information as to work being available.
One cannot blame them for doing this. It
has been asked why they do not go back to
the country where there is plenty of work.
It is no use merely saying that to a mnin
who may be married and have children, un-
less he can also he told in what part of the
country he can get work and be assured that,
"xhen he goes there, it w'ill be available for
him. Many men have told me that if I could
inform them where they could get work,
they would he prepared to go and ask for it.
If the southern Europeans have no dliffictilty'%
in obtaining work in the eountrv ceutres.
while the Britishers. find every difficulty* in
doing so, it is not surprising that the mn
should demand of the onvernment that if
they cannot give them work they should
find sustenance for them. The problem1 of'
unemployment is world-wide, And perhaps
in no country hans it assumed such serious
nroportions as in England. There they have
initiated the dole system and we know that
it is having a demoralising effect on the
people. Large numbers of young men in
the Old Country have had no employment
since they left school. Many of them are
quite unsuitable for the class of work wd
would expect them to do if they came to
assist us in developing this State. We have
very few secondary industries, and fthere i4;
no chance of absorbing any number of t'.ese
mnen in that way. It is up to the Govern-
ment to devise means, whlereby the unerns-
played in our ou-n State mar' be provided
with work, rather thant they should be al-
lowed to remain in the city, where they hare
the right to demand either work or the
wherewithal to live. I am pleased that, not-
withstanding the report of the Royal Con-~
mission on group settlement the Government
have deided to go on with the scheme. I
have visited many of the groups. While 1
appreciate the fact that a large percentage
(.f those who are under the group system will
never make successfnl farmers, .I think if

we retain only 50 or 60 per cent. as sue-
cessful fanuers in the South-West, th(
schemet will have justified itself. Having
read a fair amount of the eOidenee taken b3
the Commission, I think, on the facts pre-
sented to them, they were justified in put-
ting forward such a report. I am sure that
with the experience of the last two or threE
years, and the knowledge that has been
gained of the possibilities of the South-West
lands, there is no conrse open to the Gov-
ernment other than to continue the policy.
I believe that within the next few years the
State and the Commonwealth will reap) a
great benefit a-, a result of the scheme.

Hon. E. H. Harris: flo you agree with
the findings of the Commission?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I agree with most
of them. It is not likely in view of past
experience that the mistakes that have oc,-
eurre-1 will he rep~eated. I have spent -a
number of years in the South-West doing
the kind of work that most of the group
settlers ar-e expected to do. I know mnany
of the difficulties confronting the individual,
whlo has no Capital, in his effort to carve
out a home in heavily timbered country.
The only satisfactory wny of settling the
country with Menl who have no capital is
through the group settlement schemec. A
large percentage of the men who are not
likely to make good uinder the sceme should
never have been sent to the State to take
part in its development. There are men who
have had no practical experience in farming
or the class of work they have to undertake.
They cannot adapt themselves to the ife.
Unless we can secure men who can do this.
it is not likely they will mnake a success. I
was specially interested in the statement
made by the Premier in regard to certain
men who have come to the State, and are
in two groups in the South-West. I refer
to those who spent a few months at the
Catterick training farm in England. They
are. ex-service men and put in six months'
training. They were taught a number of
things that will he useful to them in this
State. and given instruction in almost every-
thing, with the exception of the use of the
axe in clearing heavy timber. These par-
ticular men have made bigger progress than
any other type of settlers who have been
brought to this State. They have shown
that although they had no fanning exper-
ience prior to their training at the farm,
they have been able to adapt themselves to
local conditions, and have given absolute
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proof that it will not be long before they
reach the productive stage and will become
successful tanners. If as much care had
been uxercised in the selection of migrants
as has been exercised in the case of these
men, we should never have had the same
percentage of those who are not likely to
make good, such as are indicated by the
Royal Commission's report. I believe that
at Catterick the men are given two or three
weeks in which to show whether they are
likely to be suitable to the life and, if they
do not come uip to the test, their places are
taken by others. That is as it should be.

Hion. J. Duffell: What becomes of them
thenI

Hon. WV. H. KITSON: They go back to
some other form of employment in the Old
Country. We are prepared to give to every
man who comes here, with the desire to
carve out a home for himself in the South-
West, every opportunity to make good.
But it is absolutely useless, and it is false
economy to say that because a man thinks
that if he is given the opportunity, he will
make good. We allow him to come to this
country without any restrictions whatever,
and we are prepared to spend money on him
in the vain endeavour of making a suitable
settler of him, when he way not have any
bent in that direction. Naturally, that man
drifts into the city and he adds to the un-
employment problem. Ther~efore, one of the
secrets of the success of the scheme of set-
tlement lies in the proper selection of men
in the Old Country, men who have shown by
a period of training such as that given to
them at Catterick that they arc fitted for the
particular occupation it is intended they
shall follow. I have already stated that we
have very few secondary indauries, It is to
be regretted that that is so, and I trust that
in the near future we shall see efforts made
to establish those industries here. It we
have more secondary in'luti-ties we shall
not have the problem we are faced with at
the present time of heing compelled to find
suitable occul ations for our 'youths. It has
been stated in this Chamber that many of
our youths, and perhaps the brightest of
them, when the time comes Arthemi to find
suitable employment, are compelled to leave
the State in order to become :somjething
more than unskilled workers. While that
position obtains we shall have a tepetition
of the trouble we have at the present time,'
namely, a big number of young fellows to
whom we can only say, "There is but one

opportuinity for you in this Stat;, and that
is to go into the country."

Hon. V. Hamnerstey: Is that not due to
the Arbitration Act?

Hon. WV. H. KITSON: I do not think
so.

lion. A. J. H. Saw: Or that the unions
will not allow piece work.

Hon. WV. U. ITSON: Nor that either.
Mr. Hamersley alluded to the Arbitration
Act, I suppose in regard to the limitation
of the employment of apprentices, and so
on. He must know that most of the Arhi-
tration Court awards provide certain con-
ditions under which apprentices shall work
at the differeat trades. I am safe in saying
that there is nothing like the number of
apprentices in Western Australia that we
should have.

Hon. H. Stewart: The Government are
the biggest defaulters.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I do not know
whether that is so, but I know that in some
of the Government establishmnents, such as
the Midland Junction Workshops and the
Implement Works, there is room for a
larger number of apprentices than are to be
found there employed at the present time.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Thtre must he a
very good reason for not employing a big-ger
number, and that reason is n1ot difficult to
seek.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: If we are to sue-
cessfnlly establish secondary industries
in the State, and if we are to assist, pro-
gress and development generally as we
should do, it is necessary that we pay atten-
tion to two or three outstanding matters.
First of all, I would refer to the question of
cheap power. We find that in most coun-
tries where it is possible for manufacturing
concerns to obtain cheap power, that those
countries are receiving the atlention of men
and institutions with capital who are pre-
pared to take advantage of that l articular
fact. Those countries, whore it is possible to
obtain cheap electrical power are going
ahead by leaps and bounds. One could in-
stance quite a number at the present
time where every effort is being made
to provide cheap power, and where
large industrial concerns are- either estab-
lished or about to be established. This
refers niot only to lurape and America
but to Australia as -well. People are
looking out for' suitable siteg whereon to
establish theiselves so that* they may be
able to comrete against whoever may he al-
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ready established there. In Western Aus-
traliar we have Such a large territory that
lire problemn is one that will have to be
faced in the near future. I have every syrn-
patliy with our South-West members in
their efforts to secure somne recognition fromn
the Government with regard to what is eoni-
n ioII known as tire Collie jiow e-r schene. If
that scheme could he brought to fruition, it
would he responsible for rapid development
in that part of the State: it -would probabl 'y
be responsible for opening upi a large areat
01 counitry', 1111( protluetioi1 there would be
increased runny tiflt&, ill addlitionr to which,
there wririld Ire anl inentive t. maninufacturrers
1' lbe inii operations there. We have the coal
puid tie writer, andu everylhiiw that is neces-
.ary to ierrir it 41the i 'rodt114 ieul of1 cheapl

porwer. Experience hars shown that wherever
youi are in a jiosifion to produce cheap
lower, it is not very long brefore the particu-
lar local ity forges ahead. In addition toecheap
powver it is necessarY tihat wve pay atteii-
tion to qijiik and otlertive Ira lr~jt' WeV have
a big railwaty seivice aunt our lines cover
grTeatI distances. imafortlirnately, however,
inrrrrv of those lines were tnicl clown for a
differenit pinrpos* fromr tha~t for which they
aire i'tilised to-da 'y, and the consequnene
a, that ill IIly lse, riolut-v ;tiid livestock
are carried Oveor a:11mrreir trcater distance
til is, actirally a . c '1 :r It' we arne to)
ecompete in respect of primary piroducts, with
other rounti'ties it i'". llr&'s.-nrrIv 1. V' altenl-
tiror to tis- fret and erul.;x .rr to see tliat
orur iirirdlice whrichr comles froml inland is
rakeir to the ports4 hr the shortest possible
roAutes.

Ifoll. .\. B-lrVil Alri 1-q Irle lnatural
ports.

Ron. AV. fl. IKi'I'SON I amn not going
to find farIll with the hoir. miejunber's desire
to teedI the natiril1 ports of thle State. I
agree wih him. lanvcver, w'ron I say there is
plenty oft rIoI for derelopirent at all the
ports, not only Xlbany riu }'rcniantlc bit
fluninry and Gcraldton as well.

Hion. E. H. Hfarris: Did y-oul forget Es-
peraiiee9

Hon. AV. H. KCITSONK: And Esperane
also. I ami pleased that thie Commonwealth
Government have seen fit tVi nmake available
to the State the serviees of that distinguished
engineer, Sir George Ru-.hanrrn. I had the
pleasure of meetingr himt a few days
ag~o a fter his arrival hePre, and f
listened to the views lire had to ex-
press,. Oeripy inz s~n prominent a. piosi-

tion inl the eneineering wvorld, as he does,
ah ter haviring wade at thorough survey of the
liarhours of the State1 I feel sure the advice
lire may hrave too ulfer %%-ill prove at advrt-
age to the Government. I ruinl convinced
tlrnt ii' it is Atl All p)ossible to sulgest airy
till] WVirvecrt irr our irretlods, Sir George
ltitchairrit is tihe man11 capable (At otfe-irrg
those surggestiorns. .1 also feel sure that lie
will lie only too pleased to inake recoin-
jucirdo I ions that will be in the best interests,
it' thre Stale for, not only the present time,
but rar nirrny years dread. It is necessary
thrat we should look at those problems, nut
frointhIe pornt of view of what is required

to- iylnt from wirat will be required in,
say , 15 ir 201 years ' timne. I think it was
Mr. Glrisheeri who suggested that we should
have aI broad visiori and not look at any-
tiitg fromn tihe parochial point of view.
Tliat is xcrx' good sentiment and I feel sure
umemnlers will, endeavour to look at the
problems thrrt are no0w facing us irorn the
State point of view, and no other. The
developmunrrtal policy oif thre presenlt CTov-
ersuneint, and also th at of the previons Gov-
ernmlent, proves to us that we have men at
thre head of affairs who are possessed of
broad vision, mien who are eadeavouring to
pla4ce4 this COILltry. Viii the positionl that ill
101 Or 20 Years' time, those who tallow -will
be Ale to say tihat a good foundation was
taid. The (government have before thern
an rather big problein in respect of1 educea-
tion. In one or two districts thrat I have
visited draring recent months, .1 hav-e been
told, arid 1 know it to be a fact, that it is
hardly possible for children to receive thrat
education that is given to the child inl the-
metropolitan area. InI small scattered corn-
rinities, in many eases miles from rail-

ways'4, it is iiecessery that the Government
shrourld do their best to provide facilities so
thrat tire children there may have the op-
porit nity of receiving that education whichi
t clrinia every child is entitled to receive.
ft may not lie possible to give them exactly
the same education that is imparted to the
children inl the metropolitan area, hut it is
possible to at least give them the oppor-
tunity to learn, and I feel sure that the.
rGovernmnt and the 'Minister for Educa-
tion are doing all that can he done in that
direction. I trust that the policy' that has
been adopted in the past will be continued,
that wherever it is shown there are chil-
dren, efforts will be made to provide edirca-
tional facilities;. Whilst om that questio'a;
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may% I mention thle fact that high schools
havt' been established in several centres. of
ikev State and that Fremuantle is without
-n, Mt ihe present time it parents desire
their children to obtain technical education
or dint they should attend a secondar '
'0100l, it "- necessary in practically all
vase, to send[ them to Perth. In view of
the fact that high schools hare been estab-
lished in many centres; and also remember-
ing- that tile population of the metropolitan
a rea tins increased considerably in recent
years, it is only right that some provision
should be made for tile establishment of at
high school at Frem antie. I trust the Goy-
eminent -will give consideration to this
request.

lion. iI. Stewart: Is there a Iiih svhmool
at Geraldton 9

lion. W. 1. KITSON: I do not think so.
I admit that ev-ery effort has been mnade' t,
improve the acconnuodation for children ii,
the Fremnantle primary schools, hut there
is still room for further improvement whet e
the accommodation is hardly sufficient for
the number of scholars. However, there
is a pressing need for a high school, and it
would be a boon to the people of Freman tle
if the Government established one there,
as they hare done at Albany, For muany
years there has been a shortage in the
muetropolitan area of houses suitable for the
average worker. The big increase in the
cost of building has made it almost im-
possible for the general run of workers to
secure homers of their own. Under the
workers' homes scheme every worker Las
an opportunity to secure a home of his own
provided the Government have sufficient
money to meet the demands. I do not knowv
what the intentions of the Government are,
hut I hope they will provide additional
money for workers' homes. Seeing that the
scheme pays for itself, the Government
would be well advised to extend it as early
as possible. Another need of Fremantle is
a dock.

lIon. V. Hanicrsley: An effort was made
to construct one some years ago.

Hon. W. H. KIT SON: If we are going-
to compete with other countries in primary
production, the port facilities must be com-
plete and up to date.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Did not we read that
the shipping people did not want a dock?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Yes; that is one
reason why I wish to stress this matter.

We have been reminded that years ago an
attempt was made to construct a dry dock
at Fremantle-

Hon. C. F. Baster: It turricil oat to hei
a wet one, did it cot-?

iion. w. Fi. Ku~iTs: And that a
quarter oY a million of money was lost iii
the attempt. That is not the first eliorL
which has been Made by a Community to
mneet some great need and which has proved
impracticable. I am not putting forward
a plea for a dry dock, but I am pleading
for docking facilities for the chict seaport
of thle State. No harbour can be considered
up to date unless it has facilities to deal with
any shipping that may enter it. Dr. Saw
inquired whether the shipping people were
not against the proposed dock. When a
deiitit~i o waited upon the Premier recently,
a deputation representative of praceically
every ,.cctiori of the F'remnantle community
With the exception of the, Overseas Shipping-
Association, that body had sent a. letter to
the Premier stating that there was no neces-
sity for a dock at Fremnan tlc. The real rea-
son for the letter was not that there was no
necessity for a dock, but that those ship-
owners were afraid that once a dock was
provided, some of the port charges would be
increased. They at present are getting their
ships docked in other parts of the world
where labour charges are lower than they
are here. Sir George Buchanan, speaking
at the Fremantle civic reception, said there
were three aspects to consider when dealing
with engineering problems. The first was
the eng.ineering aspect, and he said there
were no eng-ineering difficulties as a rule.
There was 'the financial aspect, and
though that might present some diffi-
culty, it could usually be overcome. Then
there was the question of vested interests,
which he said he found constituted the hard-
eat nut of all to creek. I am satisfied Sir
George Buchanan was correct. Vested in-
terests were behind the letter sent to thie
Premier. They know full well that if a dock
is provided at Fremantl% the ships that are
now sent to the Eastern States, to Singsapore
or to Sourabaya for docking purposes will,
if docked at Fremantle, involve them in
heavier expense. They do not like to think
that work being done in the Eastern Statesg
might he done in Western Australia. They
know that a ship could be docked more
cheaply at Sourabaya than here. We should
ignore their opposition, and insist upon our
Site harbour at Premantle being equipped
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with the best facilities for dealing with any
shipping that might utilise the port.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not you think the
money could he used to better advantage in
other directions, seeing that money is so
tights

Hon. W. H. KITS ON: According to the
Premier, we shall be able to securii at a low
rote of interest all the money we need for
development purposes. There is a good deal
of truth in the Premier's statement in an-
other place that our borrowing on loan ac-
count is limited only by the ability of the
people to pay the interest and sinking fund.
If it is possible to secure money at 1 per
cent. for five years, and at one-third of the
ordinary interest rate for a further period
of five years, we should take advantage of
it. There is no better way in which we can
ntili, e loan money than by providing facili-
tics to enable the chief seaport to handle the
increased production that will result from
the land policy now operating in this State.
We can look forward to the time when Fre-
mantle will occupy an important position
relatively to the Commonwealth. A friend
of mine stated the other day that there was
no reason why Fremantle should not become
the Marseilles of the Commonwealth. I
agree wvitb him. The day will come when we
shall have through trains from the Eastern
States to Fremantle, and Fremantle will be
the terminus for most of the overseas boats,
transport between Fremantle and the East-
emn States; being done by interstate vessels.
It is as well for us to look ahead and prepare
for those eventualities. In the course of
years, and as the State progresses, the pre-
s ent facilities at Fremantle will be inade-
quate to cope with the increased production
of the country.

H3on. J. W. Kirwan: Do you believe in
centralisationY

Hon. W. H. ]KITSON: I cannot say that
T do, but it is necessary to adopt a policy ot
centralisation in some things if we are going
to provide the cheapest and best methods for
handling the produce of the State.

.Hon. A. Hurvill: Are you aware that
a: dock could he built at Albany for one
quarter of the price of a dock at Fremantle?

Hon. E. H. Gray: No.
Hon. W. H. RJITSON:- I think the hon.

ihember is incorrect; the dock 'I speak of
could he supplied at the same cost any-where
on the coast where there was a harbour to
4eecommiodate it. T look forward to the time
when Western Australia wrnl carry a much

larger population than it has at present,
when we shall be able to compete not only
witb the Eastern States, but with other coun-
tries of the world, and when we shall he pro-
ducing of commodities that we now import
more than sufficient to supply our own needs.
At present we are sending a tremendous
amount of money out of the State every year
for commodities that could be raised within
the State. I trust that the points I have
mentioned will receive the close attention of
the Government. The Government should
receive the full eupport of this House in any
legislative proposals to assist the develop-
ment of the country, and more kindly con-
sideration should be extended to legislation
designed to improve the industrial conditions
of the workers.

Hon. J. Rt. Brown: You cannot expect
that.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: What a terrible
pessimist!

Mon. W. H. KITS ON: I am sufficiently
optimistic to think that in matters vitally
affecting the workers, such as the industrial
laws, this House, after having beard the
arguments in favour of the suggested
changes, will conclude that the workers are
entitled to consideration. Country members
have frequently stated that farmers are en-
titled to all aorta of consideration because
of their distance from the metropolitan area
and the life they lead. If that applies to
the farmer, it applies equally to the worker.
If we expect the worker to go into the coun-
tiny to do the development work required
there, while all the time the farmer is build-
ing up his capital value, it is necessary that
the worker should be given the best possible
conditions. This can be ensured only by
passing industrial laws to compel every em-
ployer in the country to give to workers
similar conditions to those obtaining in the
towns. If agricultural workers were treated
better than they are treated in many eases,
we would not have the number of complaints
that we receive at present.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You do not get com-
plaints from the good worker; they come
only from the shirker.

Ron, W. H. KITSON: I have had com-
plaints this week from a man who is as good
at worker as there is in the State. He went
to a job in the couintry that was su~pposed
to last for three months, blit he said that
after the first week, the conditions were such
that he would not keep a pio under them.
When he asked for an alteration, ha was told
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by his employer that if he was not satisfied,
he knew what to do.

hon. C. F, Baxter: There may be iso-
lated cases like that. You find them in every
industry.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: If necessary, hun-
dreds of other eases could be adduced.

lion. C. F. Baxter: No.
Hon. F. E. S. WVilimoft: Very well; we

will take Tom Walsh as a fit and proper
person to be tile mouthpiece of the Labour
Party.

I-Ion. WV. H. KITSON: In too miany cases
no provision is made for anything like decent
accommodation for the men who are expected
to do the development work of which the
farmer is to reap the full benefit. If farm-
ers would give a little miore attention to
that kind of thing, they would get far better
work done than they now get in many cases.
Moreover, it would lead to a considerable
difference in the relationship existing be-
tween the farmers and men quite capable of
doing farm work.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Thle farm worker has
the easiest billet of nl;. lie sits down to all
his work.

1-thu. W. H. KITSON: That may be, but
fromi what I hare learnt and have seen, there
is room for considerable improvement. In
conclusion I desire to congratulate thbe Gov-
emninent on the position in which the State
finds itself after their first year of office.
I am not going to suggest for one mioment
that they are responsible for the whole of
thle improvement. However, the Govern-
ment as a whole and Ministers individually
are deserving of the best thanks of this
Chamber for the way in which they have
attended to their duties. They have en-
deavoured to do their utmost on behalf
of the State, and I trust that this Chamber
during the present session will assist them
as far as possible in the developmental policy
which is now in force.

HON. A. J. H. SAW (Mfel ropolitan-
Suburban) [5.37)]: It had not been my in-
tention to inteirvene in this debate, but my
attention has been drawn by a friend out-
side to certain remarks which fell from Mr.
Gray on the occasion of his speech a few
days ago. Unfortunately I was not in the
House at the time, having been called away
to the country on an urgent matter;, but I
have taken the opportunity to read the news-
papers. I gather that Mr. Gray took me
rather severely to task on account of an in-

terject ion I made whilst Mr. Potter was
speaking Mr. Potter had been alluding to
the recent tearoom strike, and there was an
interjection-f romn Mr. Brown or Mr. Rickey
-to the effect that it had been a bloodless
affair. Then there was a further interjec-
tion from me that the affair was bloodless
enough owing to the anaemia. action of the
Governmtnt. I must admit at once that I
might have esprcsscd myself miore clearly
than I did. However, I do not think any
mnember oif the H-ouse exeept 'Mr. Gray
thoughlt that by that interjection I1 meangt
that 1 would be glad to see the streets of
Perth reeking with the blood of the strikers.
I c;an assure Mr. Gray that, like Mr. Potter,
I have seen far too much blood shied during
the last ten years to wish to see any more.

* There i nothing I rlaaiire more ardently
than that we shalt have peace both abrond
and at home. I intended to convey by toy
interjeetioii exactly what Mr. Kirwan stated
hie had understood me to infer. I thank Mr.
Kit-wan for patting before the House at
that time, whilst Mr. Gray was speaking, ex-
actly what he thought had bean my intention.
I had intended to convey by Tay interjection
that the bloodlessness was on the part of the
Government, that it was the Government that
were both bloodless and anaemnia; and I will
go still further and say that not only were
the Government bloodless, but they were per-
fectly spineless, belonging to the order of
invertebrates. As I have been challenged on
this subject, I am going to take up the time
of the House for a few minutes by telling
members some thoughts that occurred to mue
during that unfortunate strike. I quite
agree with the remark of the Premier that
it was a storm in a teac~up. Being at storm
in a teacup, it reminded me, end the attitude
of the Government reminded me, of what we
very often see on a summer's day in Melville
Water: a small craft with some very inex-
pert yachtsmen on board, mostly accom-
panied by their flappers, sailing out. Up
comes a puff of wind over Mt. Eliza, no
more than a little summer squall, and we see
the boat rolling, shipping water, and nearly
capsizing. That is exactly what occurred in
Perth owing to this storm in a teacup. The
Government, to my mind, absolutely fell
down on their job. They Aid not earry out
the first duty of Governments-to keep order
and protect property. Had the Government
done what 1 maintain was their dnty, I do
not think for a moment that there would
have been any blood spilt at all. There
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would have been nothing more than perhaps
a clip Of tea upset, or possibly a glass of
milk. But the Government chose to do no-
thing, and they encouraged the police to do
nothing. ltr. Gray the oilier day said the
duty of the police in this case was to be
neutral. That reminds ini of something I
saw during the first year otf the war-s pic-
ture in "IPunch." It illustrated the attitude
of some village yokels who were being sum-
muoned by the recruiting officers to go and
do their ditty by their country. One vil-
lage yokel said, "This village is remaining
neutral during the war." That, apparently,
is what the police are. to do.

flon. E. YH. Cray: Yon ix'ant the police,
to take the part of the emnployers.

Hlon. A. J. H. SAW: I maintain it
is the duty of the police to keep order and
pirevenit diserder. If they took any other
attitude than that, it was entirely owing to
the passive encouragement of the Govern-
went, and owing to the fact that on previous
occasions the police bad learnt that if they
did anything to offend this Government,
there was a bitter time in store for them.
They have learnt that lesson. They have not
forgotten the example which was set by this
Government in the case of Mkr. Walter, P.M.,
and in the case of an unfortunate police
sergeant, when they first assumed office. We
have seen many systems of government set
up during the course of the world's history.
There has been the government of the divine
right of kings, the government of autocracy,
such as we saw in Russia, and at one time in
England. There has been government by
oligarchy, government by aristocracy. There
has been theocracy, or government by priests,
such as obtains in Thibet. There has
been, and there is to-day, the government of
democracy. But it has remained for the
present Government of this State to intro-
duce another variety of government-
mnobocracy. Should the time ever come
when that form of government is allowed
full sway, and should it become necessary
for the police or for the military to inter-
vene in order to repress disorder such as is
rearine its ugly head in Australia, should
the Government find themselves compelled
to take4 a forceful stand, and even should
blond he spilt, I can assure hon. members
that they need have no doubt whatever as
to whieph side I shall stand on.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We are sure of that
from your remarks.

Ion. A. J. HJ. 8AW: If these people are
encouraged to believe that the Government
will not enforce order and will not take
steps to maintain order, then we know per-
tectly well that in the long ruin dire results
imiust eiitie, and that unfortunately a great;
deal more blood must be spilt than would
have been necessary had sterner mesures
been taken at first.

Hlon. E. H-. Gray: You want to do the
saime as was dlone in Shanghai the other
dlay.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.441:
In supporting the Address-in-reply I wish
to add ii voice to those that have already
expressed regret at the loss of Mr. Greig.

.can Speak the more feelingly because
during the time 11r. Greig was a member
of this hlouse I had tHie pleasure of being
as suelflted with hinti on a select comimite
regarding a railway in his own electorate.
On that occasion Mr. Greig by fearless ex-
pression of his own opinions, opinions
which jeopardised the sympathies of sonic
of his electors, showed that he was pre-
pared to do his duty honestly as a member
of this House. Consequently I feel that
we have lost a man of calibre we can ill
afford to lose. Tin times when it is so neces-
sary for men to stand by their convictions
this is the more appreciable. I would like
to extend my personal welcome to Mr.
(3lasheen as a member of this Chamber. If
we may judge by his remarks during his
maiden speech in this Chamber I am sure
ha will be an acquisition and will be of con-
siderable assistance to us in the work there
is to be done. A perusal of the Speech of
His Excellency the Governor will demon-
strate that the first outstanding question
raised is that of land settlement. Anyone
who has followed the trend of affairs in
Western Australia will realise how this is
necessarily the most important question we
have had before us for a long time past.
The Premier is in a better position to speak
on this question as the result of his visit to
England. Many of us are not acquainted
with the condition of affairs there and can
only form an impression based upon what
we have read. We can appreciate, how-
ever , that the position is serious and that
it is becoming more acute is evident to
everyone. There is a condition of affairs
there that is reflected in the incidence of
taxation in Britain. When we remember
that the progress of Western Australia is
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practically determined by the amount of
loan moiney we can raise from time to time,
it is desirable to have an appreciation of
the conditions obtaining in any country
from which we obtain those loan funds.
We must realise, too, what a help it would
lie to such a country if it were able to place
its surplus population in suitable employ-
ment in this State. In the "Manchester
Guardian" of the 23rd July last, there is
an interesting article on the incidence of
taxation. It shows that during 1024 not
less than £003,000,000 was raised in the
form of taxation directly imposed upon
trade and industry. When we remember
that the amount raised under a similar
heading in 1013-14 was about £163,000,000,
it will be seen that trade and industry are
paying nearly 3% times as Much as the
whole of the tax revenue before the war
and probably 41/ times as great a corres-
ponding burden on trade and industry.
A considerable portion of that money
is spent on account of the conditions
obtaining in the Old Country owing
to unemployment. We can realise there-
fore howv eager the statesmen of the Old
Country are to relieve the pressure on the
finances and to help us by finding loan
money to enable the State to provide for
the British surplus population in Western
Australia. From time to time references
have been made to the unemployment diffi-
culty in England. It may be of interest to
hon. members to know that the conditions
of unemployment in England to-day are
different from what they may have con-
sidered them to be. There is an impression
abroad that there is a standing army of
unemployed in the Old Country. Although
that is hrue regarding numbers, it is not
true regarding the actual personnel of the
unemployed. An investigation was carried
out in November of last year regarding the
personnel of the unemployed and it was
found that of those people who were out
of work, the greater number were in and
out of employment. The examination was
drafted nnder four headings. The first
dealt with people who in normal times
would usually be in steady employment.
The second referred to persons who, though
not usually in steady employment, would,
in normal times, obtain a fair amount of
employment. The third referred to persons
who would not, in normal times, obtain a
fair amount of employment, but who were
not considered to be "verging on the n-
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employable." The fourth heading referred
to persons who were considered to be
"'verging on the unemployable." As the
result of that investigation it was found
that 62 per cent, of all the males and 77
per cent. of the females came under the
first heading, while less than four per cent.
of males and only 1.4 per cent, of females
came under the last mentioned heading. I
quote these statistics because the h1ouse
should realise that the greater proportion
of persons in the Old Country who are un-
employed to-day are those who, under
normal conditions, should be in steady
work. These references should contradict
tile statement that has been made to the
effect that those who are being sent out by
Great Britain to Western Australia are not
fitted to meet our conditions and to take
part in the life on the land. The statistics
I have referred to provide an effective re-
ply to that assertion. The experience
gained in settling people here has been
that where young fellows have been given
the opportunity to secure employment and
have beeni able to hearten themselves in
consequence, they have generally made
good. In view of the statements that have
been made it is fair that I should make use
of these statistics. We should endeavour
to spread the impression that these
migrants are capable of doing the work that
is ahead of them if they are given a fair
chance. We have beard criticism regarding
ornsystenm of migration and land settle-

mn.There is one method that has been
demonstrated to be more really successful
than any other form of migration. I refer
to the migration of young people. A
scheme has been devised for bringing to
Western Australia youths and young men,
and it appears to offer fine scope for suc-
cess. It will give those concerned a better
opportunity to adapt themselves to the
conditions obtaining here in order that they
may become useful citizens than any other
scheme that has been advanced. Any
scheme of that description should receive
the whole-hearted support of the Govern-
ment. I am pleased to see that an en-
deavour is being made to start a scheme
along these lines and I think it is called
the "Bit- Brother Movement." The idea
is that young boys and youths shall come
out here and someone in Western Australia
is to become personally responsible for each
lad. He is to maintain a surveillance over
the young migrant and do everything
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possible to help him along. There is no the Mother Land and at the same ti. e.
doubt that much of the objection in the Old
Country to the migration of youths and
boys to Western Australia arises from the
fact that the parents naturally feel anxious
about the young people leaving home and
coming to a strange country. They are
anxious about the future of thteir boys here
and wish to know that they are placed in
a suitable position in reasonably moral
suiroundings. That is a natural feeling
on the part of any parent. The movement
I refer to meets that desire, because if
someone is responsible for the oversight of
a lad, an element of comradeship end in-
terest enters into the life of the young
migrant and he is assisted in his life out
here. I commend that scheme because it
appears to me to hold out immense possi-
bilities regarding future migration. As a
result of the analysis to which I. have re-
ferred, quite a number of boys and youths%
wet e found to have no opportunity to learn
any useful occupation in Great Britain. If
those youths were brought out to WVestern
Australia. and put through a course of
training, they would have ample opportuni-
ties and unlimited scope in connection with
the agricultural industry. There is any
amount of opportunity for such work on
our farms and thus the young migrants
will have opportunities of becoming useful
members of the community. In order to
encourage the youths to progress, we could
provide scholarships whereby youths she"'-
ing distinct promise and giving indications
of keen interest in the science of agricul-
ture, could receive higher education at the
agricultural college. That would be an in-
centive to the youths to seriously study
farming methods with the prospect before
then, of becoming leaders of scientific agri-
culture which is making such strides in
Western Australia. There is another phase
of migration that T have not heard men-
tioned. According to the "Manchester
Guardian," there are 1.50,000 miners out of
employment in the Old Country. At present
it is almost impossible to get machine
workers for our mines here. In view of the
position in the Old Country we see there a
source from which labour could ]le drawn
for our mines. We could secure skilled
workers for underground operations. The~re
is a distinct field for migration there it we
could get men to come out and ongage
upon machine work in our mines. There is
an opportunity to relieve the preq.,are in

place those people in suitable emnployment-
here. The publication of the report of the
Group Settlement Commission has aroused
much interest and 1 believe that every hon.
member should give expression to his views
on the report. ln common with other Royal
Commissions and select committees, the,
Group Settlement Commission undertook a
great deal of investigation work and the
value of the report lies in t!hc iformation.
brought to light. Personally I am not in-
clined to agree that the report will have an
adverse effect regarding Western Australia.

Hon. J. Ewing :What about the ad-
vertisement in the "London Times" of [fhe
14th June? That was a terrible thing.

Hon. II. SEDDON: We must recognise
that difficulties and mistakes will always
arise in any such big scheme. After all
the men concerned are only human and we
must expect mistakes to be made. The
great point is that if, as the result of the
report, wve are able to remedy defects and
ar-rive at a more economic basis for the
work, good will have been achieved, and
the Royal Commission will have done
good work. It is too early to estimate
the value of the group settlement scheme.
It has been pointed out that very few men
on the groups have been supplied with cows.
The whole basis of the group settlement
scheme rested upon the idea that the dairy-
ing industry would be developed. That
being so we must recognise that until cown
are provided and the groups are producing,
it is too early to judge of the success of
the scheme. I anm inclined to think that in
the course of a few years when we see the
results coming in, after the re-modelling of
our system of development as the result of*
information we have gained, we will find
ourselves in a much better position.
There is one point about it that has
not been previously mentioned. It is
said that work has been undertaken on the
groups by men who have not been trained in
the work and are not, therefore, successful
from that standpoint. The fact remains
that their sons are to be brought up under
group conditions and are being trained on.
the job. In the settlement of Gippa-
land in Victoria it took three generations
to make farming successful, but ir. our casit
we are training the first generatien so that
they may make a success of their operations.
I advance that suggestion for the considera-
tion of hon. members. I would like to refer
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to a paragraph in the speech dealing with
the pastoral industry. It may not he known
that a new pastoral province has been
-opened up in the eastern goldfields district.
That new province extends from Menzies
and north to Wiluna and Laverton; it ex-
tends for 200 miles to the east and down to
the Great Western Railway. Throughout
that whole vast area, holdings have been
taken up and transformed into sheep sta-
tions. A large amount of capital has been
spent in connection with the industry and
before long we shall see coming to this coun-
try much revenue that will be raised as the
result of the disposal of wool. It is an area
of good stock country with water at shal-
low depths. Its carrying capacity will be
limited only by the amount of feed available.
The development during the last two or three
years there will be reflected in splendid re-
turns from wool, and I believe that XWestern
Australia will soon go ahead by leaps and
bounds. We shall then demonstrate to the
world what a great country Western
Australia is and what wonderful resources
we have in our outlying districts. The re-
presentatives of the goldfields speaking on
the Address-Lu-reply should have some-
thing to say in regard to Mr. Kingsley
Thomas's report. Mr. Thomas has expressed
himself optimistically in respect of the poten-
tialities of gold mining in Western Aus-
tralia. He was justified in that, providing
the conditions are restored to approximately
normal. Outside of Kalgoorlie there are
scarcely a dozen mines down to 1,000 feeL
To realise this is to realise the possibilities
of even mines that have been abandoned.
Then there are big ore bodies known, but not
opened up at all. In view of all this, we
cannot believe that the gold mining industry
in Western Australia has yet begun to de-
mnonstrate itself. When the existing condi-
tions improve, no doubt we shall see gold
-mining fully restored.

Hon. J. M. 'Macfarlane: With the aid of
the gold bonus'?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: The gold bonus would
make a tremendous difference. When we
beard that the Government had decided to
bring in an expert to report on the gold min-
ing industry we felt that they had done a
most important piece of work. For aL long
time pa~st we have all reco--nised the nieces-
sity for a technical audit of the gold mining
industry. But I think it is the first instance
on record of an industry being' studied from
a national standpoint, and judged on the

question of etlicieney. One would scarcely
have expected it to come from the pres-
ent Government. However, they are to be
congratulated on the step they took. In
respect to the Commissioner's report, in or-
der that we might realise the conditions,
I say the personnel of the Commission was
under certain disadvantages. Mr. Thomas
had demonstrated in South African mining
practice that he was a thoroughly competent
expert in every branch of mining; but when
we compare the South African gold ore
bodies and the Western Australian gold ore
bodies, we find two very different sets of
conditions.

Hon. H. Stewart: Twenty years ago this
State led South Africa and the rest of the
world in its treatment methods; to-day it
does not.

Hon. H.L SED)DON: The bon. member baa
referred to the point I was approacning.
Whereas in South Africa they have a free-
milling ore, which occurs in ore bodies com-
paratively easy to mine, we have in Kal-
goorlie a highly refractory ore requiring to
be very carefully roasted, and in that roast-
ing we have cemieal difficulties that do not
occur in the treatment of South African ore.

Ron. H. Stewart: Do you think the Comn-
missinner could not take that into account?

Hon. H. SED~hDON: I said he had been
trained in a country dealing with free milling
ores

Hon. H. Stewart: Nonsensel He was
trained in the world.

Hon. H. SEDDON: In my opinion, had
the Government taken a man trained in a
country that dealt with refractory ore, pos-
sibly we should have had more confidence in
tl'at man's report. Examine Mr. Thomnas's
report and it will be found that, although
he has made certain recommendtitions, he has
been comparatively silent on two most im-
port ant points. First there is the effect of
the tariff, not so much direct as indirect,
and in the second place there is the thermal
practice in regard to the treatment of Kal-
goorlie ores and their chemical efficiency.
By that I mean, first of all, the question of
the treatment of ore by new processes. 'it
appears to all who are investigating that
question that there is considerable room for
improvement in employing the waste heat
that comes from the furnaces. At present
no attempt is made to use that heat, and so
the cost of roasting the ore is very much
higher than it should he. Certain German
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chemical works 'made their profits out of
furnace bheat previously wasted. This is just
one illustration of the effect of the applica-
tion of science to the utilisation of waste
heat. So far as I know, not a single mine
in Kalgoorlie is making use of the waste
heat from its roaster. Again, in regard to
the utilisation of' chemical by-product;,
a certain amount goes to waste that
could be utilised, for instance, in the
production of sulphuric acid.

Holn. Ft. Stewart: That is one of the
miost difficult propositions before the chemist.

Hon. H. SED3DON: It is being done ins
South Australia at te works treating sul-
phide ores. These two points are things one
would have expected the Commissioner to
refer to. So it appears to me there is a
considerable wveaknes in his report dealing
with the gold-mining industry. With two of
the recommendatitons made by Mr. Thomas,
most of us agree. The first is the provision~
of a central treatment plant, and the second
the provision of a central power plant. Very
considerable economies could be introduced
into the treatment of our gold ores by the
provision of those two central agencies. But
such are the difficulties in the way that it
appears to me, unless we can see furfther
ahead than we can at present, those recom-
mendations are to at large extent sttultified.
Some mines have certain ore reserves opened
up, yet owing to their position in reination
to the cale-seliist the life of those mines is
considerably limited. So, while it is all very
well to say that the Kalgoorlie mines, by in-
troducing up-to-date p~lants could reduce
their working costs, yet the answer to that is,
"Quite true, hat seeing that the life of the
mine is so strictly limited, we are not Justi-
filed in incurring the expenditure." On the
other hand, there are mines whose potential
development is limited by the efficiency of
mining engineering. Those mines have their
large ore reserves. This helps the argument
for a central treatment plant. But yon have
again to consider the amalgamation of those
various companies; and a scheme of amal-
gamation to meet all their requirements ap-
pears to offer very considerable difficulties.
Unless we can influence the direictors of those
mines resident in the Old Country I cannot
see how the amalgamation is going to be
brought within the hounds of practical min-
ing. On that question certain statements
have been made, first by Mr. Hamilton and

then by certain London representatives of
miaing companies. Mr. Hamilton, in giving
his evidence before the Board of Trade,
made the following remarks -

Some of the Westen Australian mines have
erected plants which the Commissioner has com-
mended, but the commercial result of runining
these plants on 7dwt. ore without a bones
offers, in 4resent conditions, little induce-
eat for the investment of capital, especially
when that grade cannot he guaranteed. Mofre-
over, we are advised that 50 the near future
the n6iaes will have to pay compensation for
industrial diseases, includ-ing, phchisis, and
that would Mena an1 addition of 4 to 41/1 per
cent, to the cost of labour.

A paragraph in the "Wl~est Australian" pub-
lished early this mouth referred to certain
remnarks in London. It reads as followvs:-

Recommendations made by Mr. Kingsley
Thomnas with a view to possible improvements
iii the 'Western Australian geld mining industry
have aroused interest in London, where the big
comipanes nre controlled. One shareholder
there draws from the report the inference that
it is doubtful whether under existing condi-
tions gold mining in Western Australia can be
made to pay. He takes the view that if ex-
penses can be cut down by the suggested am-
algatuation. and the field put once more on a
profitable basis, well and good, but sheould
this prove to be impracticable he soggests
that the directors of some of the ''little Wes-
tralians'' should consider the advisability of
following the example of Ivanhoe and Associ-
ated Gold Mines and put their companies into
voluntary liquidation. Such] a course, lie says,
would doubtless prove profitable to a great
numiber of shareholders who acquired their
holdings at anything like present market
prices, for it is well known that most of the
companies possess liquid assets considerably
in excess of their market capitalisation.

I have read those two estracts by way of
pointing, to the difficulties of getting the gold
mining directorates to consider the question
of amialgoamation. There is also an injustice
in Mr. Thomas's report, in the severity
with which ha comments on mine managers
and mining miethods, for he make. those re-
marks g-enerally. There are practical man
on the Golden iAlile who have devoted a con-
siderable amount of time and effort to re-
search work and whbo have, as a result of
that. research work, made re-onimendations
to their directors, only to 1ave those rrm-
inendatious turned down. Consequently, for
Mr. Kingsl;ey Thomas to class the whole of
the mine managers as ont-of-date and incom-
petent is; most unjust, when Some irfnaaers
have been actively hrying- to coet the very
best results. Mr. Brown veeterday made a
remark regarding the assistanc given to the
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mining ind:'stry by the reduction of water
charges. This is the secon.1 time the hon.
member has made Lis assertion, and for the
second time I have to contradict it. It is en-
tirely o. pobed to the facts. I Le hon. member
said that the result of pie reduction of
water charges had been to reduce the number
of men employed in the mines. He also said
that £,r. Lamtilton had dedlarcdl that if tine
water prices reduction were gi'en to tine
mines it would bring millions of tons of ore
into prolitable treatment. Mr. Hamilton,
when sp)eakcing at that depination, was most
particular to correct that false statement, Be
pointed to the fact that if a considerable re-
daction could be effected in operating costs,
there were millions of low-grade ore which
could be treated if the cost were broughlt
below 30s. That is a very different state-
ment from the statement credited to him by
Mr. Brown. As a matter of fact, that water
reduction was given on the condition that
any relief afforded was to be expended by
the various companies in cvuloj ment work.
That promise appears to hare been carried
out, as is shown in Mr. Thomas's report re-
garding the amount of money expended last
year in development work. While the as-
sistanc, Ii en to the Kalgzoorlie mines by
way of water charges reduction represented
£50,000, the mines on the Golen Mile alone
spent £60,000 in development work, and so
more Oan fulfilled the obligation imposed on
them by the granting of the reduction of
water charges.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Prior to tile tea
adjournment I was referring to the remarks
of Mr. Brown in connection with the re-
duction of water charges to the mines in
Kalgoorlie, and the remarks of Mr. Hamil-
ton with regard to the Great Boulder Mine.
Another reference made by _.\ir. Brown with
regard to the reduction in walter charges. was
that wien the water was reduced to 2s. 6il.,
the co,,iartes put off men instead of piutting
them on.

Hon. J. R. Brown: AnM so they did.
lon. 11. SEDDON: The point is lthat

there l'a, be n. a considerable reluelion or
emnln -v'- -t mn the Golden KIP. The state-
ment t' ' t! i; was due to the red'etion in
watrr rhirtes i4 absurd.

Hen. J1. R. Brown: Did not Mr. Hamil.
t'.n qi V-nt if the water wos reduced to

2s. 6d. they wvould put oil a large number of
men I

lion. H. SEDDON: No, lie did not.
lion. J. R. Brown: lie did.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. H. SEDDON: Thlat remark is not

in accordance with the faclk. I would re-
fer the hon. member to lire report of the
deputation published in the Kalgoorlie
*',% iner" in uhich Mr. Hamilton was care-
ful to explain the position. He pointed out
that while the reduction of water charges
would considerably benefit the mines, there
were millions of tons of ore which were
wvorthi only 30s. a ton, and which would be
treated if the costs were brought below 30s.
a ton.

Hon. J. Rt. Brown: That is what I said.
Hon. H. SEDDON: The first statement

I Would refer to is the -at;se. of unemploy-
ment in many mines on the Golden Mil.
If members will read Mr. Kingsley
']homes's report they will see the statement
of costs of various mines. The tonnage of
reserve ore at present wlivla is above the
cost of treatment is only 45 per vent. of the
tonnage 01 ened up. The reduction of em-
Pl .oy ment is due to the fact that the
mining companies, in order to treat the
Ore at a profit, had to pull in their
stores and reduce the quantity of ore
taken out. That is tire reason for the reduc-
tion of employment on thle Golden Mile.
Another question that has been occupying the
attention of goldfields people for a consid-
erable time, is that upon which the present
Government laid stress when lighting the
last election. I refer to the proclamation
of the Miners' Phtlnisis Act and the passing
of the Workers' Compensation Act. When
the Workers' Compensation Act was being
disc-issed in this House, references were made
to the fact that the Bill had been introduced
before the Government had seriously faced
the ro-ition that would accrue wThen 'the Bill
was proclaimed an Act. Mr. Cornell, when
speaking to the Bill in Committee, moved an
,amendment to the effect that the Bill so far
ais it applied to the Miners' Phithisis section
should come into oneration within the East-
ern goldfields district on the 1st day of
July. 1925. The Minider replied to the sug-
trested amendment of Mr. Cornell in the fol-
lowing terms:

That it was not desirable to fix the date
in that war; that the Onverumeat hadl nder
consideration a number of schemes before the
Bill could be proclaimed on the Eastern Cool-
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gardie goldfields, and that some means must
be provided whereby the men who could not
work in the mines might be absorbed. He
could not at the moment give members details
of the scheme that was under consideration,
but be must certainly oppose the amendment.

That was on the 11th December, 1924. Later
on, "while the Bill was still in Committee, the
question of the application of the Miners'
Phithisis section was again under considera-
tion, When Mr. Holmes was speaking of
the schedule which refers to miners' phthisis,
he said that one Government had failed in
its duty so far as the proclamation of the
Miners' Phthisis Act was concerned. In the
course of his remarks Mr. Holmes wvent on
to say-

If there is some scheme to absorb him when
he goes out. But there is no scheme, and the
hon. member knows that there is no scheme,
and that it will take 12 months to evolve one.
The effect of such legislation in other States
was to throw miners out of employment, and
the Governments had to suspend the operation
of the measure.

On the same date attention was drawn to
the fact that if the Bill was passed it would
be up to the Government to bring this pro-
vision into operation. Mr. Harris also re-
ferred to the remarks of the Minister for
'Works at Boulder on the 6th October, 1924.
When that gentleman was discussing the mat-
ter with the industrial unions he said-.

The great difficulty was the insurance of
the men who had already contracted the dis-
ease, but who were still engaged in the indus-
try because neither the insurance companies
nor the mining companies would accept the
responsibility for such men.

The Minister added that hie was going into
that aspect Of the question, and hoped soon
to have a scheme prepared. The Govern-
ment he remarked, should say-

''We will accept the liability for the men
engaged in the industry up to this date."
Two years ago we lpassed the Miners' Fbthisisa
Act. The present Ministers castigated their
predecessors in office for not putting that Act
into operation.

I wish to draw attention to this matter, which
-was then beingz so much stressed. The Gov-
ernment realised when they brought the
Bill in that with the placing of it on the
-statute-book there would be serious difficul-
ties, in the way of their proclaiming it. Since
then the Commonwealth laboratory has been
.completed, and there is no reason why it
should not now be brought into operation.
Speaking on the subject the Minister for

Works said at the Labour Conference held
in Perth- -

They had not been able to proclaim the
Miners' Phithisis Act passed by the previous
Government because the mine owners had threat-
ened to close down if it were done. The Gov-
ernment have brought from London a man
with a world-wide reputation in order to as-
ePertain what the industry can carry in that
respect. They do not wish to rely merely on
the word of the Chamber of Mines. The Gov-
ernment had been waiting until the Common-
wealth laboratory was established at Kalgoor-
lie. Even now it would take the staff from
18 months to two years to conduct the ex-
arnlation Qf the men on the mines at present.
When in Melbourne recently he had told the
Commonwealth that if the staff were increased
so that the work of examining the miners could
be completed in six months the State Govern-
eat would accept their responsibility and pro-
claim the Act, and bring the men who were
suffering from the diseases out of the mines.

Uip to thra present nothing has been done.
It is a case on which we should lay stress.
Timie is an element that is working against
the men. They are in the mines to-day,
and they should be taken out of it and be
given other suitable employment. The
longer these men are allowed to remain at
that work the worse it will be for them.
I am not referring to those who are suffering
from T.B. so much as those who have been
injured by dust. Seeing that the matter
was stressed so strongly in the House on
the occasion of the Workers' Compensation
Bill, one would think that the Government
would have taken steps to see that the Mkin-
ers' Pbthisis Act was proclaimed before this,
and that they did their duty to the men
who are waiting so anxiously for relief from
the position they arc in. With regard to
our railways, there are three matters that
affect their efficiency. The first is a question
of hauling power, the second is the question
of truck mileage, and the third is the ques-
tion of grades. I congratulate the Commis-
sioner upon having shown such satisfactory
results during the last two years. There are
certain figures connected with the working
of the railways which indicate the efficiency
of their operation, and these should be
brought under the notice of members. The
first that indicates efficient olperntion is
the ton mileage figure. IF we examine
that figure for the pa-st five years as given
in the extract of comparative results of work-
ing, we find the ton mileave has var-
ied as follows: In 1921 it was 1.96; in 1922,
it was 1,.5; in 1923 it was 2.02; in 1924
it was 1.95; and in 1925 it was 1.90. These
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are the earnings on goods and livestock per
ton mile. The earning power has decreased
by a fraction since 1923. When we come
to the figures dealing with the truck mileage
we find again a similar state of affairs. In
answer to questions I asked yesterday, I
was given the following information: In
1921 the average truck mileage for both
loaded and empty trulcks per day was 20.56
miles; in 1922, 20.04; in 1923, 20.20; in
1924, 21.51; and in 1925, 22.63 miles. There
has been considerable improvement in the
truck mileage so far as the last two years
are' concerned. The really important figure
is the proportion of truck mileage that is
run by our trucks loaded. That indicates the
earning power of our rolling stock. We
can imagine a state of affairs in which
every truck was fully loaded both ways, and
we thus had the trucks working at 100 per
cent, efficiency, but that is of course abso-
lutely impossible. Members can see how
Iloecsary it is to be able to compare year by
Year the average earnings of our rolling
stock in order to determine the efficiency
uinder which that stock is handled. It ap-
pears to be a statistic that could he kept. It
wnas kept eight or 10 years ago. lbnt of recent
years it has been dropped. Such informa-
tion would be a most valuable indication of'
the, way in which our railways are being
worked. The conditions of our railways are
such that there must of necessity be a con-
siderable amount of dead running Our
traffic is mostly one way, and we have to ex-
Pect that the figure will be a high one. It
is desirable for purposes of comparison that
we should have given to us from year to
year the statistics with regard to the loaded
mileage of each class of our trucks. Some re-
ference haa been made to the legislation fore-
casted for the present session. One point
struck me in connection with the work of
last session, that appeared to indicate a con-
siderable weakness in our system of dealing
with and creating legislation. Hon. mem-
bers may remember that during last session
a considerable amount of time was spent
in this House dealing with Bills that came
from another place. Two of the most im-
portant were the Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Bill and the Workers' Compensation
Act Amendment Bill. I contend that when
the Arbitration Bill left this House it was
a great improvement upon the Act at pre-
sent in force.

Hon. H. Stewart: You are getting the
Bill again in its amended form.

Hon. H. SEDDON. Considerable im-
provements were wade by this House, im-
provements which met with the approval of
another place, hut because conference could
not agree upon other clauses of th Bil,
that legislation was lost and we are still op}-
erating under the old Act. If the work of
thne two Houses is to be lost entirely when
it is possible to effect a compromise on those
parts which meet with mutual approval,
that will not tend to increase the efficiency
og our work. If we could have brought into
operation those clauses of the Bill on which
both Houses agreed, there would have been
a coflsidlerable improvement effected, and
the work the court has to perform would
have been reduced. The general all-round
result, therefore, would have been better. I
hope something may be possible in that
direction because there is no doubt there will
be a considerable amount of discussion in
this House when the Bill comes forward
again. In conclusion, I should like to say
with other members that we are in a for-
tunate position with regard to our increased
production. The result of that has been in-
creascd railway revenue and also an increase
in the State's revenue generally. Members
will agree that the amount of money ex-
1ended in opening up the agricultural iid us,-
try has had this most important resuilt.
The outlook is brighter to-day than it has
been for many years, and there is not the
slightest doubt that that improved outlook is
due to increased production from the agricul-
tural and pastoral areas than from any other
cause. One must look forward with consider-
able confidence to the future and realise that
this State is coming more and more into its
proper place as a producer in the Common-
wealth, and that the couintry is becoming re-
cognised as possessing infinite resources, and
having to offer to people dpportunities. that
do not occur in any other State of the Com-
monwealth. One has to travel in the Eastern
States to realise how people are handicapped
in opening out on new work as compared
with the position of the people in Western
Allstralia. I maintain that Western Austin-
lit offers to the migrant a better future and
brighter possibilities than any other part
of the Commonwealth. I support the mo-
tion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

TW-E HONORLARY KMNSTER (Hlon.
J. W. Hickey) [7.50]1: I wish to join with
other hon. members in the welcomne extended

51:1
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to Mr. Glasheen and to offer him my con- coming Mr. Glasheen to this Chamber I join
gratulations on his maiden speech in this
Chamber. Many o~f his remarks were in-
formative, particularly those in connection
with his practical experiences. He made
reference to many propositions and the in-
formation that he supplied will prove useful
to members. At the same time I am not un-
miindful of the fact, as was mentioned by
Mr. Brown last night, that he sounded, un-
consciously I think, a jarring note when
he referred to my old friend, Joe
McCarthy, who was spoken of by Mr.
Kirwan as one of the best liked men
on the Golden Mile. I feel sure that
.11. Olasheen made those references in
a more or less humorous way, and that be-
fore the week is out he will take the oppor-
tunity of making a personal explanation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: He said he was
speaking to the House in confidence.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I feel
certain, however, that a personal explana-
tion will put the matter right.

Ron. W. T. Glasheen: I shall make tine
explanation,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ap-
prediate the remarks of the hon. member in
connection with the Labour Party. At the
same time I cannot altogether associate my-
self with those remarks when he attributes
the high cost of living and the high tariff to
the Labour movement. We stand for a pro-
tective policy, but, as stated in another place,
the protection of to-day is protection run
mad. The hon. member also referred to the
fact that the Labour movement and the
Country Party should have a lot in common.
I join issue with him there, but I cannot
agree with him when he says there is a cer-
tain amount of antipathy between the two
parties in this House. It must be with the
party to which he belongs or, perhaps, it
exists in the imagination of the hon. mem-
ber. It certainly does not exist so far as the
Labour movement is concerned. No better
proof could be given of the sympathy of
Labour towards the agricultural industry
than the assistance that has always been
rendered by that party to the men on the
land. Most of the reforms that have bene-
fited the agriculturists and that have assisted
in the development of the industry- have had
their foundation in the periods of the Labour
Party's administration. What was done by
the Labour Party has had support ever since
from successive Governments. Whilst wel-

in the expressions of regret at the loss the
House sustained by the death of Mr. Greig.
I support the words of symipathy- that have
been expressed for the widow and the be-
reaved ones. At the same time may I be
permitted to add that I also condole with
the relatives of the late Mr. J. B. Holman,
a man with whom I was associated for the
better part of a quarter of a century. I
trust that the vnique, circumstances that made
it possible for his daughter to occupy the
seat he held in Parliament may bave a good
result, and that she may prove the worthy
successor of a worthy public man. A review
of the remarks that have been made by mem-
bers in the course of the debate incline me
to think that the Leader of the House on this
occasion is in the unique position-that it
was not the Jot of any of his predecessors
to experience-of having nothing to reply to.
Most of the eiticism of hon. members has
been on the generous side and, in some cases,
eulogistic. But one should not lull himself
into a sense of security because, as one of
your predecessors, Mr. President, said, you
never know the temper of this House and
where they are going to break out next. In
that connection I am reminded of the re-
marks of Mr. Holmes, who said lie was al.
ways prepared to give credit where it was
due. I believe the hon. member'was quite
serious when he said that. He has always
been most generous in handing out praise
and just as free in his criticism. This day
twelve months we may find him criticising
freely when debating the next Address-in-
reply in the event of things not going in that
period in the manner in which be would wish
them to go.

Hon. J. Ewing: He may do so during the
present session.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quite so.
The bon. member has good reason to ap-
preciate the action of the Government, be-
cause the policy enunciated by the present
Premier was that if the Labour Party were
returned to power they would see that jus-
tice was done to all sections and to every
part of the State. In connection with agri-
cultural development the Government have
completed the construction of the Piawanin~g
railway extension, which has been the sob-
ject of public agitation for mnn years. 'The
line has been arened and banded to the work-
ing railways. The Dwardai-Narromnn railway,
about wh ich there has been considerable
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agitation for many years, has also been put
in band. A commencement has also been
made with the work of linking up the Norse-
man-Esperance railway, and that will bring-
about the consummation of a long-standing
desire not only on the part of goldfields
people, but of every portion of the State.
The Government have proved their bona
fides in many directions and they have not
been unmindful of the necessities of the
North-West. They have negotiated for the
purcha'v- of anr up-to-date steamer for the
North-West trade, and I am hoping that,
with the enthusiasm and business acumen
displayed by the Mfinister for the North-
West, sooner or later that service will he
duplicated. I just make these remarks in
passing because Mfr. Holmes in the course
of his speech alluded to that part of
the State which few members get the
opportunity to visit. The Leader of the
House, who is in charge of the North-
West flepartment, had his hands so full
with other matters, that ho was unable
to visit the North-West and arranged
that I should make the trip and get
first-hand knowledge of the people's
requirements there and report to him.
Effect has been given to many of the pro-
posarls. Last year we passed a Bill to
amend the Pearling Act. I found that the
new measure was operating satisfactorily.
It will be info, mation to members to learn
that the vexed question of amnendini the
Workers' Compensation Act, which vitally
affects the industry, has been taken in handI
b , the Mfinister for [~alonr. It is proposed
to introduce an a ndment whiceh, wvhiile
not goin,- perhaps so far as the pearlers
would wish, will yet relieve the position,
which I admit rather militates against the
successful carrying on of the industry. The
pearling industry- has been somewhat under
a cloud, but the latest informallon from the
North is that the price of shell is higher
and that pearls of good value have been
discovered. During my' trip I went inland,
and learned that the efforts of thre Glovern-
merit to assist the mining districts were
appreciated. Mining in the North played
an importnt part in years gone by, and
we are endeavourin by assisting mining in
the Marble Bar district, at Braegide and on
the asbestos fields, to bring about an im-
proveirt. MJany reforms that have been
advocated for years have been sanctioned
byv the Minister for Mines, The cost of
mining in the North is much greater than

in other parts of the State, but we are hope-
ful that our efforts will result in consider-
able relief to the industry there. Air.
Kitson referred to the unemployed problem.
At this season of the year, it is always
acute. Criticism has been levelled against
the administration of the Government Lab-
our Bureau, but members should bear in
mind that in abnormal times measures
have to be adopted that would not be re-
sorted to uinder ordinary conditions. I
have no apology to offer regarding the
administration of the Labour Bureau. I
may fairly claimu, without risk of being
accused of egotism, that the bureau has
never been corilucted better than it is
being conducted to-day. Even yet there is
room for considerable reform, bitt this in-
volves finance. A Bill will be introduced
this session having for its object the aboli-
tion of private labour exchanges in the city.
If that measure he passed, we shall have a
chance to make the Government bureau
worthy of its name. I hope it will be
possible to enlarge the establishment and
put it on a proper footing. From time to
time complaints have been made that men
cannot be obtained at tire bureau to engage
in clearing contracts in the country. The
bureau, however, has been working in at
hand to mouth fashion. Under the scheme
of reorganisation proposed, we shall have
a staff of men who know their job and will
gee that the right men are supplied for the
work offering. At present an employer en-
g~aging labour has to take what is offering,
and he might get a good man or he might
not. The question of wages also enters
into consideration.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: Do not the present
staff try to send out snitable merit

The HONORARY 'MINISTER : The
present staff are doing their best and are
deserving- of the best thanks of the com-
munity, but the hureau needs to he reorgan-
ised. We require an officer whose special
job it shall be to. deal with this phase of the
work. I have submitted a scheme of re-
oranisation, but we shall] want to knowv
where we stand as regards the private ex-
changes before effect can be given to the
scheme. I am satisfied that the sooner the
private exchanges are abolighed, the better
it will be for employers and employees. I
think memibers will find that the legislation
conlenilplaled will meet the requirements of
hofi emuployer and employee. That is the
object with which the Biill has been de-
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signed. lye want both parties to be satis-
fied, and we want to obtain the best results
with the least possikule expense. If1 there is
a goad man available, we want to place
him, and the emuployer wants to get him.
The question of preference to unionists at
the bureau has received some prominence,
but a misconception prevails regarding the
policy of the Government. The Govern-
ment were elected on a policy of prefer-
ence to unionists, and they stand by that
policy. I do not think it makes a scrap of
difference to men applying at the bureau
for work 'what the policy of the Govern-
ment is. If a man has been engaged in any
particular occupation, surely he bas been
a member of some organisation formed to
protect the interests of such workers. It
has been stated that a man cannot obtain
employment through the bureau unless he
is a member of the A.W.U.

I-on. J. Ewing: I do not think that state-
mienlt is correct.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is not
correct. Still, the statement was made to
me by several deputations. The organisa-
tion that protects men going out on eon-
struction and -such like jobs is generally
the A.W.U., but so long as a man can show
that he has belonged to a union at some
time or other, he obtains preference. The
good solid toilers should not be compelled
to stand aside while others who have not
thrown in their lot with a. union obtain the
benefit. Preference to unionists is ob-
served, but it applies irrespective of the
union to which an applicant for employ-
ment belongs. Thle applicant, however, is
expected to join the union associated with
the industry in which he is engaging when
be gets on to the job. No one can cavil at
that. This explanation was necessary be-
,cause of the erroneous statements that
have been made from time to time. Sonmc
doubt has been cast upon the sincerity of
the Government's policy of mining develop-
ment, particularly by Mr. Harris. The
speeches of Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Harris
were not very hopeful. I am more
optimistic regarding the future of the
-mining industry. The goldields heralded
the dawn of the era of prosperity in this
State and made possible the successful
agricultural development that has put
Western Australia on the rap. We know
what agriculture did for Victoria, but years
ago we never expected that the same thing

would happen in Western Australia. To
mining, however, is due the prosperity that
the State is enjoying co-day, and this being
so, no misgivings need be entertained as to
the sincerity of the G3overnment towards
the mining industry, particularly as several
membeis of the Government not only repre-
sent mining constituencies, but are practi-
cal miners who have been associated with
the industry all their lives. Apart from
the public point of view, their interests and
enthusiasm are with mining. It has been
pointed out that over 150 millon pounds
worth of gold has been mined in
Western Australia, that we have the
largest auiriferous belt existing in the
world and that almost every known mini-
oral, to say nothing of precious stones, is
found here. Sorely then we should be
enthusiastic about the industry. Mr.
Ewing was rather pessimistic when he
referred to the report of the Royal Com-
misisioner on mining, which he eharacterised
as being damaging to the ','-,atc, just as the
report of the Group Settlement Comis-
sion was damaging to the State. The only
difference between the reports of the two
Commissions is that while the group settle-
ment report was right up-to-date, we should
have had Mr. Kingsley Thomas's report 10
or 12 years ago. If this had been so, we
would have been in a better position to-day.
I do not pose as an authority on mining,
but I have had practical experience.

Hon. E. H. Harris: 'Do von think that
what Mr. Kingsley Thomas said would
have been applicable 10 yeairs ago?

The HONORARY MINISTER: If lie
had reported on mining on th e Golden Mile
12 or 15 years ago, there would have been
no occasion for the report he recently pre-
sented. I say that, moreover, as one who has
been in the mines. As Mr. Stewart very
pertinently interjected to-nighti, Mr. Kings-
ley Thomas has had a worldwide experience
of mining, and is an independent man. Had
we had such a report on our mining 10 years
ago, the history of our Eastern Goldilelds, in
particular would have been very different.

Hon. E. Hf. Harris: What will the Gov-
ernment do with the report row they have
got it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It all
derenda on whether those who will be called
upon to handle the recomnmendations will
have sufficient. eomnw~nsense and business
acumen to make use of them.
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Hon. A. J. H. Saw: [ -hope Mr. Kings-
ley Thomas is not responsible for the gold
bonus.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: We have not got
the gold bonus- yeL

The HONORARY IMINISTER: Some
little differences of opinion may exist as to
the gold bonus.

The PRESIDENTr: I do not think the
hon. member is in order in referring to the
gold bonus now. The House has settled
that question.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Never-
theless, Dr. Saw takes exception to it. Mr.
Kirwan, in his speech on the Address-rn-re-
ply, rather criticised the (Iovernment for
lack of enthusiasm in behalf of the gold
bonus, and he was ably supported by Mr.
Harris. The Government did everything
possible to support the proposal for a
bonus, irrespective of the remarks of mew-
ben representing goiddlelds constituencies.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
quite out of order in discussing the gold
bonus.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am re-
plying to the remarks of Mr. Kirwan, made
on the Address-in-reply.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I merely said that
a reference to the gold bonus might have
been made in the Governors Speech.

The HONORARY M(EN[STER: Mr.
Harris criticised the Government severely
and rather ungenerously.

The PRESIDENT: I remember now.
The HONORARY MNi9STER: Mr.

Harris claimed that the Government should
have come out earlier in support of the gold
bonus, and also said that we might have been
a little more active in bringing evidence be-
fore the Federal Disabilities Commission.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Government
were not inactive, they were asleep.

The HONORARY M1IN ST ER: The
Under Secretary for Mines, Air. Calanchini,
gave evidence before that Commission; and
a report of his evidence was published.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Bilt he is not a
member of the Government.

The HONORARY MINISTER: He was
the moutbpiece of the Government, in-
structed by the Minister for Mines Did
the hon. mxember want the Minister for
Mines to go before the Commission?

Hon. E. H. Harris: Somei member of the
Government should have donie so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: On this
question only the Minister for Mines could

have gone, and he was not in the State at
the time. However, the G0overnment. gave
evidence before the Commision through
their responsible officer, . Mr. Calanehini, who
is to be congratulated by all interested in
the mining industry for the testimony he ad-
duced.

Hon. E, H. Harris: No one has criticised
him.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I may
quote a few remarks rorn a letter ad-
dressed to me by the Gold BonLIs Campaign
Committee, through Mr. C . de Bernales--

On behalf of the gold-mining industry as
represented by my committee, I am instructed
to write in order to thank you for the support
your Government through you have expressed
to our appeal for assistance to the Federal
Government. We would like to congratulater
you on the statesmanlike utterance in which
the Government's attitude was presented to,
the Press. We feel that all sections of the
community will support the remarks expressed,
as they aim at achieving a result which must
either directly or indirectly benkefit every citizen
of the Commonwealth. My committee hope
shortly to open their campaign in Melbourne,
Sydney, and Brisbane, and trust we may be
permitted in due Course to seek the Govern-
ment 'a advice and support in this direction.
Again expressing our great appreciation of
the assistance you have extended to our effort,
yours faithfully, for the Cold Bonus Cam-
paign, C. do Bernales.
Mr. Harris, on the other band, deprecated
the efforts of the Government; and it would
he only what is due to the Government if
1 were to deal exhaustively with the hon.
member's rather sneering remarks. How-
ever, I think it will he more appreciated if
I briefly inform the hon, member that he
would he much better taking his part as a
goldflelds representative by getting into the
Government's corner and telling them clearly
what they have done or not done, and thus
endeavour to lie of some assistance. That
is the keynote of the position. No matter
what our political feelings may be, we are
anxious that every portion of the State
should get a fair deal, and that we should
give to industries all the assistance it is in
our power to render. I could go through
lists of proposals in connection with which,
the Government have been most active. They
have spent £83,000 out of the £100,000 set
aside for mining development, the largest
amount ever spent by any Government ini
Western Australia for the benefit of the
mining industry.
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lion. E. HI. harris: Does that include
the £00,000 for the water concession granted
by the .itche'il Goverumenti

The HONO1ARY MINISTER: No. I
say that 91003,00 in all has been de~oted by
this Government to mining development and
£:83,000 actually spent apart from commit-
mients. however, these criticisms get us no-
where, In my opinion one of the chief causes
of the decline of the gold industry has been
the hardship inflicted on the prospector by
way of income ta-x. Certain legislation was
brought down by this (3overnment relieving
thfe pros; ector of -all taxation on his income
from a mine disco~ ered by him, whether the
remuneration be in cash or in shares. An-
other feature is the pressure of income tax
oil mnining comlpanies. Last session we had
o long discuIssion onl that I base of the sub-
ject. Certain arrangements have now been
miade by the Go% erninent to meet the position
and alleviate that taxation.

Hon. E. H, Barris: We gave you credit
for that, bat we said you did not extend
the relief as far as the Commonwealth did.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
the hon. member's remarks here1 and I can-
not discover that he gave the Government
c-redit for anything. Like 'Mr. Holmes, if
J were opposed to a Government, I would
take advantage of every opportunity to give
them a little credit. MHore money has been
spent out of the Ifining Development Vote
by thiis Glovernmnt than was ever spent be-
fore. I mention this by way of proving to
Mir. Hat is that the Government are doing-
something in the interests of mining. We
are as keenly interested in the develpment
of the Golden Mlile as he is. Several mem-
hers of the 'Ministry, including myself. re-
present mining c~ 'ntitueneics. I would draw
the at lelition of Mr. Hai-xis to what the pre-
sent Government have done in reference to
aan t oned lerses, eartacse, And tailings. Mr.
Harris must recoenise that the Glolden 'Mile
is not the only proposition to he taken into
consideration, that other fields have to be de-
veloped, end that the -prospector must re-
ceive a little ascistanee. That assistance has
been given by the present Government whole-
heartedlv. Any mining man who places a
prorosition before the Glovernment or the
officialsq to-day' is essisted to the fnlles;t ex-
tent if it is nnythin~r like good husine~s.
No reonlable proposition put hefore the
Government up to date has been tnirned down.
The Government realise that, after all, it

is the wining industry that is responsible
for the suc~cess attained by the State gener-
ally. 1 realise it is the wish of the House.
that the debate should terminate to-night.
an ti in order that an opportunity may be
given in that direction, I shall now conclude,
merely repeating that, outside a few small
etiticismsz in connection with mining, there
has be .n pra,,tica ty noe criticism of the Gov-
emnent. The Government are most grateful
for the generous attitude of the House, as
I may say briefly now, -and -as will be more
adequately stated by the Leader of the House
when re. lying on the debate genet ally.

P'ersonal Explanation.

Fion. WA. T. Olasheen: I ask leave to make
a personal explanation. I feel indebted to
Mfr. Hickey and Mr. Brown for drawing my
attention to the remarks I made coiicerning
Air. Al, J. MKcCarthy. I would be indeed
sorry to make ally remuarks about my old
friei thant could be regarded as a reflection
upon his ability to earn his living. I think
what I said was merely that Mr. McCarthy
(lid not work very hard, but in making that
statement I em; hasised that in those days
none of us worked very hard. I me~ant the
remark merely by way of a lead up to a
compliment to M1r. -McCarthy. I went on
to say that I gave Air. 3fcCarthv credit for
having- sown in may mind a desire for econ-
omnic study, and that I attributed to him
everytbinz T had attained in that direction.
I think that is a very high compliment to
pay to a man. What I said in relation to
his earning his living- was certainly not in-
tendedl to hie in the natuire of n slur. T
propose to write to -Mr. McCarthy person-
ally a letter of explanation. I especially re-
gret having- said what I did bieause in the
last couple of dars I have heard of a very
sad accident to Mr. McCarthy's son, who
was killed in a mine recently. I was deeply
grrieved to hear of that accident, and would
he still more sorry to think that any obser-
vations T made had added to the --rent grief
which mos he felt by my old friend. I make
this explnaition to the House by way' of en
apology to Mr. McCarthy for what T said.

HON. R. .7. YEIJLAND (M94) [8.301:
T rio not pronose at this late staze of the
Addre~s-in-reply debate to speak at any
great lenr'th. huti intend to doal with a few
matters that have not heen dwelt upon by
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preiious speakers. First of all, in com-
pany with others -who have preceded me, I
desire to express my high appreciation of
the work of the late Mt. Greig. When I
entered this Chamber Last session Mr. Greig
was one of those who extended to me great
courtesy, and I shall never forget his kind-
ness and the assistance lie rendered to me.
1 alsio join with others in extending a hearty
welcome to Vr. Glasheen. If be has the
same experience that I had when I came
here first 12 months ago, hie will be at home
among members at the present time. One
mnight congratulate the Government on the
very informative speech they supplied to
His Excellency the Governor for presenta-
tion to Parliament. It followed the year's
achievements, but it seemed to be very ob-
scure regarding legislation to be brought
forward. 1 am certain members will agree
with me that a little more information in
that respect would be very welcome. I do
not intend to speak on matters of a par-
ochial description. Within my province we
have such old and well-established towns as
Toodyav, York, and Northam, but I do not
consider that they represent the hub of the
universe. I will not contend for anything
those centres are not entitled to receive as
a result of the increased development of the
S tate. When I hear hon. members advo-
cating local needs, as Mr. Burvill did, re-
g&arding Albany, and Mr. Potter regarding
Fremantle, it seems to me that there is only
one town that is of importance in Western
Australia so far ais each of them is con-
cerned. I wish to impress upon members
that as the State develops so will the neces-
sity nrite for the development of, or inereas-
inir, the recouiremieats of th4,wp ports.

Hon. 0. Potter: And the necessity is here
now.

Hon. H. J. YE bLAND: It has not ar-
rived.

Tiun. A. Bunxill: What, after 100 years!
Bon. H. J. XELLAND: If the develop-

ment or' the State reaches the stage when
production becomes greater than our ports
can successfully handle, then is the time
for that development of the ports to take
place.

Hon. G. Potter: We are running late
now.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If our ports can
in any way handle the whole of the prodne
passing through them at the present time,
how (-;n we justify increased expend~iture in

extending those ports before the time arrives
when we Tkhall reap the benefit of any such
expenditure?

Hon. G1. Potter: Harbour works take a
long- time to complete.

lion. H. J. YE bLAND: Perhaps they do.
Ron. G. Potter: There is no "perhaps"

about it.
Hon. J. Ewing: You hare to provide the

harbouirs before you can get the trade.
lon. H. J. VELLAND: The time for ex-

tendling our harbour facilities is when the
production of the State makes those exten-
sions necessary to handle the increased
trade.

Ron. 0. Potter: It is not.
I-on. IEL J. YELLAND: I do not agree

with the lion. member, neither do some of
those wbo are at the present time using
the harbour at Fremantle.

Hon. A. Burvill: You cannot develop a
harbour unless yoLL have a railway running
to it.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Can the hon.
member tell me any harbour that has not
a railway runningc to it now? However, the
whole posit ion, looking at it from the wider
standpoint of the State as a whole, is that
so long as we can go ahead with the de-
velopnient of the State the other things will
follow regarding the coastal trade. As to
our financial position we are all highly de-
lighted to know that the finances have im-
piuved so) upl; reriabl ' . The deficits have
dwindled annually during the last few years.
In 1922 it was £730,135; in 1923, £405,364;
in 1024, £229,158; and in 1925, £59,057.
Thu present Government have taken a con-
siderable amount of credit for that result.

lion. E,. I1. Gray: And they* deserve to.
Hon. HI. 3. VELLAND1: Perhaps so; yet

while at the end of the financial year 1923-
24 the deficit was £229,158, the deficit for
July of this year was £218,955, as against
£C59,000 for the whole of last year. If we
are to continue as we have started during
the pre-cit financial year, T di) not know
what will be the result. The reduction of
the deficit to £59,000 was a creditable per-
formance. I venture the opinion, however,
that had it not been for the developmental
policy of Sir Jamues Miitchell it would not
have been achieved. Moreover, bad Sir
James remained in power to continue his
policy, the deficit of £59,000 would have
been converted into a very substantial stir-
plus. It has to be admitted that during the
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past year augmented taxation increased the tihe siding. It must appeal to everyone,
revenue by at least £42,000. In view of the
state of the finances to-day I hope the Gov-
ernment will not offset that fortunate posi-
tion by embarking upon any of those
schemes that were so disastrous 10 or 15
years ago. At present there has been a con-
siderable offset against that amount by the
introduction of the 44-hour week in connec-
tion with some of the State trading con-
cerns. It would perhaps be a mistake on
my part to pursue this line further. It baa
been dealt with by other members, and it is
my desire more to stress points that have
not been dealt with during the debate.
There is no doubt, however, that the im-
proved financial position is due to the de-
velopment of the agricultural areas, prin-
cipally in the wheat belt. Last year alone
there was an increase of 5,000,000 bushels
of wheat compared with the previous sea-
son. If we consider what that means to the
railways we will realise what this extra haul-
age of freight amounts to. The increased
yield has; extended well back in the wheat
areas, hut the average haulage would be at
least 4d5. per bushel. Working on that basis
it will be seen that the extra wheat yield
represented an additional sum of £80,000 to
the railways for the haulage of that freight.

Hon. V. Hamersley: And yet they say
wheat haulage does not pay?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: At any rate that
was the return last year. While dealing
with wheat, I suggest to the Government
that they give serious consideration to the
necessity for getting into touch with the
Federal authorities with a view to
securing unanimity in favour of the aboli-
tion of the faq. sampling of wheat.
For years past wheat has been sold
on the world's market on the basis of f.tq-
wheat produced throughout the whole of
Western Australia. It may not be wvell
known to hon. members just how the f.a.q.
sample is arrived at. Samples of wheat are
taken from various parts of the State, the
prime being mixed with the poor. All the
samples are thoroughly mixed together and
placed in a bushel receptacle which is then
weighed. In order to get at what the f.a.q.
sample is, it is necessary to have a collec-
tion of the various classes of wheat from all
parts of the State. That is done and that
forms the basis on which our wheat is sold
on the world's markets. And that is the
basis of the value of wheat as; delivered at

therefore, that as the f.aq. sample has been
decided by the Chamber of Commerce for
years past, the producer of the wheat has no
say whatever in fixing the standard for the
season. That standard is fixed by those who
are the buyers and sellers of the wheat.
This is the result that follows: Let us as-
sume that the f.a.q. sample of wheat weighs
62 lbs. That works out at 5s. 2d. per bushel
or Id. per lb. Any wheat that comes in at
612 lbs. is an f.a.q. sample. If the wheat
comes in weighing 65 lbs. it should be worth
5s. 5d., but as it is well within the standard
required it is paid for as f.a.q. wheat at
5 s. 2d. If wheat should be brought along
that weighs 56 or 58 lbs. to the bushel the
grower is docked. That docked wheat, when
it reaches England, is mixed with superior
quality wheat to be made up to f.a.q. sam-
ple and the whole is then sold in the world's
markets as f.a.q. wheat. Consequently nearly
the whole dockage that the farmers are com-
pelled to submit to, are made up with good
wheat and the merchants reap the advan-
tage. The time has arrived when the Gov-
ernment should introduce a system provid-
ing for various grades of wheat, whereby
the grower would be able to receive fair
value for his products. Governments of the
p~ast have seen fit to establish experimental
farmis where extra special wheats have been
bred suitable for growing in various
parts of the State, and this has been
brought uip to such a pitch of perfection
that to-day we are producing a better wheat
than ever before. Yet neither the farmers
nor the State is getting the benefit of that
improvement. The whole of the benefits are
being reaped by those dealing in the wheat.
Consequently there is no encouragement to
the farmer to improve the quality of his
wheat, and so to-day we are crying out for
a better sample. It is to the advantage of
the State, as well as of the individual, that
he should receive the benefits derived from
growing a superior wheat. There should
be co-operation with the Commonwealth, and
in this respect I believe great good could
be done. I have been in communication
with the Director of Agriculture, and he is
quite sanguine that it is possible to do this.
I hope the Government will follow it up
with the idea of putting it to practical use.
A little while ago I had opportunity to
look into the fruit drying industry in the
Eastern States and compare the conditions
with those under which our growers are
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labouring. You, Sir, might remember that
when the returned soldiers at Upper Swan
started to produce lerias, sultanas and cur-
rants, very high prices were being reached
in the Home Land, and the soldiers were
induced to start planting with a view to
meeting the demand, They have done that.
But the land was sold to them at a very
high figure, based on the average produc-
tion and the value then being recived for
the exported article in London. To-day the
market price is very much below the price
then obtainable, and moreover the land on
which these soldiers were placed has been
very much over-eapitalised, with the result
that those men are in a very precarious
position and something will have to be done
if they are to remain on their farms. I
do not want to see a repetition of what oc-
curred some years ago on the wheat areas
when, if a loan failed he walked off his
holding and the Agricultural Bank accepted
the first applicant for the block, with the
result that the second holder reaped the bene-
fit of the labours of his predecessor. I hope
these soldiers are not going to be turned off
their blocks without first being given every
opportunity to make good. After having
gone through the Mildura settlements and
seen what is being produced there, I venture
to say that Western Australia can row
infinitely better g-rapes than those produced
in the Eastern States. Yet we have not
been able to come up to the Eastern States'
dried product, for the conditions over there
help the rower to turn out a fruit superior
to ours. However, I believe our conditions
can be overcome but our growers will
have to be instructed and assisted by the
Government.

Hon. J. Ewing: In what does this State
f ail!T

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: In this respect:
Being so near the coast,' it takes much
longer to dry the fruit, and the longer it
takes, the darker the fruit becomes in colour,
and the darker it is in colour the lower the
grade. In food values our fruit is equal to
theirs, but we cannot produce the same good
colour. Then again, the dried fruit must
come up to the Federal standard to be ex-
ported. When our returned soldiers were
placed at the Upper Swan, Western Aus-
tralia was importing her dried fruits. To-
day we have to export 60 per cent. of our
production, and the whole of the fruit ex-
ported must be up to the standard set un-
der the Commonwealth regulations. That

exported fruit is of very high quality. Any-
thing- of second grade is rejected. There-
fore 60 per cent. of ouir fruit has to be
graded for the Home market, while the
other 40 per cent., which may be of second
grade, is sold locally. Yet the man selling
the inferior article locally is getting a higher
price than he who is selling the standard
article on the world's market. The Govern-
ment should consider these things if they
want to keep those soldiers on their farms.
The Prime Minister, addressing the Commer-
cial Travellers' Association in Melbourne re-
cently1 said, "The market we must have is
the British market. It is wvorth all the other
markets together." Australia sent 12,000
tons of dried fruits to the London market
last year, and that was simply a drop in
thle bucket. The whole solution of our
dried fruit problem in Western Australia
is that which was suggested by Mr. Willmott
when speaking on group settlement, namely,
to increase production to such an extent as
to make our exports felt in the Horne mar-
ket. If we could increase our exports ten-
fold and send 200,000 Irins to London every
year, instead of our hnwau',, to look For mar-
kets we should have tie consumers looking
to us for our products. Here ag-ain is5 one
of the difficulties we are up against in the
markets of Great Britain: T saw a samiple
of sultanas produced in South Europe, close
to the Medireranean. Mildura man aged to
produce a sample of equal quality, but it was
found that in that sample there was a cer-
tain number of spotted fruit that had to be
taken out. It was impossible to take them
oait by mechanical means, so one of the
Greeks at Mildura was asked how they were
able to get such a beautiful sample in Greece.
He said it was done by taking out the whole
of the blacker berries and retaining the
others. When asked the cost of that opera-
tion, he said that in his country boys were
employed to do it at half a crown a dlay.
It will be seen, therefore, that it is impos-
sible for Australia to put such a sample. on
the world's markets and compete with the
product thus specially prepared in Greece.
I was talking over this matter with Mr.
(the fey, the founder of the Mildura settle-
ment. He sugrested that we should form
an Australian standard that could be main-
tained by mechanical means. We should
then have a standard for our dried fruits,
the same as for our wheats, and we could
put the fruit on the world's market at a
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cheaper rate and would then have the world
looking to us and accepting our standard.
I have compared samples of Californian and
Grecian and Spanish fruits, and I can say
that Autalia is capable of producing fruit
quite equal to those. The future of our
dried fruit industry is bright, provided wve
can increase production to such an extent
that we shall be able to demand the atten-
tion of the woild, instead of having to push
our way as at present. I do not propose to
say much onl grouip settlement. I am pleased
to Inow that the Government intend to carry
on the work started by Sir James Miitchell.
The system of group settlement is being
copied in other States as well as in other
parts of the world, and the adx'antage.of the
system is being widely acknowledged. West-
ern Aulstralia is to he complimented upon
having inaugurated such a scheme. Imitation
is the sincerest form of flattery, and I be-
lieve that ere long we shall be able to look
back upon the initiation of our group settle-
ments with the same feelings of satisfaction
as we now look back to the initiation of our
wheat belt settlement, and say that it was
one of the finest thing&s that ever happened
Western Australia. I would point out for
the benefit of those who hare said we should
introduce the contract system, that it was
tried for many years. Mr. McLarty, 'Mana-
ger of the Agricultural Bank, said some
little time ago that the contract system under
the Agricultural Bank had proved a failure
for the last 25 years, and that something else
had to he done if the South-West was to be
develored. In Question 1S895 he says that
group settlement is the only solution of the
difficulty of developing that part of the
State. His opinion is a very_ valuable one.
It has been said that the groupies are money-
less peat le, and that we have settled the
South-West with peol-ie of that t 'ype. That
is the hricht feature of the whole thing.
How many men with money would try to
develop the South-West? If a man had
moniey he would not go there, hut go some-
where else. Sir James Mitchell conceived
the idea of deve-lopinr it with cheap money
that he was able to obtain, and this has been
the on'y way in which he could develop it-

Hon. W. T. fliasheen: Tf they had capital,
had they anywhere else to ~o1I

H1on. Kl J. YELLAiNm: Mfen with can ital
would b uy a ready-made farm, or invest
their mionev in other directions. They would

not develop the South-West under the con-
tract system, as they would have to do if
they camne under the Agricultural Bank.

lon. W. 1'. Glasheen: If they had capital
they would not need the Agricultural Bank.

Bion. HI. J1. YELLAND: Neither would
they hare the inclination to develop the
Sou~th-West.

Hon. IV. T. Glibcen: That is a reflection
on the South-West.

Bion. 1-. JI. YE bLAND: No, because the
land could hare been developed in no other
way. The ,ystem has been a failure for
25 years.

Bon. 11. Stewart: The Agricultural Bank
never tulvauced any appreciable sum of
money for that p~art of the State.

Hon. A. Burvill: The principal cause of
the lack of development was the absence of
sufficient rail-,Nays.

Eon. H. J. YELLAND: The Agricultural
Bank has advanced money for the South-
West. It has advanced money to the full
value of the improvements done.

Hon. A. Burvi Not in the Denmark
area.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Mr. MeLarty
says it was not possible to develop the South-
West under the conditions permitted by the
bank.

Hen. H. Stewart: He would not give it a
trial uinder the group settlement scheme.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
should allow Mr. Yalland to make his speech
in his own way.

Hon. H.- 3. YEELAND: The interjections
are helpful in many ways. lam only quoting
the remarks of Mr. Mcbarty. The only way to
start to develop the South-West was under the
day labour group system, as initiated by Sir
James Mitchell. If, as the Commission sug-
gests, it is possible to do the work under the
contract or piecework system, I welcome the
change, for I believe it will be less expensive.
I cannot tihink that the members of the Com-
mission are sanguine of success. The Com-
mission was comprised of men who had pre-
viously expressed views opposed to piece-
work and in favour of day labour, and how
they are goinr to reconcile the two things,
I do not know. Tn 1913 there was a desire
to call a halt in the development of our
wheat areas. In that year T heard a Labour
leader say in public. that we had no more
wheat land to Pell. If thiat was the case in
1913, how is it we have sold so many thou-
sands of a-rcs of wheat lands sinc the Lab-
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our Government went oat of office, and how
Is it we have increased the production of
our wheat areas to the extent we have? To-
day people are saying, "I)o not let us de-
velop the South-West, or develop the State."
If we refuse to develop the State we are not
carrying out the functions that devolve upon
us as loyal members of the great Empire.
Sir James Mitchell. has always aimed at the
development of the State, for if the State
is developed everything else expands with it.
Ink 1919, 'when he took over the Government.
there were about 3,000 men out of employ-
ment. Despite that, he began a progressive
immigration scme. There were also 11,000
men returning from the war. In 1924 he
bad found work for all, and there were still
jobs available in excess of the number of
men who could take them. To-day every-
where men are crying out for work, because
during the last 12 months the ddvelopment
of the State has been retarded.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not so.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: There was more un-
employment last year.

Hon. H. 3. YE LLAND: At the end of
Sir James Mitchell's regime there was no
unemployment. No previous speaker has
referred to the Muresk agricuiltural colkegc.
A good deal has been said in the Press about
the appointment of the principal. Tle innsF
be a man of high integrity and scientific
attainments. Those are the two essential
points. The ag-ricultural colleges or any
State are a reflex of the agricultural indub -
try of those States. The college reputation
depends upon the principal. If w'e get t
second-grade iman we shall have a second-
grade college, and that will mean we shall
have a second-grade agricultural reputation
as compared with the other States. South
Australian wheat fain macs owed a1 meVat deal
to the work of Professor Lowric 'irhile he
was principal of the agricultural college
there. He fought for the various principles
in which he believed, and maintained that
the only way to increase the yield and im-
prove the general production of South Aius-
tralia was to follow those principles. To-
day he is beloved and acknowledged as one
of the great benefactors of South Australia.
If we start our college wilhi a man who is
niot up to the standard, we shalt'place it in
a i rzition that will he below the stand-
ard. ndort-A in the (other States. It will
ab'o menthat our az-rieultural industry
will suffer in reputation. If it is possible

to secure the services of one of the leading
men in the Eastern States we should im-
mediately do so. I do Dot care what the
szalary is,. The best salary paid In the
principal of Roseworthy, Hfawkesbury or
Dookie colleges, is not too great to pay to
die principal of 2ulurs college. If a
man is of value to any of the other States,
he must surely he of equal value to Western
Australia. Why not offer him a higher
salary to take charge of Alureak college,
with the object of creating a standard that
will be creditable to Western Australia and
assist us in our agricultural development?
Tf we start low we shall have a low reputLa-
tion throughout our agricultural career, If
we offered any one of' those prinvipals an
vxtra £250 a year over and abofve his
piresent salary, intll Sin appointmnitt for 10
years, it would mean only £2p500 in that
time, hut would place the college in the posi-
tion of being second to none in Australia.
If, however, we take from one of those col-
leges the second in command, the 1Afaresk
college would immediately become second ti.
the college from which we had taken the
second professor. I cannot express myself
too strongly on the matter. 'When we read
in the paper that the Minister for Agricul-
lure is practically wedded to the appoint-
ment of a State school teacher to the posi-
Lion of principal, 1. must say it is nothing
short of a damnable disgrace to Westerni
Australia. Words almost fail me when .
think that our college is likely to he placedl
in such a degradeil position as to he
s1ituatedl so far beluwi those of the other
States, when, with our great agril-
rural possibilities ii should he foremost
con the list of sutch colleges. A fter
wsv have obtainel the best possible main,
we shoild hare 1he college affiliated with
the University, so as to enable our
youngt mcii to take agricultural degrees
and obviate the necessity for their going to
the other States. 1 udid want to say some-
thing shout the railways and the apathy of
the Governm~nt in coinnection with the
Caterers' Union strike.

Ron. E. Ff. Gray: That has been thra-hed
to death.

Hon. IT. J. YET'TAND: There is one noint
in connection with tl's strike I cannot over-
look, and it is this: While that strike was
in progres-% the lustices, through their
aSeowiation. fo)rared a letter to the
Artin-_ Premier suiztesfinT thant 1,e qhiil4
tn-s e, iain netior. Tl-cce nlVntlmen
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acted in accordance witb their oath of
allegiance to fin Majesty the King
and they did the right thing in pro-
testing. The acting Premier (Mr. Angwin)
is reported to have said that if he could
have found out wvbo those particular justices
were, he would have called 'won them to re-
sign.

Hon. E. H. Gray: And they would have
deserved it, too.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I think the lion.
member is speaking in ignorene of the re-
quirements of a justice of the peace. He
would not have made such an observation
were he cognisant of the duties of a justice.

Hon, E. H. Gray: His anutics are to dis-
pense justice and not to take sides.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The justices
would have been wanting in their duty to the
State and would have been violating the o'b-
ligation of their oath to preserve peace and
good order. had they not adopted that at-
titude. I shall show for the hion. member's
information just how they carried out their
o bligation. Section 237 of the Criminal
Code reads--

It is lawful for any person who witnesses a
breach of the pence to interfere to prevent
the continuancea or renewal of it, and to use
such force as is reasonably necessary for such
prevention and is reasonably proportioned to
the danger to be apprehended from such con-
tinuance or renewal, and to detain any person
who is commnitting or who is about to join in
or to renew the breach of the peace for such
time as may be reasonably necessary in order
to give him into the custody of a police officer.
Section 566 read,%-

It is lawful for a justice or police officer
to arrest without warrant any person whom
he finds committing any indictable offence or
committing any simple offence with respect
to which it is provided that a person found
committing it may be arrested by a police
officer without warrant.

I also have an opinion as to tile competency
of a justice to order an arrest. This opinion
was given in 1922 by Sir WValter Jams,

KCas follows:-
1. The duty of conserving the peace lay in

ancient times primarily with the holders of
certain offices (one of which was the offie
of justice of the peace) filled by appointment
or by election, and the right of appointment
was assumed by Edward II1. in 1327. By an
Act of that year, it was enacted: ''The King
wills that in every country good men and law-
ful which be no maintainers of evil or bar-
rotors in the county shall be assigned to keep
the peac.' These are very wide and general
words which must now be read in the light of
improved administration and of fuller legisla-
tion. And to-day it ay, be taken broadly

speaking that a justice of the peace discharge3
his duties in court, or as a preliminary to £
bearing in court or for the purpose of enforcing
an order made in court. The modern police-
man-and we are apt to overlook how modern
he is-with the consequent series of Acts d.le
fining his duties has created a regulated syd-
ten, by which peace is conserved and under
which offenders are brought before courts of
justice by machinery in which judges and jus-
tices take no personal initiative, but in which
they discharge judicial functions. They have
ceased to be ''keepers of the peace'' in that
active and fpersonal sense which prevailed in
past centuries.

2. The Justices Act, 1902-1920, Section 15,
says, "Justices of the peace shall have and
may exercise within and for their jurisdiction
the several powers and authorities conferred
upon them by this Act or by a general com-
mission of the peace.'' And Sections 26 and
28 of the same Act state what a justice an
do out of sessions, that is when not in court.
These three sections cover the usual activities
of a justice before and after sessions.

3. At common law a justice might appre-
hend, or by a verbal order cause to be appre-
hended any person committing a felony or
breach of the peace in his presence. But the
relevant provision on this head is now em-
bodied in the Code, Sections 237 and 566.

Thoem are the sections I have quoted.
Hion. E. H. Gray: But there was no

breach of the peace.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Sir W.Aalter
James's opinion continued-

4. The Criminal Code forms a general
guide, but if special Acts give justices express
power to direct or verbally order an arrest,
then the provisions Of such an Act should be
relied upon. Whenever a justice has power
to arrest without a warrant, he has the power
to direct a constable to arrest. See Section
37 of the Justices Act.

5. Applying the above principles to the
case submitted to me, it was the duty of the
constable to arrest Smith when so directed by
the justice.
It is quite within the jurisdiction of the
justices and indeed it is their duty to see
that peace is maintained, and if necessary
to direct the attention of a constable to any
breach, or even to order the arrest.

I-on. E. H. Gray: You hadl better send
them around to election meetings in the city.

Hon. H. J. yELLANP: Let me direct
attention to Section 12 of the Justices Act,
which reads:-

Every member of the Executive Council,
every judge of the Supreme Court, and every
chairman of a court of general or quarter ses-
sions of the peace, police or resident ma~s-
tratn or coroner shall, by virtue of his office
and without any further commission or auth-
ority than this Act, be a justice of the peace
for the State.
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According to that, the members of the Ex-
ecuti e are ex officio justices of the peace,
and we found ourselves in the peculiar posi-
tlion of one body of justiets declaring that
another body of justices were only fit to be
erased from the roll. Yet those justices, as
I have shown, carried out their duties with
all due respect to the obligations of their
oath of allegiance, while the others, instead
of supporting them, did their level best to
dissuade them and even t-3 intimidate them.
That is the position in which the justices
were placed on that occasion, and being a
justice myself and knowing the difficulties
with which they are sometimes confronted,
I feel justified in explaining to members the
actual position in which thbey stood at that
time.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Do you suggest that
they were acting on behalf of the whole of
the justicesi

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: They were act-
ing in accordance with their oath of al-
legiance to the Crown, and in the best in-
terests of the peace which they have sworn
to maintain.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Based upon faked
Press reports.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND): Based upon
nothing but what they saw for themselves.
I know that the Executive have a right to
call upon them to put in their resignations,
if they think fit, but a justice has never
yet been called upon to resign, unless on
account of removal from the district, or
he himself has been guilty of a breach of the
peace or lack of allegiance to His Majesty.
In the circumstances it was only an act of
intimidation on the part of the Government,
who have not had the courage to call upon
those justices to resign. I am pleased
to know that the justices had the courage
to forward that letter to the Government.
They acted in the best intercstE- of the State
and are to be commended for the action
they took.

Ron. E. H. Gray' : They acted at the in-
stigation of the Employers' Federation.

Hon. H. J. YELI.AKD: Nothing of the
sort: the hon. member is speaking without
any knowledge of the facts. The justices
acted withont bias, and they knew perfectly
well that the Government, every member of
which was ex officio a justice of the peace,
should have carried out the duty that they
themselves would have instructed the police
to do had the necessity arisen. I hope the

Government will give due consideration to
the four points I have mentioned.

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [9.26]:
1 congratulate the Government upon the
state of the finances. They, following in
the footsteps of the Mitchell administration
and by keeping down expenditure, have
achieved very creditable results. Sir James
Mitchell must be a proud man to-day in hav-
ing showered upon himi the congratulations
he has received at seeing his prophecy of
three years ago fulfilled, a prophecy that
the State had turned the corner and in three
or four years would show a credit balance
instead of a deficit. On the 30th June last
the deficit for the year stood at less than
£E100,000, which was a very creditable
achievement. The improved financial posi-
tion of the State is largely due to the laud
settlement policy of the previous Govern-
ment, and it shows that that policy was the
right one for the State. The greatest pro-
blem confronting us to-day is that of set-
tling this huge State. The development of
a territory like Western Australia requires
broad-minded men who are not afraid of
launching out on a policy of development
north, south and east. We have millions
of acres of land that are well worthy of at-
tention, and I hope the present Government
will continue to open up the country as the
previous Government were doing. More at-
tention should be paid to the North-West.
Having lived there for years, I know what
settlement the country is capable of carrying.
The Government will have to tackle the
North-West in no parochial spirit. There
are in Western Australia to-day valuable
mines that are not being developed simply
because of the cost of development-and I
now refer especially to the North. Western
Australia has millions of acres of agricul-
tural land awaiting development. The wheat
belt is advancing every year, though not so
fast as it might be. Neither are our rail-
ways being extended as rapidly as they
should be. The present Government, having
the opportunity of cheap money, might pro-
ceed with a scheme of railwaj extension.
Not having had the time, I have not as yet
gone through the report of the Royal Com-
mission on Group Settlement. Therefore I
shall not comment on it. However, it be-
hoves the Government to see that the rich
agricultural lands of the South-West are
developed by closer settlement. I would
advise Ministers to re-introduce the Closer
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Settlement Bill of a couple of sessions ago.
If that measure were passed, the Government
could embark on a large drainage scheme in
the South-West, and settle thousands of farm-
ers there. We have land as good as is to be
found in any part of the world, undeveloped.
Diurinig the last 12 months I have travelled
in various countries, and I return more sat-
isfied than ever with the prospects of WVest-
6ru Australia. We have swamp and flat
[ands eq1ual to country selling in the Eastern
State4 at £101) per acre. With a careful
continuance of the migration policy we shall
bef'or, long overtake the whole of the local
lenoand for farm jproduce. We are now
importing about £500,000 worth of buitter
per annum. That, certainly, is not as it
should be. We have the land, hut there
are three things wre wvant badly for the de-
velopment of the l.and: men and women who
are wxilling to work, money for development,
and markets for our produce when the coun-
try has been developed. Great Britain can
supply us with all three requirements. I
think the Premier's visit to England will
ao Western Australia much good. The
bon. gentlentait's lii has broadened his
mind. He has rubbed shoulders with the
sta tesmen and fi naniciers of Great Britain,
and now he will be able to carry the burden
of the Premiership far more easily. As re-
gards the cheap money arranged for by the
Bruce Government, it represents one of the
lbest schemes ever offeied to any part of the
world. The money is being obtained at I
per cent, for the first live years, and at 2
per cent, for the next five years; which
means an allowance of about 40 per cent.
to cover losses. Those terms are much
better than the terms of the agreement
noeotiated by Sir James Mitchell in Ener-
land, though that agreement was considered
a most advantageous one when hie made it.
One reason why I have risen this evening
is that Mr. Baxter has made certain re-
marks. Sneaking on Tuesday of last weekc,
Mr. Baxter said-

What dh4l the Government officials know of
the South-Westl Very little.

Hon. J. Ewing: What about Mr. Metarty?
Hom. 0. F. Baxter: Mr. MeLarty is an office

'nan. If vou take binm ont of the ofl~ee and
tell hinm that he is capable of adviain r as to
what should be done in the South-West, I
cannot subscribe to the statement.

Ron. T. Moore: What experience of develop.
Inent has ho had, and where?

ffon. C. F. Bnxter, Mr. AfeLarty haqg had
n experience whatever in that direction.

imu. T. Moore: Mr. MeLarty did not do
much with his own land at Pinjarra.

Hon. J. Ewing: He has done wonderful
work for the country.

Hon. T. Moore: He has asked others to do it.
Hon. E. ROSE: Mr. MeLarty was born

on a farm at Pinjarra. His father, an old
and much respected member of this House
for many years, was one of the most practi-
cal farmers in the South-West. He started
wvith noth ing, and worked his way up to
an assured position by his own practical
experience. Hiq sons who followed him-
one of them is fhe Controller of Group
Settlemient-had as good a training as
anyonIe could possibly have. I have no axe
to grind in this matte;, and hold no brief
For anybody; but I consider that Mr.
Baxter, before making. that statement,
should have ascertained what Mr. Me-
Larty's experience has been. Mr. McLarty
worked very hard on that farm. When the
late 11Ir. Paterson went down to Pinjarra
for the purpose of asking Mr. MoLarty to
assist him in the Agricultural Hank, lie found
him grubbing a tree on the farm. Mr. Me-
Larty has had experience from the bottom
upwards. His people's farm in the South-
West is as tip to date as anybody's farm.
They had a dairy farm on which 60 or 70
cows were milked every day. tIe helped to
milk the cows, to rear pigs, and to do
fencing, and when he left the farm he knew
perfectly well what advice to give to farm-
er's. Mr. McLarty is perfectly qualified to
advise regarding what is to be done in the
South-West. A public servant should not
be unfairly criticised here, since he has not
the opportunity of replying.

Hon. T. Mfoore: He has been criticised in
the Press.

Hon. J. R. Brown: This overtime makes
lion, members venomous.

Hon. E. ROSE: Mr. MeLarty still has
an interest in a big farm in the South-
West, and is up to date in all farming
methods. I believe he has been in
the Agricultural Bank now for about
25 years. During that period lie has
advanced some millions of pounds to farm-
ers, chiefly in the wheat belt; and a good
part of that money has teen repaid. I
think the Leader of the House will bear
mie out in statingI that in Mr. Metairty we
have at the head of the group settlement
scheme a man who can be thoroiwhly relied
upon. a man knowing his wvork from A to
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Z. Mdr. MeLarty was next to the general
manager of the Agricultural Bank for about
20 year;, and in 1920 became the general
manager, and if he dots not know how to
advise on farming, very few can do so. He
has had a hand in settling more farmers
on the land than any man in Australia.
After all, who, except Mr. Mekarty, has
had the directing of the group settlement
scheme? Even apart from his experience,
Mr. -MeLarty is an extremely able mant;
and hie is assisted by capable officers. The
group settlement scheme is one of the best
schcitxes ever started, and I1 hope the
present Government will continue on much
the same lines. Mistakes have been made
in the scheme, as mistakes are made in all
large concerns, in business, in mining, and
in ),,n-iculture alike. If 50 per cent. of the
settlers are successful, the groups are going
to he a gicat thing for Western Australia.
Some people say, "Look at the waste of
Money, aind how are we going- to meet our
obligations?" Anyone who has travelled
throm'hi the South-W~est must recognise
that the groups with their families are one
of the best assets any country can have.
I have visited the groups, and I believe they
are going to be a great success. Only a few
years ago when the wheat belt was in process
of being settled, when men were being placed
att Yardimr and B~ruce Rlock, the same comn-
plaints were made. It was asserted that
money was being wasted and that the set-
tlers were starvingl. I well rememtber the
late general secretary of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association speaking at vatrioLus
centres in this strain, declaring that the
settlers were living in hessian huts,' that
the women were clothed in hessian, and
that the people had nothing to eat except.
boiled wheat and treacle. He said Sir
James Mlitchell ought to be ashamed of
himisrlf for pr'llingz people out there in such
conditions. The same cry is being raised.
now about the group settlements in the
South-West, but in a few years that will
all he over. Only by group settlements can
tite 'So-th he settled. because newcomers
cannot be esrected to isolate themselves as
we did when we were young. They are a dif-
ferent class of people, and the only way to
settle themn is to pitt them in groups. More-
over, that is a much cheaper process, since
in connection with groups there are schools,
railway communication and so forth. I have
no fear whatever of the future of land
settlement int the South-West. Refer-

ence is made in the Governor's Speech
to the harbours of Western Australia. Sir
George Buchanan, the eminent British har-
bour expert, is at present in Western Auz-
tralia inspecting three of the principal ports
of the State. I am sorry that his sojourn
will not p~ermit of him inspecting other
ports as well. When land settlement is still
further extended and the production and
population of the State increased, we shall
have to provide improved facilities at the
outer ports in order that we may ship our
produce away without, as is necessary in
somne ports in the North, lightering it to the
ships. At Geraldton a considerable amount
of money is being spent, and the wheat coun-
try in the hinterland warrants that expendi-
ture. The same applies to Albany and Bun-
bury. We also have such ports as Busselton
and Esperance, which w'ill have to be pro-
vided with accommodation to enable boats to
load our produce without difficulty. As a
member representing the South-Western Pro-
vince I was lpleased to note the cordial recep-
tion given by the Premier to a deputation
that waited upon him regarding- the provision
of a power house at Collie. We bear com-
plaints about failures on the land, but those
men are not failures; they are merely mis-
fi ts. If the power station is erected, the
cheap current available will resullt in the
establishment or secundary industries
throughbout the South-West, and that will
provide employment for a great many men
who may trot have proved suitable for work
on the land. Put some of us in offices and
we would prove rank failures. The same
applies to some men who have heen put on
the land. With the inauguration of the Col-
lie scheme, however, the creation of second-
ary industries should prove of great ad-
vantage to the South-West and to the State
generally. There are a number of other
points with which I could deal, bitt I have
ito intention of delaying the House any
longer. I would not here spoken at all had
I not read the report of Mr. Baxter's corn-
ments on Mr. MeLarty. It would not have
been fair had I, as a representative of the
South-West, allowed his remarks to go un-
challenged. It was very pleasing to hear the
remarks of the last speaker regarding group
settlement. It came to us as representatives
of the Southi-Western province as a great
surprise because, as a rule, representatives
coming from the wheat belt have spoken un-
favourably -regarding the South-West and
group settlement. Therefore his remarks
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were all the more pleasing. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion.

THE OOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M1. Drew-Central) [9.49]: I have much
pleasure in joining with other members in
extending congratulations to Mr. Cliasheen
on his election as a representative of the
South-East Province. The fact that he has
been chosen by such an important province
to represent it in this House is testimony to
his abiiity and character. I feel sure from
the reputation he has earned that he will
prove to he a worthy successor to one who
has enjoyed the respect and esteem of us
all. It would take a considerable time to
deal, even briefly, with all the questions
raised during the course of this debate. I
am sure it is not expected that I shall do
50- It will he enough if I touch upon mat-
ters of particular interest from the stand-
point of the State, and of particular inter-
est to the provinces represented by members
in this Chamber. I thank Mr- Ewing for his
generous speech. He is not a member of
the party to which the Government belong.
lie is a political opponent and was a Cab-
inet Minister in the Government who were
defeated by the party to which I am at-
tached. In his speech he displayed a mag-
nanimity which I appreciate, hut I cannot
follow his line of reasoning in all matters. He
paid a tribute to his late chief, Sir James
Mitchell, and it is only natural that he
should do so. I have no fault to find with
him in that respect. I do not wish to say
one word in depreciation of Sir James Mit-
chell. I have admired his zeal for land set-
tlement, his keen sense of honour, and the
fairness that characterised his administra-
tion. He exercised justice to every section
of the community, even to those who are
strongly opposed to him in political mat-
ters. Mly objection is not that Mr. Ewing
sounded the praises of Sir James Mitchell,
but to some of the arguments he used in sup-
port of his eulogy. He told us that when
Sir James Mitchell came into power, plenty
of people, including members of Parliament,
advocated the imposition of heavy taxation
but that Sir James Mitchell declined to
adopt such a course,

Hon. J. Ewing: Quite true.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is

most unsusual for members of Parliament to
advocate heavy taxation.

Hon. J. Ewing: Mr. Pilkingtou did.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
known members of Parliament to oppose
bitterly any imposition of heavy taxation.
In this instance the exception proves the
rule. What are the facts? Sir James Mit-
chell entered office as Premier of the State
on 17tb May, 1919. He did not immediately
introduce a taxation measure because there
was no necessity to do so. The Lefroy Gov-
ernment during the previous session had
raised the income tax to 2s. 6d. in the Z on
all incomes in excess of £4,766. Sir James
Mitchell got the full beniefit of that taxa-
tion. But he was not satisfied. In the fol-
lowing year, 1920-21, he increased the tax
to 4s. in the £ and imposed a super tax of
15 per cent. That super tax applied not
only to incomes but to land as well. For the
year 1922-23 there was a further increase,
but the exemption to married men was in-
creased from £156 to £200. In 1923-24 that
flat rate of 49. in the £C was made to apply
to incomes of £E6,672 instead of to those of
£7,766 to which figure it had been
raised in the interim. The super tax
of 15 per cent. was also extended
to apply to dividend duities after Sir
James Mitchell's first year in office.
Therefore, it is quite incorrect for Mr.
Ewing to say that Sir James did not in-
crease taxation. Then again, he said that
Sir James Mitchell had claimed that he
would carry out a land policy that would
relieve the financial position. Later Mr.
Ewing said that Sir James started the group
settlement, and that it was the inauguration
of that scheme that had saved Western Aus-
tralia. Mr. Ewing had been speaking of the
deficit and the inference was that the estab-
lishment and carrying on of the group set-
tlement scheme had had the effect of reduc-
ing the deficit for the year to £59,000.

Hlon. J. Ewing: I think so too.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You doYI

I am unable to grasp that argument. I amn
aware that the expenditure of loan money
is reflected in revenue, but we have been
spending enormous sums of loan money dur-
ing the last 15 years. When the deficit
reached its peak of about £700,000, thene
was probably a larger expenditure of loan
money than there was last year. The fact is
that the group settlement scheme had noth-
ing whatever to do with the reduction of the
deficit or the improvement in the finances.
We all hope, and many of us believe, that
the scheme will be a success, but so far it
has not contributed a single cent towards
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interest and sinking fund in connection with
the loan expenditure on that work.

Hon. J. Ewing: What about the eftect
upon the railways!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
scheme has not helped, up to the present, to
save the State financially, wbatever it may
do in the future. All ilil agree that the
prosperity of the State is due to increased
productioni. That increased production has
been brought about mainly by two means.
The first represents the results of the policy
of agricultural railways fur which the Wil-
son and Scaddan Governments were largely
resJponsible. During the first few weeks the
Scaddan Government were in ollie we real-
ised that the Wilson Government had placed
on the statute-hook during the preceding
session Bills providing for 12 agricultural
railways and that we ha4d to find money for
the construction of those lines. Among them
was the Mullewa-Wongan Hills railway of
nearly 300 miles. The Wilson and Scaddan
Governments did a great deal towards start-
ing the construction of agricultural railways.
Those railways, however, created the deficit
for many years during which they did not
pay interest or sinking fund nor yet work-
ing expenses. It was then that the deficit
commenced to mount up. During recent
years they have commenced to pay and many
of the railways have not only paid interest
and sinking fund but have also contributed
to Consolidated Revenue in a fairly sub-
stantial way. Sir James Mitchell can claim
great credit in connection with that policy
of railway construction adopted by the 'Wil-
son Government. Sir James was Minister
for Lands in that Government and exercised
his influence with the Premier of the State
in those days to have the construction of
agricultural railways made a prominent
plank in their political platform. The
second way by which the improvement has
heen achieved is on account of Agricultural
Bank advances. That policy helped in a
marked manner to stimulate production.
The Seaddain Government introduced
an amendment to the Agricultural Bank
Act which extended the limit of the
amo4unt to be advanced from £750
to £2,000, in addition to which they
were liheral regarding loans as well, In jus-
tice to Sir James Mfitchell it has to he said
that he made a special feature of assistance
to settlers through the Agricultural Bank.

11Le had the Act further amended and the
trustees of the banik were enabled to ad-
vance pound for pound on improvements
carried out on holdings. In this respect Sir
James did splendid work in the direction of
increasing prod uction and I wish to give him
every credit for it. The present MLin-
ister for Lands (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
is pursuing a similar policy, and during the
first year he was in ollice, up to the 30th
April, 1925, he adtancad E361,382 on loan
to settlers throug-h the Agricultural Bank.
For a similar period Sir James Mitchell ad-
vanced £353,825, or practically the same
amount as Mr. Angwin. Mr. Angwin was
just a little over the amount loaned by Sir
James, but that is neither here nor there.
I may perhaps he just a little less during

the next year, but that is, not likely.
Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Good seasons and

high prices for our products have accounted
for the reduced deficit.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
heard that before. During the last 15 years
there have been about 12 good seasons, yet
there has been no appreciable reduction in the
defticit. Others have said that the increased
income tax resultingE from the good season
has been responsible for the reduction of
the deficit. However, we have not collected
that yet. And, may I ask, how can the good
season experienced in 1924-25 have any
effect on the amount of income tax the Gov-
ernment would have received?

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: If the good seasons
had not been responsible, why are we so
much afraid of a drought at present?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:. Cer-
tainly the good season has not been respon-
sible for increased income taxation, because
the returns were only recently filled in and
submitted to the Ta-ation Commissioner.
We shall not derive that increased income
taxation iintil toward the end of this finan-
cial year. Mr. Stewart complained of the
shortness of time allowed for the recent
South-East Province by-election. I comn-
municated with the Chief Electoral Officer,
and T will read his explanation as follows-

I. The Clerk of the Writs (moyself) re-
ceived Ion the 25th June last, a warrant from
the President of the Legislative Council order-
ing the issue of a writ for the holding of an
election in the South-East Province.

2. The writ was issued forthwith (on the
date of its receipt) as required by Section
67 of the Electoral Act.
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3. The dates fixed were-Nominations, 3rd
July; polling day, 18th July; return of writ,
4th August.

4. So far as the intervening days are con-
cerned, these dates practically coincide with
those for the South-West Province By-election
in 1923, the conditions of the two proviuces
from an electoral standpoint, being practically
identical. The South-West Province dates
were as follow-Issue of writ, 19th June;
nominations, 27th June; polling day, 14th
July; return of writ, 28th July.

No special effort, so far as I am concerned,
was made to hurry matters, but it should be
remembered that there is bound to be some
variation in periods between nomination and
polling day owing to the necessity of adhering
to the general practice of holding all elections
on a Saturday.

5. Lookiug back on previous by-elections
generally, I1 find also that, with the exception
of the East Province, the intervening days for
province by-elections outside the metropolitan
area vary very little from those obtaining ait
the recently-hield South-East Province by-elec-
tion; in fact, in some eases the period inter-
vening between nomnination ad polling days
are tes.,

Now that Mr. Stewart's remarks have been
submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer, no
douht that officer, whven making future ar-
rangements, will provide for further time
being given for the holding of by-elections.
Mr. Stewart also wanted information about
the extension of the railway for Denmark.
That question was, before Cabinet and the
decision was arrived at that it could not be
comeneed during the present financial year.
Mr. Stewart dealt with the light lands ques-
tion and suggested an amendmnent of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act to
increase the acreage exempted for five
years from taxation. I am bringing
that matter uinder the notice of the
Minister for Lands, and I trust that
some action will be taken, as suggested
by Mir. Stewart. Mr. Stewart also asked
what had been done in regard to the
dedication of State forests. Not much has
been done, yet more has been done than w-as
done during- the previous year. Up to the
30th June, 1924, somne 54,099 acres were
dedicated, whereas last year the area dedi-
cated was 132,8011 acres. The matter is hav-
ing the attention of the Surveyor General.
The delay has been due in large. measure
to the absence from the State of the Pre-
mier, who is Mfinisterial head of the Forests
Department. No doubt now that 'Mr. Collier
is again here on the spot, he wvill go on with
further dedications. 'Mr. Potter, in urging
the claims of Fremantle, stressed the amount

paid into Consolidated Revenue by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust. That is not a good
argument. Fremantle is the gateway of the
State, and a vast proportion of the goods
that come to Western Australia come through
Fremantle. Sonic of the revenue is contri-
buted by persons living thousands of miles
fromn Fremnantle. Despite that, a number of
imiprovemients are going on at the port, imn-
provements involving a substantial amount
of money. During the lest few years a
fairly large sumi has been expended on the
port. I have obtained information from the
Fremnantle Harbour Trust in resjpect of this
question. It isas follows:-

Work performned by the Public Works De-
pnartanent-deepening entrance channel and
inner harbour to 36 fet:-In the year 1922-
23 the amount spent was £38,742, in 1923-24
it was £35,533, and in 1924-25 it was £29,202.
The work was practically completed during
1924-25, very little remaining to be done at
30th June, 1925.

Victoria Quay reconstruction.- In regard
to this work very considerable progress
has been made in the replacement of Vic-
toria. Quay with ferro-concrete piles and
a heavier timber superstructure to provide
for advanced methods of handling goads.
Up to 30th -June, 1925, 737 concrete
piles had been made and 283 driven in posi-
tion. A length of 400 feet of new wharf was
completed and in use since December last.
The work of reconstructing tbe whole quay
will go steadily on.

New Wharf Cranes: Four new cranes of
the Babeox & Wilcox type of wharf gantry
level luffing electric cranes are in course of
construction at a cost of £6,000 each. The
first of these cranes is approaching comple-
tion and the three remaining machines are well
in hand. These cranes are being Paid for out
of Treasury Suspense Account. These cranes
are being constructed by the State Implement
Works,' which is making an excellent job of
them. Deeirrns are in hand for a 15 or 20-ton
crane for Victoria Quay, which it is proposed
to build at the State Implement Works, also
out of Treasury Suspense Account.

Wheat Shipn-ing Facilities: Considerable
alterations to railway lines at the North Quay
to facilitate the shipment of the promised
heavy wheat harvest next season are in hand
by the Harbour -Trust, and a new grain shed
500 feet long by 6G1 feet wide is being built
at the North Quay by the Public Works De-
partment, on the recommendation of the Har-
bour Trust Commissioners, to cost £11,000;
this will be ready for the coming season.

Precooling' of Fruit for Shipment: The Har-
bour Trust Qnnmmiqsioners, at considerable cost,
fitted one shed at Victoria Quay with ventil-
ating doors and roof cowls to ventilate fruit
stacks prior to shipment, and the fruit shippers
have e':pressed themselves as well satisfied
with the work.
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So it will be seen from this report that Fre-
mantle is in no way neglected, that both the
Government and the Harbour 'Trust recog-
nise its needs and will not spare money re-
quired to effect necessary improvements. The
question of the dry dock is one requiring
carefuli examination. When I was a member
of the Daglish Government we proposed to
establish a floating dock at Fremantle at a
cost of £150,000. This was announced by
Mr. Daglish, and as a result indignation meet-
ings were held at Fremantle and Mr. flag-
tish was strongly denounced. The proposed
floating dock bad to be abandoned. Then a
graving dock was proposed and a Bill was
introduced to provide for the establishment
of such a dock. The Bill was carried by one
vote in this Chamber, and I took the respon-
sibility of casting my vote in its favour.
However, it proved a ghastly failure. Now
the question of a dock at Fremantle must
receive consideration. It will involve a heavy
exlpenditure of money, and the Government
will first have to be satisfied as to its abso-
lute necessity. Mr. Willmott referred to
the Collie power scheme, but there has since
been a deputation to the Premier, and he
knows the result. Mir. Willmott also alluded
to the delay in the taking over of the line
from Jarnadup to Pemberton. The Railway
Department wade an inslpection of the line
on the 23rd October of last year and found
it to be in a very unsatisfactory condition.
The Railway Department's engineer was un-
able to certify to its being fit for traffie,
consequently it was not taken over, for it
would involve a pretty heavyi expenditure to
put the line in proper repair. The sawmills
are retaining control of the railway for the
time being. Mr. Nicholson said that sugar
beet might be one of the commodities capable
of being grown by group settlers. It is
essential to the production of sugar beet that
the land should be good, deep and friable.
At Maifra, in Victoria, the soil on which
beets are grown consist mostly of river flats
having several feet of loam. Sugar beet,
I am informed by the Agricultural Depart-
ment, cannot be grown wader pioneering con-
ditions; intensive cultivation is essential to
a degree to which the bulk of our settlers
have not attained. it is also a summer plant
and requires moisture during. the summer
months. At Maifra the average annual rain-
fall is over 21 inches, of %;hich something
like 12 inches falls during the summer
months, October to March, and about 9
inches between April and September. Even

at Mafira for the most satisfactory results
irrigation mnust be resorted to. It is con-
sidered that in p;ortionsa of the South-West
of this State, where the climatic conditions
are most favourable, the production of this
crop could he satisfactorily achieved. The
rainfall in the South-West ranges from 30
irns, to 40ins. annually, but onily a small per-
centage of it falls during the summer
months. Therefore, exep1 t in p)icked spots
it is probable the cultivation ot beet in West-
ern Australia can only he carried on under
irrigation conditions. A niujier of trials
with sugar beet have been made in this State,
the results indicating that it is possible to
produce satisfactory returns and that the
quality is suj erior to the nvt'z'ge quality of
the beet produced in America; but it has not
been proved to such ain c~xtvrt as to justify
anyone in embarking upon the enterprise on
a commercial scale. I agree that experiments
should be carried out, and i doubt the mat-
ter will in due course receive the attention
of the Agricultural IDepartment. Dir. Bar-
ter referred to the appointmeiit of a succes-
sor to the late Mir. Basil 31 urray on the
Fremantle Harbour Trust. He thinks a re-
presentative of the producers should have
been appointed. I agree that the producers
could put up a good case in support of their
claims. The position was that the members
of the Trust were appointed by a previons
Government, and the present MTinistry had
no representative amongst the Commis-
sioners. We required one mem iber there who
would protect our interests. A representa-
tive of the Lumper's Union was appointed
by the Scaddan Government, and re-ap-
pointed during tha term of successive ad-
ministratioins. The appointment of that
gentleman in many instances prevented the
occurrence of industrial disputes. But the
Government required a man who, while sym-
patlietic with their policy could view mat-
ters from every angle and thc.y found him in
31r. McMah on. He was in the employment
of the Trust, he knew everything about the
harbour, and had the confideoce of all sec-
tions of the community. It was recognised
that his services as Commissioner would be
of rent value. Mr. McMahon occupied a
high position in the Labour movement. That
would be considered by seine sufficient dis-
qualification. In the eyes of a few no La-
bour man is fit to fill a responsible public
position. That is the view prevailing in some
quarters, and Mr. Baxter himself seemed to
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rovide the fuel. Referring to Mdr. Taylor's
re-appointment he said-

I had to put up a good fight to keep a Fe.
preseutative of the Labour class on the board.
With whom? Not with narrow political
partisans, but wvith a Cabinet that had the
reputation of being broad minded, which
everyone Look to be broad mninded, and which
in the end proved to he broad minded, There
is a Biblical utterance which assures us that
bread cast upon the waters iil return after
many days. I will keep 'Mr. Baxter in mind,
and I hope that when the time comes it will
not be necessary for me to put up a good
fight in order to secure the representation
or the producers upon the Trust. Mr.
Gray, attacked the Education Department
over the distribution of milk in the State
schools. Poor Education De; artrnent! It
hrdf nothing whatever to dto with the distri-
b-tion, for that had been arranged by the
leudors and individual teacherfi. The De-
partment simply gave it,- ('onsent. The
iuvement was not a succeios. In the early
tiges the bulk system was adopted and

proved fairly satisfactor 'y. Subsequently,
Ce milk was supplied in bottles, but the

b-ottles did not contain more than a quar-
ter of a -pint of milk. At an early
.s-tage trouble arose wpith some of the
teachers. They complained that the dis-
tt-ibutiou was interfering- with the school
work of the chldren, and they urged
that the vendors should arrangee for the dis-
tribution. Various rerorts came in as to, the
quality of the milk. In some cases it was
said to be of a peculiar flav-our, in other
eases to be undrinkable and hod to be thrown
away. Other people complained that the
milk was, sour, and a further report stated
that it contained dead flies. The climax was
reached wh'en Dr. Dale stepl'(d, in and pro-
nounced the system unsatisfactory. The dis-
tribution of milk in bottles was prohibited
by the Department of Public. Health who
were satisfied that., until proper precautions
were taken to prevent bacteria from multi-
plying in the bottles, it would be a grave
blunder to permit the system to continue in
the metro;-olitan area. I cannot understand
why the Education Department was sub-
jested to this criticism. I have been
a-proaehe I by members and by dif-
ferent citizens who were under the im-
pre~sion that the responsibility was east up-
on th~e Ednention Department. The Depart-
inant simply mire their consent to the sys-

tern, and as soon as it resehed liw ears of the
Public Health De artnient tliot there wcr&
dead flies in the mik, that the milk was
sour and had to be thrown .tYm, the Health
De1 artmrent concluded the sysqem would be
a menace to the health of 11w~ children, al-
though there was no objection to the bulk
system if it were properly eStiblished. Mr.
Gray advocates a prison farm. I ant heart-
ily in accord with the i11ggm_-tion, but the
question of finance comes ;n. If we had a
prison farm we could grow idl the veg-et--
ables anid turn out all the dairy produce
required by the different chanritable institu-
tions, but I feel certain iat opposition
would soon arrive. The uileni'r- and
dairymen would be up against it. There
is a prison printery at Fremantle. It is
doing good work for different charitable
institutions, and also supplies stapled pads
for the Education Department. There is a
movement on foot to abolish that printery.
Besides doing the work for charitable insti-
tutions and the Education Department, which
distributes the pads free, the prison printery
prints a newvspaper fortnightly for the pris-
oners. It keeps the men intelligently occu-
pied, and has a most beneficial effect upon
them. Refractory characters have been sent
there and their conduct has beezfeonsiderabby
improved, as is the ease with all the other
workirooms. Nevertheless those engaged in
the trade in the metropolis are trying to
secure the abolition of the prison printery.
It will not be done with my consent. Mr.
Gray further suggests that prisoners should
he employed on reforestation work. I think
that would evoke even rester hostility. We
b1are a large fund for reforestation, and it
could readily be contended that this money
should he expended in providing work for
the unnemployc-d. If there is objection to
continuing the printery at the prison, there
would be still stronger objection to the em-
ployment of prisoners on reforestation work.
While Mr. Gray gives praise for improve-
menits effected by the administration to the
Hospital for the Insane, he thinks we ought
io sro abroad to secure an alienist of the
highest qualifications. There are many op-
portunities for reform at this institution,
huit it is not the fault of the Inspector Gen-
eTa1 that they have not been brought about.
From time to time he has made appeals to
snccessive Governments to assist him in
carrying out essential reforms, but owing to
the financial position it was impossible to
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help him. I have increased the number of
doctors at the institution by one, but it
could well be increased by many more.
There are 1,100 patients there and only two
doctors, apart from the Inspector General,
to attend to them. There should he at least
10 doctors. There should also be greater
classification of patients. At present there
are only five classifications whereas there
should be at least a dozen, which would mean
more buildings and heavier expenditure.
When members of this House or another
place criticise the Inspector General for the
existing state of the institution they should
remember it is not his fault, and that he bas
been pleading with every Government for
the last 10 years to help and he has pleaded
in vain.

Harn. J1. W. K~irwan: When there should
be 10 doctors and there are only two, are
not two rallher tot few?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
appointing an additional doctor.

Ron. J. W. Kirwan: That would make
three. Even there the disparity is rather
too great.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : in
order to achieve the object in view and have
effective treatment and bring about the
necessary cures, there should be a large and
efficient medical staff there.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Would* you go to
five?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will
do my best in process of time. We are
building a mental reception home at Point
Heatbcote at a cost of something like £40,000
and making provision for shout 150 inmates.
The patients will remain in the home until
they are certified, and will only be certified
if they are proved after a process of treat-
ment to be insane. They will go in uncerti-
fied, and as a last resrt will be sent to the
'Hospital for the Insane at Claremont. Mr.
Burvill put up a good case with regard to
the disa'lvantages from which Albany is suf-
fering, for lack of connection with the wheat
areas, which are nearer to it than to the other
ports. I congratulate him upon his efforts.
I have much sympathy for Albany, and will
impress upon the Government the necessity
for investigating the possibility of con-
structing the railways lie advocated. There
will have to be a good deal of preliminary
investir~d~on first.

Hon. A. Burvill: At present we are bring-
ing bran and pollard from South Australia
to Albany.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:. Mr.
Burvill reterred to the reduction of railway
rates. He said that in the Governor's Speech
it was stated that alt sections had received
special concessions in the case of reduced
rates, and he added that the worker came iM
for £63,000, the merchants and manufac-
turers came second, while the farmers came
practically nowhere. I cannot follow his
statements. E~arly last year the Premier
asked the Commissioner of Taxation to sup-
ply him with figures as to the amount of land
tax received by reason of the increase in the
rate of the tax. He stated that the amount
would he approximately £45,000. It was
decided to reduce the railway rates as fol-
lows: £15,000 on supplies specially reuired
by the agrircnltural industry, £11,000 on
suipplies specially needed by the mining
industry, and £17,000 on commodities
used by farmers, miners, and the gen-
eral community. The freights on goods
between Perth and Fremantle were re-
duced by £E2,000 a year. This makes up
the £46,000. The percentage of land tax im-
posed is 42.30 per cent., metropolitan-suburb-
an; .43 goldfields town, and other towns 5.46;
country 40.84, and pastoral leases 10.98.
Although the metropolitan and suburban
areas contribute 42.3 of the tax, they get
only 4.4 per cent. of the £4A5,000. This is
only right, beesause land values in the metro-
p~olitanl area have been increased by reason
of the de dlo] meat in the country. Of course
the farmers now pay mutch more by way of
land tax than they paid formerly. For some
years past there have been revaluations of
properties which have resulted in an increase
of the assessments, but the Government
never ]. rom ised t o giv-e a reduLcti on of freights
to the extent of the increases resulting fronm
rcn al uations. "hat the Government pro-
mised to r ive were reductions to the amount
received by reason of doubling the land tax,
and those reductions have been given. I am
totally unable to follow Mr. Burvill's state-
ment that the workers have benefited to the
extent of £63,000.

Hon. A. Burvili: What about increased
wagesI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The re-
duction has been fairly distributed; it repre-
sents a very little relief in each instance,
but the Government will not have the bene-
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fit of auy of that money for their own pur-
poses. No payment is made to the Railway
Department, but the revenue of that depart-
ment must suffer to the extent of L45,0U0 a
year. The returns for last month show that
the department has suffered to the extent of
£4,000 for the month.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Was not that due to
increased wages I

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;- but
there has been an increase of expenditure
owing to increased wages. I did not intend
to refer to the recent strike. I have no sym-
pathy with strikes. 1 think that industrial
disputes should be settled by the ordinary
process of law laid down by the legislature.
Dr. Saw, in his efforts to explain an in-
judicious interjeetioa he wade the other even-
ing, stepped a little over the hounds, He
seemed to be bordering on the hysterical
in the course of his address. No doubt he
bad been reading the leading articles in a
section of the Press which stated that there
had been atrocities, outrages, and anarchy.
Those are general statements with which it
is impossible to deal; one can only deal with
something that is specific. If I am accused
of being a thief, I want to know what I stole
and when I stole it, and if I am accused of
perpetrating atrocities aind ontrages, and
being concerned in anarchy, I want particu-
lars of the charge. 'No particulars have
been furnished to this House by Dr. Saw or
an1yone else; simply g -eneral statements
have been made. What abouit the stuck
blombs? It vxns stated that the strikers
threw slink bombs. floes Dr. Saw know
who threw them. T do, and the people
resroirsille were certainly not connected
with the Labjour Party. Stink bombs were
thrtown by people who were hostile to the
Labour Party, and it is generally nw

by whomi they were thrown. Tele--rams
were despatched to the Eastern States and
cablezrna to Eneland stating that the stink
bombs had been thrown by strikers. Tn some
in-tepees the word "stink"I was omitted, and
the statement ran that bombs had been
thrown. There was picketing. Should
pieketinir l'e snppressedl

Hron. J1. 31. Macfarlane: That form should
have been.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We bad
pic1'etin' dnrinr the civil service strike and
dtirinT the teachers%' Etribe---riketingr in its;
most extreme form, Did the Government

of the day attempt to suppress it-1 Picketing
reventcj] the payment of employees in GeV-

einent depuattnents, and the Goveirament
took no action. We are told that the Gov-
ernment during the recent strike were blood-
less and s: ineless. I knew a Government
w'ho thought they had backbone. I remember
the Fremantle strike of 1919. 1 was not a
member of Parliament at the time, but I was
in Perth in my capacity as a newspaper
man. Having heard that there was going to
be trouble, I decided to be present, and I
know a good deal of what took place at that
time. Someone organised a. gang1 of glori-
fled roughs, and took them to Frenmantle by
steamier with the object of breaking the
stcike. They had been fortified with strong
liquor, and they had a police force at their
back, an armed force with bayonets. There
were 800 luimpers, and about SO police con-
stables armed with rifles and bayonets were
put in front of them. The people were
so incensed that the 800 luinpers
wree augmented by about 4,000 other
people at Fremnantle, and the 8u1
police chnrged the crowd. One man was
killed and another was bayoneted. What
was the position after that? Within a
quarter of an hour of that occairrenee, a
high official of the Governmernt puit up the
white flag. It is scarc!ely correet to say it
was a white flag becaulse T amn informed it
was a white handkerchief attached to an
umbrella. That was the humiliating posi-
tion that developed rowimz to the firterfer.-
ence by a previous (4nvernnconat in a strike.
It has been asked whry did not the police
prosecute during the recent strike. Where
were the members of the Juistices AVsgrcia-
tion, who Mr. Yelland said had power to
arrest, if there were hreac.hes of the lawlV
There was only one pre.Aecrrtion during the
whole of the strike, but qaivone_ had liberty
to prosecute if an offenc had been corn.
mitted against him. A poor unfortunate
returned soldier was struck in the face by
a girl. He took the case to the police court
arid t!pe _irl was firned about 30.1. That was
the only prosecution. Take that and place
it qiflc by side with the Fremautle demon-
stration a9nd remembewr the humiliating
position in which the (Iovernuient were
placed after their failure to break the strike!
Dr. Saw was pot associated with that (Thy-
erment, lIut that Govenrnment was an off-
shoot from a Mfinistry to which hie was
attached. Mr. Velland had nother and a
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pew reason for the reduction of the deficit.
lie said the haula--e of estra wheat had addd
£80,000 to the railway revenue. But what
about the corresponding expenditure i I ant
iafozmei by the Itinister for Railways that
wheat is not carried by the department at a
profit, or else at very little profit indeed. If
the re~ enue from the extra five million
busheh of wheat was £80,000, there must
have been something like a corresponding ex-
p'enditure. Hlow then can it be said that the

90,0OU revenue from extra wheat reduced
the deficit ?

lion. J1. W. Kirwan: Is it asserted that
the carriage of wheat does not result in any
profit?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Very
little, if any. That is the complaint of the
Railway Derartment.

Ron. 11. Stewart: That statement is fre-
quently made, but it has never been proved.

The COLONIAL SECRETARIY: Mlany
other subjects have engaged the attention of
lion, members. There have becn reqoests f or
new railway construction and Government
expenditure in various directions, hut it is
not possible for me to deal in a definite man-
ner with those requests at present. They are
questions which have not come before Cab-
inet for decis ion, and in the circumstances it
will be realised that I am not in H position
to give any indication as to how they may he
viewed by the Government. There has been
criticism, but in *the majority of eases it has
been fair comment on the actions of the
Ministry. It is what every Government
has been subjected to, and so long as base
motives are not imputed-and such have not
been imputed duiring the coursie uf the debate
-the criticisms of hion. members will be
acceptedI by the Ministry with fitting
respect.

On motion by Hon, T. Moore, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.441 p.m.

tcitdlativc tlzeip,
Wednesday, 261h August, 1925.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-NORTH-WEST, EXPEN-
DITURE.

Mr. COVEJIIEY asked the Premier
What amounts of pubtie money h ave been
spent d~tring the past 12 months in the ['ii.
baLa, Rloebourne, and Kimberley electorates,
seyarately

The PRE~INER replied: I present two
statements containing the infornuition de-
sired by the lion. member, one of wbich in-
cludes the expenditure on the Wyndham
Meat Works.

QUESTION-STATE FARMS.

Crops and Rainfall.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, How many bushels of wheat
and Oats rer inch of winter rainfall are ob-
tained at the M erredin State farm? 2, How
many bushels of wheat and oats per inch of
winter rainfall are obtained at the Chapman
State farmI

TIhe MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, As-suminig that by "winter rain-
fall" is meant that falling from May to Sep-
tember, the number of bushels of wheat ob-
tained per inch of rainfall at the 3terre'lin
experiment farm ranged from 2.24 to 3.03,
an average of 2.30, and the number of
bushels of oats obtained per inch of rainfall
ranged from 1.41 to 4.02, an average of 2.38.
Assumingr that the "winter rainfall" is meant
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