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Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Cows are
being killed in the eountry to-day that should
be kept for dairy purposes, and T assure the
Minister that he can get cows the owners of
which are not supplying cream to established
factories.

Clause put and passed.
Clauzes 3 to J—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Rill veported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjonrned at 10.15 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT inok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND ACGENCY CO.
LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

Select Committec’s Report,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
broaght up the veport of the select committee
appeinied to inquire into the Bill,

Report read. _

Hon. .J. XICHOLSOX moved—

That the consideration of the report be
made an Order of the Day when the Uil is
. Committee.

Question put and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Giroup Settlers Advances.

2, Land Tax and Yneome Tax Aet \mend-
ent.

Received from the Assembly.

ASSENT TO BILL,

Message frowm the Lientenant-Governor re-
veived and read notilving assent to the Sup-
ply Bill (No. 1), £1,013,500.

MINING INDUSTRY—GOLD BONUS.

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fving that it had eoncurred in the Couneil’s
resolution.

QUESTION—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
DEEBATE.

Hon, J, W. KIRWAN (without notice)
asked the Colonial Secretary: When does
the Minister desire that the Address-in-reply
debate should he closed?

The COLONFAL SECRETARY replied:
As [ have mentioned to several members, it
is my desire that the debate should close
to-night. We have some important legisla-
tion awaiting consideration, and the debate
has nalready extended over several weeks, Tt
is not my desire to curb discussion in any
way, but T think we should be able to close
the dechate to-night, and I ask the co-opera-
tion of the House in that object. Of course,
the closing of the debate to-night could be
obviated if we were to‘sit to-morrow night
uat, having in view the convenience of coun-
try members, I do not wish to sit to-morrow
night.

QUESTION—LIGHT LANDS, REPORTS.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN agked the Col-
onial Seeretary: Will he lay on the Table
the progress reports of Mr. L. A. Bostock
on light lands?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
The file containing the reporis by Mr. L. A.
Bostoek on light lands is available for per-
usal by members at the Lands Department.
1t is necessary that the reports should re-
main in the department, as they are Fequired
for investipntions by a committee when
completed.
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ADDRESS-IN.REPLY,
Twelfth Day.
Dehate resumed from previous day.

HON. W. H. KITSON (\West) [440]:
Before speaking to the motion I desire to
associate myself sincerely with the many
feeling references wmade by previous speak-
ers to the untimely death of the Hon. J. A.
Greig. At all times T fonnd the late hon.
member willing to render every assistance
to me as a new member, and I feel sure that
my egperience in that respect has been the
experience of all members who entered the
House after Mr. Greig’s election. 1 should
also like to add my queota to what has been
spid in regard to our new wember, Mr,
Glasheen. After having heard lLim make his
maiden speech in the House, T am contident
be will add to the prestige of the Chamber
and will bring to bear on the many subjeets
that come before us a keen deliberation that
will be of the utmost use to other members.
I feel sure that he also will receive the same
kindly consideration from other members
that I received on first entering the House.
Coming to the motion for the adoption of
the Address-inreply, it is widely recognised
that we in this State are faeed with many
huge problems arising chiefly from the faet
that our territory is so large and our popu-
lation so small. In the final analysis, how-
ever, those problems resolve themselves into
ope of finance. That being so, it is gratify-
ing to know that the Premier, on his visit
to the 01d Country, made good in every way.
Also it was pleasing to learn from him on
his return that this State can hold" its own
with any State in the Commonwealth in re-
spect of its eredit in the Old Country, and
that our development policy meets with the
approval of those in a position fo assist us
with our finances. I was pleased to read in
a statement by the Premier a few days ago
that, as the resnlt of onr new migration
agreement, money would be available at the
rate of 1 per cent. for the first five years,
and at one-third of the ordinary rate of in-
terest for the next succeeding five years. I
agree with an hon, member who, speaking
ag o business man, said it would be good
policy on the part of the Government to
obtain as much money as possible at so low
a rate of interest. If it is true that onr
problems are primarily of a financial nature,
and if the country is to make the same pro-
gress in the future as it has dene in the im-
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wediste past, it will be of untold advantage
to us to have as much of that money as pos-
sible, One further advantage I see in the
new agreement is that money obfaiued under
it is not necessarily limited to land settle-
meunt. If we can nse ithat money jn other
directions such as the building of railways,
cle, it will be of great advantage to the
State it the Govermnent can avail themselves
of such 2 magnificent opportunity, During
the last few years we have made wonderful
all-round progress in the agricultural dis-
tricts. The State bas increased in general
prosperity with vegard to almost all sections
of the communmity. I cannot say, bowever,
that this applies to the workers as a whole.
Notwithstanding our prosperity, we have a
great majority of our werkers still on the
bread line. 1t is remarkable that, whilst our
primary indusfries have heen su suceesstul
of recent years, for many months of this
year we have had an acute unemployment
problem. I agree with Mr. Dodd when he
said there is no more sad sight than to see
able-bodied men who are willing to do any
work that is offering, without the oppor-
tunity of getting it. It is a pity we cannot
arrange things a little better o order that
n this season of the year, when work is
ardinarily slaek, there may be still left certain
work to which these men may be put. Dur-
ing the last month or so the problem has
been particularly aeute in Fremantle. Onpe
reason for the position is that we have had
a rather large inflox during the past 12
months of men drawn from southern Euro-
pean couniries, who have drified into the
different eentres and bave had no diffienlty
in obtaining employment, A few days age
I read the report of the secretary of the New
Settlers’ League, furnished after s tour of
the conntry districts. He reported the re-
markable position that whilst there were
large numbers of these southern Enropeans
in the country, they were all in employment.
Athough there is a fair amount of unem-
ployment in the country distriets, it is con-
fined to PBritishers. Tt is strange that we
zhould find such a position in Western Aus-
tralin, which is erying out for development
in so many different ways. 1 trust that some
means will he tonnd whereby the great ma-
jority of unemploved may be absorbed in
productive work. 1f the poliey of the Gov-
crnment is allowed foll swav, T aw sure that
within the next tew months there will he
great improvement. We find it neeessary in
order to develop our conntry properly, to
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build new railways and provide better facili-
fies at our ports for the purpose of deal
ing with the increased production. If that
poliey of development is eontinued, the ques-
tion of unemployment will to a large extent
be remedied. I know there are many unem-
ployed in Perth. Quite a large percentage
of them are men who in years gone by have
followed seasonal oceupations, but who to-
day find it almost impossible to secure such
employment. They have drifted into the
cily, which is the only place where they can
get information as to work being available.
One cannot blame them for doing this. It
. has been asked why they do not go back to
the country where there is plenty of werk,
It is no use merely saying that to a man
who may be married and have children, un-
less he ean also be told in what part of the
country he ean get work and be assured that,
when he goes there, it will he available for
him. Many men have told me that if I could
inform them where they could get work,
they would be prepared to go and ask for if.
1f the sonthern Europeans have no difficvlty
in obtaining work in the conntry ceutres,
while the Britishers find every difficulty in
doing se, it is not surprising that the men
should demand of the Government that if
they eannot give them work they should
find sustenance for them. The problem of
nnemployment is world-wide, and perhaps
in no country has it assumed such serions
nroportions as in England. There they have
initiated the dole system and we know thaf
it 18 having a demoralising effeet on the
people. Large numbers of young men in
the Old Country have had no employment
since they left school. Many of them are
gnite unsuitable for the class of work we
would expect them to do if lhey came to
assist ws in developing this State. We have
verv few secondary industries, and fhere iz
ne chance of absorbing any number of $\.ese
men in that way. Tt i1s up to the Govern-
ment to devise means whereby the unem-
ploved in our own State may be provided
with work, rather than they should be al-
lowed to remain in the city, where they have
the right to demand either work or the
wherewithat to live. T am pleased that, not-
withstanding the report of the Royal Com-
mission on group settlement the Government
have decided to go on with the scheme. T
_have visited many of the groups. While T
‘appreciate the fact that a large percentage
vt those who are under the gronp system wil)
never make successfnl farmers, I think if
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we retain only 50 or 60 per cent. as sue
cessful farmers in  the South-West, the
scheme will have justified itself. Having
read a fair amount of the evidence taken by
the Commission, T think, on the facts pre
sented to them, they were justified in put-
ting forward such a report. T am sure that
with the experience of the last two or three
years, and the knowledge that has been
gained of the possibilities of the South-West
lands, there is no course open to the Gov-
ernment other than to continue the poliey.
T believe that within the next few years the
State and the Commonwealth will reap a
great benefit as a result of the scheme.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you agree with
the findings of the Commission? '

Hon, W. H, KITSON: I agree with most
of them. It is not likely in view of past
experience that the mistakes that have oec-
carred will be repeated. 1 have spent a
number of years in the South-West doing
the kind of work that most of the group
settlers are expeeted to do. | know many
of the diffienlties confronting the individual,
who hns no capital, in his effort to earve
ont a home in heavily timbered country.
The only satisfactory way of settling the
country with men who have no capital is
through the group settlement scheme. A
large percentage of the men who are not
likely to make good under the sehome shonid
never have been sent to the State to take
part in its development. There are men who
have had no practieal experience in farming
or the class of work they have to undertake.
They cannot adapt themselves to the life.
Unless we ean secure men who ean do this,
it is not likely they will make a success. 1
was specially interested in the statement
made by the Premier in regard to cerfain
men who have come to the State, and are
in two groups in the South-West. I refer
to those who spent a few months at the
Catterick training farm in England. They
are ex-service men and put in six months’
training. They were taught a number of
things that will be useful to them in this
State. and given instruction in almost every-
thing, with the exception of the use of the
axe in clearing heavy timber. These par-
fHieular men have made bigger progress than
any other type of settlers who have been
brought to this State. They have shown
that although they had no farming exper-
ience prior to their training at the farm.
they have heen able to adapt themselves to
loeal canditions, and have given ahsolite
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proof that it will not be long before they
reach the productive stage and will beenme
sucecessful farmers. If as much cere had
been exercised in the selection of migrants
as has been exercised in the case of these
men, we should never have had the same
percentage of those who are not likely to
make good, such as are indicated by the
Royal Commission’s report. I believe that
at Catterick the men are given two or three
weeks in which to show whether they are
likely to be suitable to the life and, if they
do not come up to the test, their places are
taken by others. That is as it shonid be.

Hon. 3. Duffell: What becomes of them
then?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: They go back to
some other form of employment in the Old
Country. We are prepared to give to every
man who comes here, with the desire to
carve out a home for himself in the South-
West, every opportunity to make good.
But it is absolutely useless, and it is false
economy to say that beeanse a man thinks
that if he is given the opportunity, he will
make good. We allow hiu to come to this
country without any restrictions whatever,
and we are prepared to spend woney on him
in the vain endeavour of making a suitable
settler of bim, when he may not have any
bent in that direction. Naturally, that man
drifts into the city and be adds to the un-
employment problem. Therefore, one of the
secrets of the sueccess of the scheme of set-
tlement lies in the proper selection of men
in the Old Country, men who bave shown by
a period of training such as that given to
them at Caiterick that they are fitted for the
particular occupation it is intended they
shall follow. I have alrzady stated that we
have very few secondary indusiries. It is to
be regretted that that is o, and I trust that
in the near future we shall see efforts made
to establish those industries here. Tf we
bhave more secondary imlustries we shall
not have the problem we are faced with at
the present time of being compelled to find
suitable oceu ations for our vouths, It has
been stated in this Chamber that many of
our youths, and perhaps ihe brightest of
them, when the time comes icr them to find
suitable employment, are compelled to leave
the State in order to become :something
more than unskilled workers. While that
position obtaing we shall have a fepetition

of the trouble we have at the present time,

namely, a big number of young fellows to
whom we can only say, “There is but one
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opportunity for you in this State, and that
is to go ioto the country.”

Hon. V. Hawmersley: Is that not due to
the Arbitration Aet?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I do not think
§0.
Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Or that the unions
will not allow piece work.,

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Nor that either,
Mr. Hamersley alluded to the Arbitration
Aet, I suppose in regard to the himitation
of the employment of apprentices, and so
on. He must know that most of the Arbi-
tration Court awards provide certain eon-
ditions under which apprentices shall work
at the different trades. I am safe in saying
that there is nothing like the number of
apprentices in Western Australia that we
should have.

Hon. H. Stewart: The Government are
the biggest defaulters.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I do not know
whether that is so, but I know that in some
of the Government establishments, suech as
the Midland Junction Workshops and the
Implement Works, there i5 room for a
larger number of apprentices than are to be
found there employed at the present time.

Hon, V. Hamersley: Tlhire must be a
very good reason for not employing a bigger
number, and that reason is not difficult to
seek.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: 1f we are to suc-
cessfully establish seeondary indusiries
in the State, and if we are fo assist pro-
gress and development generally as we
should do, it is necessary that we pay atten-
tion to two or three outstunding matters.
First of all, T would refer to the guestion of
cheap power. We find thal in most eoun-
tries where it is possible for manufacturing
concerns to obtain cheap power, that those
countries are receiving the atlention of men
and institutions with capital who are pre-
pared to take advantage of that j-articular
fact. Those eountries whare it is possible to
obtain cheap electrical power are going
ahead by leaps and bounds. QOne could in-
stance quite a number at the present
time where every effort is being made
to provide cheap power, and where
large industrial concerns ars either estab-
lished or about to he established. This
refers not only to Europe and Ameriea
but to Australia as -well. People are
looking out for suitable sites whereon to
establish themselves so that they may be
able to compete against whoever may be uf-
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ready established there. In Western Aus-
tralia we have such a large tervilory that
the problem is one that will have to be
faced in the near future. I bhave every sym-
pathy with our South-West members in
their efforts to secure some recognition from
the Government with regard to what is com-
manly known as the Collie power scheme, I
that scheme could be brought to fruition, it
wauld be responsible for rapid development
in (hat part of the State: it wounld probably
be responsible for opening up a large areu
of country, and production there would be
merensed many times, in aadition o which,
there would be an incentive to manufacturers
to begin operaiions there, We have the coal
and the water, and everything that is neces-
sary to permilt ol the production of eheay
rower. Experience has shown that wherever
vou are in a position {o produece cheap
pinver, it i« pof very long before the particn-
lar locality forges ahead. In addition to cheap
power it is necessary that we pav atten-
tion to quick and effective (raa-if, We have
a big railway serviee aid our lines eover
ereat distances.  Unfortunaicly, however,
many of those lines were laid down for a
different purpose from that for which they
are utilised lo-day, and the conseq uence
i~ that in many eases prodace and livestoek
are earried over a much greater distanee
than is actually necesaizy. 18 we are to
compete i respect of primary prodoets with
other eountries it is necessury o pay  alten-
tion to this faet and emdvour to sce that
our produee which comes from inland is
taken to the ports hy the shorlest possible
routes.

Hom. .\,
ports.

MMon. W, H. K1TS0X: | am not going
fe find fault with the hon, mmber's desirve
to feed the natwral ports of the State. 1
acree with him, however, when 1 say there is
plenty of voom for developinent at all the
ports, not only Albany and Fremantle but
Bunbury and Ceraldton as well.

Hon. E. H. Harris:  Did vou forget Es-
perange?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: And Esperance
also. I am pleased that the Commonwealth
GGovernment have seen fit {o make available
to the State the servires of that distinguished
engineer, Sir George Buchanan. I had the
pleasure of meeting him a few days
ago  after his arrival  bere, and T
listened to the views he had to ex-
prress. Oceupying o prominent a  posi-

Barvill:  And ta the natural
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tion in the epgineering world, as he does,
alter having made a thorough survey of the
larheurs of the State, I feel sure the advice
he may have to offer will prove of advant-
age to the Government. L am convinced
that A it b5 sl all possible to suggest any
unprovement in our nethods, Sir George
Buchanan is the man capable ol offering
thuse suggestions. 1 also feel sure that he
will he only too pleased to make recom-
mendalions that will be in the best interesis
ot the State for, not only the present time,
bul For miny years ahead. It is necessary
thal we should look at those problems, not
{rom the pomt of view of what is required
to-day, hut from what will he required in,
say, 15 or 20 years' time. I think it was
Mr. Glasheen who suggested that we should
Lhave a broad vision and not look at any-
thing from the pavochial point of view.
That is very good sentiment and I feel sure
wembers will endeavour to look at the
problems that are now faeing us from the
State point of view, and no other. The
developmental poliey of the present UGov-
eriunent, and also that of the previons Gov-
ernment, proves to us that we have men at
the head of affairs who are possessed of
bread vision, men who are endeavouring te
place this country.in the position that in
10 or 20 years’ time, those who follow will
he able to say that a good foundation was
laid. The (overnment have hefore them
u ralher big prablem in respect of eduea-
tion. In one or two distriets that [ have
visited during recent months, 1 have heen
told, and 1 know it to be a faet, that 1t 1s
hardiy possible for children to receive that
education that is given to the child in the
metropolitan area. In small scattered com-
munities, in mony eases miles from rail-
wayy, it is necessary that the Government
should do their best to provide facilities so
that the children there may have the op-
portunity of receiving that education whien
[ elaimi every child is entitled to receive.
[t may not be possible to give them exactly
the same eduecation that is imparted to the
childven in the metropolitan area, but it is
possible 1o at least give them the oppor-
tunity to learn, and I feel sure that the
(iovernment and the Minister for Educa-
tion are doing all that can be done in that
direction. I trust that the policy that has
been adopted in the past will be continued,
that wherever it is shown there are chil-
dren. cfforts will be made to provide ednca-
tionat facilities. Whilst on that question
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may L mention the fact thai high schools
have been established in several centres of
the State and that Fremantle is without
ape, At the present time it parents desire
their children to obtain technical education
ur that they should attend a secondary
sthool, it is necessary in practically all
cases to send them to Perth. [n view of
the fact that high sehools have been estah-
lished in many cenires and also remember-
ing that the population of {be metropolitan
ared has increased considerably in recent
years, it is only right that some provision
should be made for the establishment of n
high school at Fremantle. I trust the Gov-
ernment will give consideration tu this
request.

Hon. L. Stewart: ls there a high sehool
al Geraldton?

Honp, W. HL KITSON: L do not think su.
I admit that every effort has been made L
improve the aceommedation for children in
the Fremantle primary schools, hut there
is still room for further improvement whe
the accommodation is bardly sufficient for
the number of scholars. However, Lhere
is a pressing need for a high sehool, and it
would be a boon to the people of Fremantle
if the Government established one there,
as they have done at Albany., For many
yvears there has been a shortage in the
wetropolitan aren of houses suitable for the
average worker. The big increase in the
cost of building has made it almost im-
possible for the general run of workers io
gecure howes of their own. Under the
workers’ homes scheme every worker lLns
an opportunity to secure a home of his own
provided the Government have sufficient
money to meet the demands. I do not know
what the intentions of the Government are,
but I hope they will provide additional
money for workers' homes., Seeing that the
scheme pays for itself, the Government
would be well advised to extend it as early
as possible. Another need of Fremantle is
a dock.

Hon. V. Hamersley: An effort was made
to construct one some years ago.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: If we are going
to compete with other countries in primary
production, the port facilities must be com-
plete and up to date.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Did not we read that
the shipping people did not want a dock!?

Hon. W, H. KITSON: Yes; that is one
reason why 1 wish to stresa this matter.
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We have been reminded that years age an
attempt was made to construct a dry dock
at Fremantle—

Hon. C. F. Baxter: 1t turned ot to be
a wet vne, did it not?

Houn, W, H, KITSOX : And that a
guarter of a millien of mouney was lost iu
the attempt. That is not the tirst effoit
which has been made by a community Lo
meet sowe great need and which bhas proved
impraeticable. I am not putting forward
a plea for a dry dock, but I am pleading
for docking facilities for the chiet seaport
of the State. No harbour ean be vonsidered
up to date unless it has facilities to deal with
any shipping that muy enter it. Dr. Saw
inguired whether the shipping people were
not against the proposed dock. When a
deputation waited upon the Premier recently,
a deputation representative of practically
every section of the Fremantle community
with the exception of the Overseas Shipping
Association, that body had sent a letter to
the Premier stating that there was no neces-
sity for a dock at ¥Fremantle. The real rea-
son tor the letter was not that there was n¢
necessity for a dock, but that those ship-
owners were afraid that once a dock was
provided, some of the port echarges would be
incrensed. They at present are getting their
ships docked in other parts of the world
where labour charges are lower than they
ure here.  Sir George Buchanan, speaking
at the Fremantle e¢ivie reception, said there
were three aspects to eonsider when dealing
with cngineering problems. The first was
the engineering aspect, and he said there
were no engineering difficulties as a rule.
There was the flnancial aspeet, and
though 1hat might present some diffi-
culty, it could usvally be overcome. Then
there was the question of vested interests,
which he said he found constituted the hard-
est out of ell to crack. I am satisfled Sir
George Buchanan was correct. Vested in-
terests were behind the letter sent to the
Premier. They know full well that if a dock
is provided at Fremantle, the ships that ars
now sent to the Eastern States, to Singapore
or to Sourabaya for docking purposes will,
it docked at Fremantle, involve them in
heavier expense. They do not like to think
that work being done in the Eastern States
might be done in Western Australia. They
know that a ship conld be docked more
cheaply at Sourabaya than here. We shonld
ignore their opposition, and insist upon onr
fize harbour at Fremantle being equipped
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with the best facilities for dealing with any
skipping that might utilise the port.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not you think the
mouey could he used to beiter advantage in
other directions, seeing that money is su
tight?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: According to the
Premier, we shall be able to securé at a low
rate of interest sll the money we need for
development purposes. There is a good deal
of truth in the Premier’s statement in an-
other place that our berrowing on loan ac-
count is limited only by the ability of the
people to pay tbe interest and sinking fund.
If it is possible to secure money at 1 per
cent. for five years, and at one-third of the
ordinary interest rate for a further period
of five years, we should take advantage of
it. There is no better way in which we can
ntilize loan money than by providing faeili-
tics to enable the chief seaport to handle the
jnereased production that will result from
the land policy now operating in this State.
We can look forward to the time when Fre-
mantle will oeccupy an important position
relatively to the Commonwealth. A friend
of mine stated the other day that there was
no reason why Fremantle should not hecome
the Marseilles of the Commonwealth. T
agree with him, The day will come when we
shall have through trains from the Eastern
States to Fremantle, and Fremantle will be
the terminus for most of the overseas hoats,
transport between Fremantle and the East-
ern States being done by interstate vessels.
It is as well for us fo look ahead and prepare
for those eventualities. In the course of
years, and as the State progresses, the pre-
sent facilities &t Fremantle will be made-
quate to cope with the increased production
of the country.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Do you believe in
centralisation?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I cannot say that
T do, bat it is necessery to adopt a policy of
centralisation in some things if we are going
to provide the cheapest and best methods for
handling the produce of the State.

. Hon. A. Burvill: Are yon aware that
a dock could be built at Albany for one
quarter of the price of 2 dock at Fremantle?

Hon. E. H. Gray: No.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: T think the hon.
thember i3 incorrect; the dock T speak of
conld be supplied at the same cost anvwhere
on the const where there was a harbour to
gecommodate it. T look forward to the time
when Woestern Australia will carry a muech
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larger population than it has at present,
when we shall be able to compete not only
with the Eastern States, but with other coun-
tries of the world, and when we shall be pro-
ducing of commodities that we now import
more than sufficient to supply our own needs.
At present we ure sending a tremendous
amount of money out of the State every year
for ecommoditiey that eonld be raised within
the State. T trust that the poinis I have
mentioned will receive the close attention of
the Government. The Government should
receive the full support of this House in any
legislative proposals to assist the develop-
ment of the country, and more kindly con-
sideration should be extended to Iegislation
designed to improve the industrial conditions
ot the workers.

Hon. J. R. Brown:
that.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott:
pessimist!

Hon, W. H. KITSON: I am sufficiently
optimistic to think that in matters vitally
affecting the workers, sueh as the industrial
laws, this House, after having heard the
arguments in favour of the suggested
changes, will conclude that the workers are
entitled to consideration. Country members
have frequently stated that farmers are en-
titled to all sorts of consideration because
of their distance from the metropolitan area
and the life they lead. If that applies to
the farmer, it applies equally to the worker.
If we expect the worker to go into the coun-
try to do the development work required
there, while all the time the £armer is build-
ing up his eapital value, it is necessary that
the worker should be given the best possible
conditions. This can be ensured only by
passing industrial laws to compel every em-
ployer in the country to give to workers
similar eonditions to those obtaining in the
towns. If agricultural workers were treated
better than they are treated in many ecases,
we would not have the number of complaints
that we receive at present,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You do not get com-
plaints from the good worker; they come
only from the shirker.

Hon. W. H, KITSON: I have had com-
plaints this week from a man who is as good
a worker as there is in the State. He went
to a job in the country that was supposed
to last for three months, bnt he said that
after the first week. the conditions were such
that be wonld not keep a pie under them.
When he asked for an alteration, he was told

You cannot expect

What a terrible
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by bis employer tbat if he was not satisfied,
he knew what to do.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There may be iso-
lated cases like that. You find them in every
industry.

Hon. W. H. KITSON : 1f necessary, hun-
dreds of other cases could he adduced.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Very well; we
will take Tom Walsh as a fit and proper
person to be the mouthpiece of the Labour
Party.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: In too many cases
no provision i1s made for anything like decent
accommodation for the men who are expected
to do the development work of which the
farmer is to reap the full benefit. If farm-
ers wonld give a little more attention to
that kind of thing, they would get far better
work done than they now get in many cases.
Moreover, it would lead to a considerable
difference in the relationship existing be-
tween the farmers and men quite eapable of
doing farm work.

Hon. C. I*, Baxter: The farm worker has
the easiest billet of all; he sits dewn to all
his work.

Hon. W, H. KITSON: That may be, but
from what I have learnt and bave seen, there
is room for considerable improvement. In
conelusion 1 desire to congratulaie the Gov-
erminent on the position in which the State
finds itself after their f{irst year of office.
1 am not going to suggest for one moment
that they are responsible for the whole of
the improvement.  However, the Govern-
ment as a whole and Ministers individually
are deserving of the best thanks of this
Chamber for the way in which they have
attended to their duties. They have en-
deavoured to de¢ their utmost on behalf
of the State, and I trust that this Chamber
during the present session will assist them
as far as possible in the developmental policy
which is now in force.

HON, A J. H. SAW (Meiropolitan-
Suburban) [5.37]: It had not heen my in-
tention to intervene in this debate, but my
attention hag been drawn by a friend out-
side to eertain remarks which fell from Mr.
Gray on the occasion of his speech a few
days ago. Unfortunately T was not in the
House at the time, having been called away
to the country on an urgent matter; but I
have taken the opportunity to read the news-
paners. 1 gather that Mr. Gray took me
rather severely to task on acconnt of an in-
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terjection 1 made whilst Mr. Potter was
speaking. Mr. Potter had been aliuding to
the recent tearcom strike, and there was an
interjection—from Mr, Brown or Mr. Hickey
—to the effect that it had been a bloodless
affair. Then there was a further interjee-
tion from me that the affair was bloodless
enough owing to the anuemic¢ action of the
Government, [ must admit at onee that I
might have expressed myself more clearly
than I did. However, I do not think any
member of the House except Mr. Gray
thought that by that interjectivn I meant
that 1 would be glad Lo see the sireets of
Perth reeking with the bluod of the strikers.
I can agsure Mr. Gray that, like Mr. Potler,
I have seen far too much blood shed during
the last ten years to wish 1o see any more.
+Fhere is nothing | desive more ardently
than that we shall have peace both abroad
and al home. 1 intended to convey by my
interjeetion exaetly what Mr. Kirwan stated
he had understood me to infer. 1 thank Mr.
Kirwan for putting before the Ilouse at
that time, whilst Mr. Gray was speaking, ex-
actly what he thought had been my intention.
I had intended to convey by my interjection
that the bloodlessress was on the part of the
Government, that it was the Govermment that
were both bloodless and anaemic; and I will
go still {urther and say that not only were
the Government bloodless, but they were peor-
fectly spineless, belonging to the order of
invertebrates. As I have been challenged on
this subject, I am going to take up the time
of the House for a few minntes by telling
members some thoughts that oceurred to me
during that unfortunate strike. I quite
agree with the remark of the Premier that
it was a storm in a teacup. Being a storm
in a teacup, it reminded me, snd the aftitude
of the Government reminded me, of what we
very often see on a summer’s day in Melville
Water: a small craft with some very inex-
pert yachtsmen on board, mostly aceom-
panied by their flappers, sailing out. Up
comes a puff of wind over Mt. Eliza, no
more than a little summer squall, and we see
the boat rolling, shipping water, and nearly
capsizing, That is exnetly what oceurred in
Perth owing to this storm in a teacup. The
Government, to my mind, absolntely fell
down on their job. They did not carry out
the first duty of Governments—to keep order
and protect property. Had the Govemment
done what T maintain was their duty, I do
oot think for a moment that there would
have been any blood spilt at all. There
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would have been nothing more than perbaps
a cup of tea upset, or possibly a glass of
milk. But the Government ehose to do no-
thing, and they encouraged the police to do
nothing. Mr. Gray the other day said the
duty of the police in this case was to he
neatral. That reminds me¢ of something [
saw during the first year of the war—a pic-
ture in “Punch.” Tt illustrated the attitude
of some village yokels who were being sum-
wmoned by the recruiting officers to go and
do iheir duty by their country. One vil-
lage yokel said, “This village is remaining
neutral during the war.” That, apparently,
s what the pelice are to do.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You want the police
to take the parl of the emplovers.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T mainfain it
is the duty of the police Lo keep order and
prevent discrder. Tf they took any other
attitude than that, it was entirely owing to
the passive encouragemeut of the Govern-
inent, and owing to the fact that on previous
occasions the police had learnt that if they
did anything to offend this Government,
there was a bitter time in store for them.
They have learnt that lesson, They have not
forgotten the example which was set by this
Government in the case of Mr. Walter, P.M,,
and in the case of an unfortunate police
sergeant, when they first assumed office. We
have seen many systems of government set
up during the course of the world’s history.
There has been the government of the divine
right of kings, the government of autocracy,
such as we saw in Russia, and at one time in
England.  There has been government by
oligarchy, government by aristocracy. There
has been theoeracy, or government by priests,
such as obtains in Thibet.  There has
been, and there is to-day, the government of
democracy. But it has remained for the
- present Government of this State to intro-
duce another variety of government—
mobocracy. Should the time ever come
whan that form of government is allowed
full sway, and should it become necessary
for the police or for the military to inter-
vene in order to repress disorder snch as is
rearing its ugly head in Australia, should
the (lovernment find themselves compelled
to take a forceful stand, and even should
blood he spilf, I can assure hon. members
that they need have no doubt whatever as
to which side T shall stand on.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We are sure of that
from wvour remarks.

[COUNCIT.]

Hon, A. J, H. 8AW: 1f these people are
enconraged to helieve that the Government
will not enforce order and will net take
steps to maintain order, then we know per-
tectly well that in the long ron dire resulis
must ensue, and that unfortunately a greal
deal more blood nust be spilt than would
have been necessary had sterner measures
been taken at first.

Hon. L. H. Gray: You wané to do the
siame as was done iu Shanghbai the other
day.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.44]:
In supporting the Address-in-reply I wish
to ald my voice to these that have already
expressed regret at ihe loss of Mr. Greig.
1 can spealk the more CLeelingly because
during the time My, {ireig was a member
of this Llouse I had the pleasure of being
associnted wiih him on o select committue
regurding a railway in his own electorate.
On that cecasion Mr. Greig by fearless ex-
pression of his own opinions, opinions
which jeopardised the sympathies of some
of his electors, showed that he was pre-
pared to do his duty honestly as a member
of this Flouse. Consequently I feel that
we bave lost a man of calibre we can ill
afford to Jose. Tn times when it is 50 neces-
sary for men to stand by their convietions
this is the more appreciable. I would like
to extend my personal welcome to Mr.
(lasheen as a member of this Chamber. If
we may judge by his remarks during his
maiden speech in this Chamber I am sure
he will be an acquisition and will be of eon-
siderable assistance to us in the work there
is to be done. A perusal of the Speech of
His Excelleney the Governor will demon-
strate that the first outstanding question
raised is that of land settlement. Angyone
who has followed the trend of affairs in
Western Australia will realise how this is
necessarily the most important question we
have had hefore us for a long time past.
The Premier is in a better position to speak
oun this question as the result of his visit to
Encland. Many of us are nof acquainted
with the condition of affairs there and ecan
only form an impression based upon what
we have read. We can appreciate, how-
ever, that the position is serious and that
it is becoming more ncute is evident to
everyone. There is a condition of affairs
there that is reflected in the ineidence of
taxation in Britain. When we remember
that the progress of Western Australia is
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practically determined by the amount of
loan money we can raise from time to time,
it is desirable to have an appreciation of
the conditions obtaining in any coualry
irom which we obtain those loan funds.
We must realise, too, what a help it would
Le to such a country if it were able to place
its surplus population in suitable employ-
ment in this State. In the “Manchester
Guardian’’ of the 23rd July last, there is
an interesting article on the incidence of
taxation. It shows that during 1924 nol
less than £603,000,000 was raised in the
form of taxation directly imposed upon
trade and industry. When we remember
that the amount raised under a similar
heading in 1913-14 was about £163,000,000,
it will be seen that trade and industry are
paying nearly 3% times as much as the
whole of the tax revenune before the war
and probably 414 times as great a corres-
ponding burden on trade and industry.
A considerable portion of that money
is spent on account of the econditions
obtaining in the Old Country owing
to unemployment. We ecan realise there-
fore how eager the statesmen of the Old
Country are to relieve the pressure on the
finances and to help us by finding loan
money to enable the State to provide for
the British surplus population in Western
Australia. From time to time references
bave been made to the unemplovment diffi-
culty in England. It may be of interest to
hon. members to know that the conditions
of unemployment in England to-day are
different from what they may have con-
gidered them to he. There is an impression
abroad that there is a standing army of
unemployved in the 0ld Country. Although
that is true regarding numbers, it is not
true regarding the actual personnel of the
unemployed. An investigation was carried
out in November of last year regarding the
personnel of the unemployed and it was
found that of those people who were out
of work, the greater number were in and
out of employment. The examination was
drafted under four headings. The first
dealt with people who in normal fimes
would usnally be in steady employment.
The second referred to persons who, though
not usually in steady employment, would,
in normal times, obtain a fair amount of
employment. The third referred to persons
who would not, in normal times, obtain =
fair amount of employment, but who wera
not considered to be “verging on the un-
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employable.”’ The fourth heading referred
to persons whe were considered to be
‘“verging on the unemployable.”’ As the
result of that investigation it was found
that 62 per cent. of all the males and 77
per cent. of the females came under the
tirst heading, while less than four per cent.
of males and only 1.4 per cent. of females
eame under the last mentioned heading, [
quote these siatistics beeanse the House
should realise that the greater proportion
of persous in the Old Country who are un-
employed to-day are those who, under
normal conditions, should be in steady
work. Thesc references should contradiet
the statement that has been made to the
effect that those who are being sent out by
Great Britain to Western Australia are not
fitted iv wmeet our conditions and to take
part in the life on the land. The statistics
I have referred to provide an eifective re-
ply to ihat assertion. The experience
gained in settling people here has beea
that where young fellows have been given
the opporiunity to secure employment and
have been able to hearten themselves in
consequence, they bave generally made
good. In view of the statements that have
been made it is [air that I shoold make use
of these statistics. We should endeavour
to spread the impression that these
migrants are capsable of doing the work that
is ahead of them if they are given a fair
chance. We have heard eriticism regarding
our system of migration and land settle-
ment. There is one method that has been
demonstrated to be more really suceessful
than any other form of migration. T refer
to the migratior of young people. A
scheme has been devised for bringing to
Western Australia youths and young men,
and it appears to offer fine scope for suc-
cess. It will give those concerned a better
opportunity to adapt themselves to the
copditions obtaining here in order thai they
may become useful citizens than any other
rcheme that has been advanced. Any
scheme of that deseription should receive
the whole-hearted support of the Govern-
ment. I am pleased to see that an en-
deavour is being made to start a scheme
along these lines and Y think it is called
the “Bie Brother Movement.” The idea
is that young boys and youths shall eome
ont here and someone in Western Australia
is to become personally responsible for each
lad. He is to maintain a surveillance over
the young migrant and do everything
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possible to help him along. There is no
doubt that much of the objection in the Old
Country to the migration of youths and
boys to Western Australia arises from the
fact that the parenis naturally feel anxious
about the young people leaving home and
coming to a strange country. They are
anxious about the future of their boys here
and wish to know that they are placed in
a suitable position in reasonably moral
smiroundings. That is a natural feeling
on the part of any parent. The movement
I vefer to meets that desire, because if
someone is responsible for the oversight of
a lad, an c¢lement of comradeship and in-
terest enters inte the life of the young
migrant and he is assisted in his life out
here. I commend that scheme because it
appears to me to hold cut immense possi-
bilities regarding future migration. As a
result of the analysis to which 1 have re-
ferred, quite a number of boys and youths
were found to have no vppertunity to learn
any useful oceupation in Great Britain. If
those youths were brought out to Western
Australia, and put through o course of
training, they would have ample opportuni-
ties and unlimited scope in connection with
the agricultural industry. There is any
amount of opportunity for sueh work on
our farms and thus the young migrants
will have opportunities of becoming useful
members of the community. In order to
encourage the youths to progress, we could
provide scholarships whereby youths show.
ing distinct promise and giving indications
of keen interest in the science of agricul-
ture, could receive higher edueation at the
agricultural college. That would be an in-
centive to the youths to seriously study
farming metheds with the prospect before
them of becoming leaders of scientific agri-
culture which is making such strides in
Waestern Australin. There is another phase
of migration that T have not heard men-
tioned. According to the “Manchester
Guardian,” there are 150,000 miners ont of
employment in the Old Country. At present
it is almost impossible to get machine
workers for our mines here. TIn view of the
position in the Old Country we see there a
source from which labour could he drawn
for our mines. We could secure skilled
workers for underground operations. There
is a distinet fleld for migration thare it we
could get men to come out and cnraze
upon machine work in our mines. There i3
an opportunity to relieve the pressure in
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the Mother Land and at the same ti ..
place those people in suitable employment
here. The publication of the report of the
Giroup Settlewent Commission has aroused
much interest and I believe that every hen.
member should give expression Lo his views
on the report. In common with other Royal
Commissiens and select committees, the
Group Settlement Commission undertook u
great deal of investigation work and the
value of the report lies in the information.
brought to light. Personally I am not in-
clined to agree that the report will have an
adverse effect regarding Western Australia.
Hon. J. Ewing : What about the ad-
vertisement in the “London Times” of the
14th June? That was a terrible thing.
Hon. H. SEDDON: We must recognise
that difficulties and mistakes will alwaysy
arise in any such big scheme. After all
the men concerned are only human and we
must expect mistakes to be made. The
great point is that if, as the result of the
report, we are able to remedy defects and
arrive al a wore economic hasis for the
work, gaod will have been achieved, and
the Royal Commission will have done
good work. It is too early to estimate
the value of the group settlement scheme.
It has been pointed out that very few men
on the groups have been supplied with cows.
The whole basis of the group settlement.
scheme rested upon the idea that the dairy-
ing industry would be developed. That
being so we must recognise that until cows
are provided and the groups are producing,
it is too early to judge of the sueccess of
the scheme. I am inclined to think that in
the course of a few years when we see the
results eoming in, after the re-modelling of
our system of development as the result of
information we have gained, we will find

ounrselves in a much better position.
There is one point about it that has
not been ~previously mentioned. Tt is

said that work has been undertaken on the
groups by men who have not been trained in
the work and are not, therefore, successful
from that standpoint. The fact remaina
that their sons are to be brought up under
group conditions and are being trained on
the job. In the settlement of Gipps-
land in Victoria it took three generations
to make farming suceessful, but ir our casé
we are treining the first generaticn so that
they may make a sueeess of their operations.
I advance that suggestion for the comsidera-
tion of hon. members. T would like to refer
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to a paragraph in the speech dealing with
the pastoral industry. It may not be known
that a new pastoral provinee has been
-opened up in the eastern goidfields distriet.
That new province exiends from Menzies
and north to Wiluna and Laverton; it ex-
tends for 200 miles to the east and down to
the Great Western Railway. Throughout
that whole vast area, holdings bave been
taken up and transformed into sheep sta-
tions. A large amount of eapital has been
spent in connection with the industry and
before long we shall see coming to this coun-
try mueh revenue that will be raised as the
result of the disposal of wool. It is an area
of good stoek country with water at shal-
low depths. Tts carrying capacity will be
limited only by the amount of feed available.
The development during the last two or three
years there will be reflected in splendid re-
turns from wool, and I believe that Western
Australia will soon go shead by leaps and
bounds. We shali then demonsirate to the
world what a great country Waesiern
Australia i5 and what wonderful resources
we have in our outlying districts. The re-
presentatives of the goldfields speaking on
the Address-in-reply should have some-
thing to say in regard to Mr. Kingsley
Thomas’s report. Mr. Thomas has expressed
himself optimistically in respect of the poten-
tialities of gold mining in Western Aus-
tralia. He was justified in that, providing
the conditions are restored to approximately
normal. OQOutside of Kalgoorlie there are
scarcely a dozen mines down to 1,000 feet.
To realise this is to realise the possibilities
of even mines that have been ahandoned.
Then there are big ore bodies known, but not
opened up at all. In view of all this, we
cannot believe that the gold mining industry
in Western Australia bas yet hegun to de-
monstrate ifself. When the existing eondi-
tions improve, no doubt we shall see gold
mining fully restored.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: With the aid of
the gold honus?

Hon. H. SEDDON : The gold bonus would
make a tremendous difference. When we
heard that the Government had decided to
bring in an expert to report on the gold min-
ing industry we felt that they hnd done a
most important piece of work. For a long
time past we have all recognised the neces-
sity for a technical audit of the gold mining
industry. But I think it is the firsl instanee
on record of an industry being studied from
a nationsl standpoint, and judged or the
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question of efficiency. One would searcely
bave expected it to come from the pres-
ent Government. However, they are to be
congratulated on the step they ilook. In
respeet to the Commissioner’s report, in or-
der that we might realise the econditions,
[ say the personnel of the Commission was
under certain disadvantages. Mr. Thomas
had demonstrated in South African mining
practice that he was a thoroughly competent
expert in every branch of mining; but when
we compare the South Afriecan pgold ore
bodies and the Western Australian gold ore
bodies, we find two very different sets of
conditions.

Hon. H. Stewart: Twenty years ago this
State led South Afriea and the rest of the
world in its rreatment methods; to-day it
does not.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The hon, member has
referred to the point I was approaching.
Whereas in South Africe they have a free-
milling ore, which oceurs in ore bodies com-
paratively easy to mine, we have in Kal-
goorlie 8 highly refractory ore requiring to
be very carefully roasted, and in that roast-
ing we bave chemical difficulties that do not
oceur in the treatment of South Afriean ore.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you think the Com-
missinner could not take that into account?

Hon. H. SKDDON: 1 said he had been
trained in a country dealing with free milling
ores,

Hon. H. Stewart: Nonsensel
trained in the world.

Hon. H. SEDDON: In my opinion, had
the Government {aken a man trained in a
country that dealt with refractory ore, pos-
sibly we shuuld have had more confidence in
trat man’s report. Examine Mr. Thomas’s
report and it will be found that, although
he has made certain recommendations, he has
been comparatively silent on two mast im-
portant points. First there is the effect of
the tariff. not so much direct as indirect,
and in the second place there is the ihermal
practice in regard to the treatment of Kal-
goorlie ores and their chemical efficiency.
By that I mean, first of all, the question of
the treatment of ore by new processes. It
uppears to all who are investigating tbat
guestion that there is considerable room for
improvement in employing the waste heat
that comes from the furnaces. At present
no attempt i3 made to nse that heat, and se
the cost of roasting the ore is very much
higher than it should be. Certain German

He was
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chemical works "made their profits out of
furnace heat previously wasted. This is just
one illustration of the effect of the applica-
tion of science to the utilisation of waste
heat. So far as I know, not a single mine
ir Kalgoorlie is making use of the waste
teat from its roaster. Again, in regard to

the wutilisation of chemieal by-preducts,
a cerlain amount goes to waste that
ecould be nutilised, for instance, in the

production of sulphuric acid.

Hon. B. Stewart: That is one of the
most diffieult propositions before the chemist,

Hon. H. SEDDON: It is being done in
South Australia at the works treating sul-
phide ores. These two points are things one
would bave expected the Commissioner to
refer to. So it appears to me there is a
considerable weakness in his report dealing
with the gold-mining industry, With two of
the recommendations made by Mr. Thomss,
most of us agree. The first is the provision
of a cenfral treatment plant, and the sceond
the provision of a central power plant. Very
considerable economies could be introdueed
into the treatment of our gold ores by the
provision of those two central agencies. But
such are the difficoliies in the way that it
appears to me, unless we can see further
ahead than we can at present, those recom-
mendations are to a large extent stultified.
Some mines have certain ore reserves opened
up, yet owing to their position in relation
to the calc-sclist the life of those mines is
considerably limited. So, while it is all very
well to say that the Kalgoorlie mines, by in-
troducing up-to-date pianis could reduce
their working costs, yet the answer to that is,
“Quite true, hut seeing that the life of the
mine 1s so strictly limited, we are not justi-
fied ia ineorring ihe expendifure” On the
other hand, there are mines whose potential
development is limited by the efficiency of
mining engineering. Those mines have tleir
large ore reserves. This helps the argument
for a central treatment plant. But you have
again to consider the amalgamation of those
various companieg; and a seheme of amal-
gamation to meet all their requiremernts ap-
pears to offer very considerable difficulties.
Unless we can influence the dirertors of those
mines resident in the Old Country I eannot
see how the amalgamation is going to be
brought within the bonnds of practical min-
ing. On that question certain statements
have been made, first by Mr. Hamilton and
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then by certain London representatives of
mining companies. Mr. Humilton, in giving
his evidence before the Board of Trade,
made the following remarks :—

Some of the Western Australian mines have
erected plants which the Commissioner has com-
mended, but the commercial result of running
these plants on 7dwt. ore without a bonus
offers, in Present conditions, little induce-
ent for the investment of capital, especially
when that grade eannoi be guaranteed. More-
over, we are advised that in the near future
the mines will have to pay compensation for
industrial discases, including phthisis, and
that would mean an addition of 4 to 414 per
cent. to the cost of labour.

A puragraph in the “West Australian” pub-
lished early this month refeired to certain
remarks in London. It reads as follows:—

Recommendations made by Mr. Kingsley
Thomas with a view to possible improvements
in the Western Australian gold mining industry
have aroused interest in Londom, where the big
companies arc controlled.  One shareholder
there draws from the report the inference that
it is doubtful whether under existing condi-
tions gold mining in Western Australia can be
made to pay. He {akes the view that if ex-
penses ean be cut down by the suggested am-
algamation and the field put once more on a
profitable basis, well and goed, but should
this prove to be impracticable he suggests
that the directors of some of the '‘little Wes-
tralians’’ should consider the advisability of
following the example of Ivanhoe and Associ-
ated Gold Mines and put their companies iuto
voluntary liquidation. Suwch a course, he says,
would doubtless prove profitalde te a great
number of sharcholders who acquired their
holdings at anything like present market
prices, for it is well known that most of the
companies possess liquid assets considerably
in exeess of their market capitalisation.

I have read those two exiracts by way of
pointing to the difficulties of getting the gold
mining directorafes to consider the question
of amalgamation. There iz alro an injustice
in Mr. Thomas's report, in the severity
with which he enmments on mine managers
and mining methods, for he makes those re-
marks generally. There are practieal man
on the Golden Mile who have devoted a con-
giderable amount of time and effort to re-
search work and whe have, as a result of
that research work, made rerommendations
to Lheir directors, only to have those re~om-
mendations turned down. Consequently, for
Mr. Kingsley Thomas to elass the whole of
the mine managers as out-of-date and ineom-
petent 15 most unjust, when some manavers
have been aclively {rying to get the very
best results. Mr. Brown vesterdav made a
remark regarding the assistance miven to the
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miving industry by the rzduction of water
charges. This is the secon.d time the hon.
member has made Lis assertion, and for the
second time I bave to contradict it. 1t is en-
Lirely o, pured to the faets. 'Ll:e hon, member
said that the result of tie reduction of
water charges bad been to reduce the number
of men employed in the mines. He also said
that s.r. Liamilton had declarcd that if the
water prices reduction were given to the
mines it would bring millions of tons of ore
into prolitable treatment. Mr, lamilton,
when speaking at that deputation, was most
particolar to correct that false statement. He
pointed to the fact that if a considerable re-
duction could be effected in operating costs,
there were millions of low-grade ore which
could be treated if the cost were brought
below 30s. That is a very different state-
ment from the statement credited to him by
Mr. Brown. As a matter of faet, that water
reduction was given on the condition that
any relief afforded was o be expended by
the various companies in develo) ment work.,
That promise appears to have been earried
out, as is shown in Mr. Thomns’s report re-
garding the amount of money expended last
year in development work. While the as-
sistanes given tn the Kalgoorlie mines by
way of water charges reduction represented
£50,000, the mines on the Golen Mile alone
spent £60.000 in development work, and so
more ti-an fultilled the obligation imposed on
them by the granting of the reduetion of
water charges.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Trier {o the tea
adjournment I was referring 1o the remarks
of Mr. Brown in connection with the re-
duetion of water charges to the mines in
Kalgoonrlie, and the remarks of Mr. Hamil-
ton with regard to the Great Boulder Mine.
Another reference made by dir. Brown with
rezard to the reduction in water charges was
that wlen the water was reduced to 2s. 64,
the comnan‘es put off men instead of putting
them on.

Hon. J. R. Brown: And so thev did.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The point is that
there ka: ke n a considerable reduction of
emnlny~ent an the Golden Mle. The state-
ment t7at this was due {o the red—etion in
water rharees 1z absurd.

ilon. JJ. B, Prown: Did aet Mr. Hamil-
trn s ttat if the water was reduced to

all

2s. 6d. they would put on 2 large number of
men?

Hoon. H. BEDDON: No, lie did not.

Hon. J. R. Brown: e did.

The PRESIDENT: Oeder!

Hon. II. SEDDON: Thas remark is not
in accordance with tho facls, I would re-
fer the hon. member to {ie report of the
degl:tation published in  the Kalgoorlie
“Miner” in whieh Mr. Hamilton was eare-
ful to explain the position. He pointed out
that while the reduction of water charges
would considerably benefit the mines, there
were millions of tons of ore which were
worth only 30s. a ton, and which would be

treated if the costs were brought below 30s.
a ton.

Hon. J. R. Brown: That is what I said.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The first statement
1 would refer to is the =ause of unemploy-
ment in many mines on the Golden Mile.
If members will read Mr. Kingsley
Thomas’s report they will see the statement
of costs of various mines. The tonnage of
reserve ore at present whick is above the
cost of treatment is only 45 per cent. of the
tonnage o) ened up. The reduclion of eu-
pl_())jment is due to the fact that the
mining companies, in order to treat the
ore at a profit, had to pull in their
stopes and reduce the qnantity of ore
tf]kon out. That is the reason for the reduc-
lion of employment on the Golden Mile.
Another question that has heen occupying the
attention of goldfields people for a consid-
erable time, is that upon which the present
Government laid stress when fighting the
last election. T refer to the proelamation
of the Miners’ Phtliisis Act and the passing
of the Workers' Compensation Act. When
the Workers’ Compensation Act was being
discussed in this House, references were made
to the fact that the Bill had heen inlrodneed
before the Government had seriously faced
the ro-ition that would accrue when the Rill
was preclaimed an Aet,  Mr. Cornell, when
speaking to the Bill in Committee, moved nn
amendment to the effeet that the Rill so far
as it applied to the Miners’ Phthisis section
should come into oneration within the Fast.
ern goldfields district on the 1st day of
Julv. 1925, The Ministor replicd to the sng-
rested amendment of Mr. Cornell in the fol-
lowing terms:—

_ That it was not desiralile to fix the date
in that wav; that the Government haq under
eansideration a numhbor of schemes hefore the
Bill couid be practaimed on the Eastern Cool-
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gardie goldfields, and that some means must
be provided whereby the men whe could not
work in the mines might be absorbed. He
¢ould not at the moment give members details
of the scheme that was under consideration,
but he muat certainly oppose the amendment.

That was on the 1ith December, 1924. Later
on, while the Bill was still in Committee, the
question of the application of the Miners’
Phthisis section was again under considera-
tion. When Mr. Holmes was speaking of
the schedule which refers to miners’ phthisis,
he said that one Government had failed in
its daty so far as the proclamation of the
Miners’ Phthisis Aet was concerned. In the
course of his remarks Mr. Holmes went on
to suy—

If there is some scheme to absorb him when
he goes out. But there is no scheme, and the
hon. member knows that there is mo scheme,
and that it will take 12 months to evolve one.
The cffeet of such legislation in other States
wag tn throw miners out of employment, and
the Governments had to suspend the operation
of the measure.

On the same date attention was drawn to
the faet that if the Bill was passed it would
be up to the Government to bring this pro-
vision into operation. Mr. Harris also re-
ferred to the remarks of the Minister for
Works at Boulder on the 6th October, 1924.
When that gentleman was discussing the mat-
ter with the industrial unions he said:—

The great difficulty was the imsurance of
the men who had already contracted the dis-
ease, but who were still engaged in the indus-
try becanse neither the insurance companies
nor the mining companies would accept the
responsibility for such men.

The Minister added that he was going into
that aspect of the question, and hoped soon
to have a scheme prepared. The Govern-
ment he remarked, should say—

‘I'We will aceept the liabilily for the men
engaged in the industry up to this date.’’
Two years ago we passed the Miners’ Phthisis
Act. The present Ministers ecastigated their
predecessors in office for not putting that Act
into operation,

I wish to draw atlention to this matter, which
was then being so mueh stressed. The Gov-
ernment rvealised when they brought the
Bill in that with the placing of it on the
statute-book there would be serious difficul-
ties in the way of their proclaiming it. Sipee
then the Commonwealth laboratory has been
completed, and there is mo reason why it
shonld not now bhe brought into operation.
Speaking on the subjeet the Minister for
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Works said at the Lahour Conference held
in Perth—-

They bad not been able to proclaim the
Miners’ Phthisis Act passed by the previows
Government because the mine owners had threat-
ened to close down if it were donme. The Gov-
ernment have brounght from London a man
with a world-wide reputation in order to as
rertain what the industry can carry in that
respect, They do not wish to rely merely on
the word of the Chamber of Mines. The Gov-
ernment bad been waiting until the Common-
wealth laboratory was established at Ealgoor-
liec. Even now it would take the staff from
18 months to two years to conduet the ex-
amination ¢f the men on the mines at present.
When in Melbourne recently he had told the
Commonwealth that if the staff were increased
8o that the work of ezamining the miners could
be completed in six meonths the State Govern-
ent weuld accept their responsibility and pro-
claim the Aect, and bring the men who were
suffering from the diseases out of the mines,

Up to the present nothing has been denpe.
1t is a case on which we should lay stress.
Time is an element that is working against
the men. They are in the mines to-day,
and they should be taken out of it and be
given other suitable employment. The
longer these men are allowed to remain at
that work the worse it wilt be for them.
I am not referring to those who are suffering
from T.B. so much as those who have been
injured by dust. Seeing that the matter
was stressed so strongly in the House on
the occasion of the Workers’ Compensation
Bill, one would think that the Government
would have taken steps to see that the Min-
ers' Phthisis Act was proclaimed before this,
and that they did their duty to the men
who are waiting so anxiously for relief from
the position they are in. With regard to
our railways, there are three matiers that
affeet their efficiency. The (irst is a question
of hauling power, the second is the question
of truek mileage, and the third is the ques-
tion of grades. I congratulate the Commis-
sioner upon having shown such satisfactory
results during the last two years. There are
certain figures connected with the working
of the railways which indicate the efficiency
of their operation, and these should be
brought under the notice of members. The
first that indicates efficient operation is
the ton mileage figure. IF we examine
that figure for the past five years as given
in the extraet of comparative results of work-
ing, we find the ton mileage has var-
ied as follows: In 1921 it was 1.96; in 1922,
it was 1.99; in 1923 it was 2.02: in 1924
it was 1.95; and in 1925 it was 1.90. These



[26 Auoeusrt, 1925.]

are the earnings on goods and livestock per
ton mile. The earning power has decreased
by a fraction since 1923. When we come
to the figures dealing with the truck mileage
we find sgain a similar state of affairs. 1n
answer to questions ] asked yesterday, I
was given the following information: In
1921 the average truck mileage for both
loaded and emply trucks per day was 20.56
miles; in 1922, 20.04; in 1923, 20.20; in
1924, 21.51; and in 1925, 22,63 miles. There
bas been considerable improvement in the
truck mileage so far as the last two years
are concerned. The really important figure
is the proportion of truck mileage that is
rub by our trucks loaded, That indicates the
earning power of our rolling stock. We
ean imagine a state of affairs in which
every truck was fully loaded bolh ways, and
we thus had the trmcks working at 100 per
cent. efficieney, but that is of course abso-
lulely impossible. Members ean see how
necessary it is to be able to compare year by
vear the average earnings of our rolling
stock in order to determine the efficiency
under which that stock is handled. It ap-
pears to be a statistie that could be kept. Tt
wi= kept eight or 10 years ago. hut of recent
years it has been dropped. Such informa-
tion would be a most valuable indication of
the way in whieh our railways are being
worked. The conditions of our railways are
such that there must of necessity he a con-
giderable amount of dead running.” Our
traffic is mostly one way, and we have to ex-
pect that the figure will be a high one. It
is desirable for purposes of comparison that
we should have given to us from yéar to
year the statistics with regard to the loaded
mileage of each class of our trucks, Some re-
ference has been made to the legislation fore-
easted for the present session. One point
struck me in c¢onnection with the werk of
last session, that appeared to indicate a con-
siderable weakness in our system of dealing
with and creating legislation. Hen. mem-
bers may remember that during last session
a considerable amount of time was spent
in this Hounse dealing with Bills that came
from another place. Two of the most im-
portant were the Arbitration Aet Amend-
ment Bill and the Workers’ Compensation
Aet Amendment Bill. T contend that when
the Arbitration Bill left this House it was
a great improvement upon the Act at pre-
sent in foree.

Hon. H. Stewart: Yon are getting the
Rill apain in its amended form.

a3

Hon. H, SEDDON: Considerable im-
provements were made by this House, im-
provements which met with the approval of
anotber place, but because conference could
not agree upon other clauses of the Bill,
that legislation was lost and we are still op-
erating under the old Act. If the work of
the two Houses is to be lost entirely when
it is possible to effect a compromise on those
parts which meet with mutual approval,
that will not tend to increase the efficiency
ol our work. If we could have brought into
operation those clauses of the Bill on which
both Houses agreed, there would bave been
@ considerable improvement effected, and
the work the court has to perform would
have been reduced. The general all-round
result, therefore, would have been better. I
bhope something may be possible in that
direction because there is no donbi there will
be a considerable amount of disenssion in
this House when the Bill comes forward
again. In conclusion, I should like to say
witk other members that we are in a for-
tunate position with regard to our increased
production. The result of that has been in-
creased railway revenue &nd also an inerease
in the State’s revenue generally. Members
will agree that the amount of money ex-
} ended in opening up the agriculiural indus-
try has had this mest important resuit.
The outlook is brighter to-day than it has
been for many years, and there is not the
slightest doubt that that improved ountlook is
due to increased production from the agrienl-
tural and pastoral areas than from any other
cause. One must look forward with consider-
able confidence to the future and realise that
thiz State is coming more and more tnto its
proper place as a producer in the Common-
wealth, and that the country is becoming re-
cognised as possessing infinite resources, and
having to offer to peerle dpportunities. that
do not occur in any other State of the Com-
monwealth. One has to travel in the Eastern
States to realise how peaple are handicapped
in opening out on pew work as compared
with the position of the people in Western
Angtralia. I maintain that Western Austra-
lit offers to the migrant a better future and
brighter possibilities than any other part
of the Commonwealth. I support the mo-
tion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey) [7.50]: I wish to join with
other hon. members in the weleume extended
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to Mr, Glasheen and to offer him my con-
gratulations on his maiden speech in this
Chamber. Mapy of his remarks were in-
formative, partieularly those in connection
with his practical experiences. He made
reference to many propositions and the in-
formation that he supplied will prove useful
{0 members. At the same time I am not un-
mindful of the fact, as was mentioned by
Mr, Brown last night, that he sounded, un-
consciously 1 think, a jarring note when
he referred to my old friend, Joe
MeCarthy, who was spoken of by M.
Xirwan as one of the Dest liked men
on the Golden Mile. I feel sure that
Alr. Glasheen made those references in
a more or less humorous way, and that be-
fore the week is out he will take the oppor-
tunity of making & personal explaration,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: He said he was
speaking to the House in confidence.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I feel
certain, however, that a personal explana-
tion will put the matter right.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: 1 shall make the
explanation.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ap-
preeiate the remarks of the hon. ‘member in
connection with the Labour Party. At the
game time I cannot altogether associate my-
self with those remarks when he attributes
the high cost of living and the high tariff to
the Labour movement. We stand for a pro-
tective policy, but, as stated in another place,
the protection of to-day is protection run
mad. The hon. member also referred to the
fact that the Labour movement and the
Country Party should have a lot in common.
I join issue with him there, but I cannot
agree with him when he says there is a cer-
tain amount of antipathy between the two
parties in thia Hounse. It must be with the
party to which he belongs or, perbaps, it
exists in the imagination of the hon. mem-
her. It certainly does not exist so far as the
Labour movement is concerned. No better
proof could he given of the sympathy of
Laboar towards the agricultural industry
than the assistance that has always been
rendered by that party fo the men on the
land. Most of the reforms that have bene-
fited the agrienlturists and that have assisted
in the development of the industry have had
their foundation in the periods of the Labour
Party’'s admimstration. What was done by
the Laboor Party has had support ever since
from successive Governments, Whilst wel-
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coming Mr. Glasheen to this Chamber I join
in the expressions of regret at the loss the
House sustained by the death of Mr. Greig.
I support the words of sympathy that have
been expressed for the widow and the be-
reaved ones. At the same (ime may I be
permitted to udd that I alse condole with
the relatives of the late Mr. J. B. Holman,
a man with whom I was associated for the
better part of a gquarter of a century. I
trust that the vnique eircumstances that made
it possible for his daughter to occupy the
seat he held in Parliament may bave a good
resuit, and that she may prove the worthy
successor of & worthy public man. A review
of the remarks that have been made by mem-
bers in the course of the debate incline me
to think that the Leader of the House on this
oceasion is in the unique position—that it
was not the lot of any of his predecessors
to experience—of having nothing to reply to.
Most of the cviticism of hon. members has
been on the generous side and, in some eases,
eulogistic. But one should not lull himself
into a sense of security because, as one of
your predecessors, Mr. President,said, youn
never know the temper of this House and
where they are going to break out next. In
that connection I am reminded of the re-
marks of Mr. Holmes, who said ke was al-
ways prepared to give credii where it was
due. I believe the hon. member was quite
gerious when be said that, He has always
been most generous in handing out praise
and just as free in his criticiem. This day
twelve months we may find him eriticising
freely when debating the next Address-in-
reply in the event of things not going in that
period in the manner in which he would wish
them to go.

Hon. J. Ewing: He may do so during the
present session,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quite so.
The hon. member has good reason to ap-
preciate the action of the Government, be-
cause the policy enunciated by the present
Premier was that if the Labour Party were
returned to power they would see thai jus-
tice was done to all sections and to every
part of the State. In conpection with agri-
cultural development the Government have
completed the construction of the Piawaning
railway extension, which has been the sub-
jeet of publie agitation for manv vears. The
line has heen arened and handed to the work-
ing railwavs. The Dwarda-Narromin railway,
about which there haz heen considerable
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agitation for inany yeuars, has also been put
in hand. A commencement has also been
made with the work of linking up the Norse-
man-Esperance railway, and that will bring
about the consummation of a long-standing
desire not only on the part of goldfields
people, but of every portion of the State.
The Government have proved their bona
fides in many directions and they have not
been ummindful of the necessities of the
North-West. They have negotiated for the
purchase of an up-to-date steamer for the
North-West trade, and I am hoping that,
with the enthusiasim and business acnmen
displayed by the Minister for the North-
‘West, sooner or later that service will he
doplicated. T just make these remarks in
passing because Mr. Holmes in the course
of his speech alluded to that part of
the State which few members get the
opportunity to visit. The Leader of the
House, who is in charge of the North-
‘West Department, had his hands so full
with other matters, that he was unable
to visit the North-West and arranged

that I should make the trip and get
first-band knowledge of the people’s
requirements there and report to him.

Effect has been given to many of the pro-
posals. Last vear we passed a Bill to
amend the Pearling Act. I found that the
new measure was operating satisfactorily.
It will be information to members to learn
that the vexed nuestion of amendine the
Workers’ Compensation .Aet, which vitally
affects the industry, has heen taken in hand
by the Minister for lahonr. It is proposed
to introduee an amendment whieh, while
not going perhaps so far as the pearlers
wounld wish, will vet velieve the position,
which I admit rather militates against the
sucecessful ecarrying on of the industry. The
pearling industry has been somewhat under
a cloud, but the latest information from the
North is that the price of shell is higher
and that pearls of good value have been
discovered. During my trip I went inland,
and learned that the efforts of the Govern-
ment to assist the mining distriets were
appreciated. Mining in the North played
an important part in vears gone by, and
we are endeavouring by assisting mining in
the Marble Bar distriet, at Braeside and on
the ashestos fields, to bring abont an im-
provemert. Many reforms that have been
advoeated for vears have heen sanchioned
by the JMinister for Mines. The eost of
mininzx in the Norvth is much greater than

in other parts of the State, but we are hope-
ful that our efforts will result in consider-
able relief to the industry there. Mr.
Kitson referred to the unemployed problem.
At this season of the year, it is always
acute. Criticism has been levelled against
the administration of the Government Lab-
our Burean, but members should bear in
mind that in abnormal times measures
have to be adopted that would not be re-
sorted to under ordinary conditions. I
have no apology to offer rezarding the
administration of the Labour Bureau. I
may fairly elaim, without risk of being
accused of egotism, that the bureau has
never been conducted hetter than it is
heing condueted to-day. lven yet there is
room for considerable reform, but this in-
vohves finanee. A Bill will be introdueed
this session haviag for its object the aboli-
tion of private lahour exchanges in the eity.
Tf that measure he passed, we shall have a
chance to make the (fovernment bureau
worthy of its name. I hope it will be
possible to enlarge the establishment and
put it on a proper footing. From time to
time complaints have been made that men
cannot be obtained at the burean to engage
in clearing contraets in the country. The
burean, however, has been working in =a
hand to mouth fashion. Under the scheme
of reorganisation proposed, we shall have
a staff of men who know their job and will
see that the right men are supplied for the
work offering. At present an employer en-
raging labour has to take what is offering,
and he might get a good man or he might
not. The question of wages also enters
into consideration.

Hon. C. . Baxter: Do not the present
staff try to send out snitable men?

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
present staff are doing their best and are
deserving of the best thanks of the com-
munity, but the hureau needs to be reorgan-
ised. We require an officer whose special
job it shall be to.deal with this phase of the
work. I have submitted a scheme of re-
arganisation, but we «hall want to know
where we stand as regards the private ex-
chanres hefore effeet can bhe given to the
scheme. I am satisfied that the sooner the
private exchanges are aholished, the better
it will he for employers and emplovees. I
think members will find that the lerislation
contemplated will meet the requirements of
hoth employer and employee. That is the
ehjeet with whieh the Bill has been de-
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sigued. We want both parties to be satis-
fied, and we want to obtain the best results
with the least possible expense. 1f there is
a good man available, we want to place
him, and the employer wants to get him.
The qguestion of preference to unionists at
the burean has received some prominence,
but a misconception prevails regarding the
policy of the Government. The Govern-
ment were elected on a policy of prefer-
ence to unionists, and they stand by that
policy. 1 do not think it makes a serap of
difference to men applying at the bureau
for work what the policy of the Govern-
ment is. If a man has been engaged in any
particular occupation, surely he has been
a member of some organisation formed to
protect the interests of such workers. It
has been stated that a man cannot obtain
employment through the bureau unless he
is a member of the A.W.U.

Hon. J. Ewigg: I do not think that state-
ment is correet.

The HONORARY MINISTER: it is not
eorrect. Still, the statement was made to
me by several deputations. The organisa-
tion that prolects men going out on con-
struction and sueh like jobs is generally
the A.W.U., but so long as a man can show
that he has belonged to a union at some
time or other, he obiains preference. The
good solid toilers should not be compelled
to stand aside while others who have not
thrown in their lot with a union obtain the
benefit. Preference to unionists is ob-
sexved, but it applies irrespeective of the
union to which an applicant for employ-
ment belongs. The applicant, however, is
expeeted to join the union associated with
the industry in which he is engaging when
be gets on to the job. No one can cavil at
that. This explanation was necessary be-
cause of the erroneous statements that
have been made from time to time. Some
doubt has heen cast upon the sincerity of
the Government’s policy of mining develop-
ment, particularly by Mr. Harris. The
speeches of Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Harris
were not very hopeful. I am more
optimistic regarding the future of the
mining industry. The goldfields heralded
the dawn of the era of prosperity in this
State and made possible the suceessful
agricnltural development that has put
Western Australia on the map. We know
what agricultore did for Vietoria, but years
ago we never expected that the same thing
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would bappen in Western Australia. To
mining, however, is due the prosperity that
the State is enjoying to-day, and this heing
50, no misgivings need be entertained as to
the sineerity of the Government towards
the mining industry, particularly as several
membhers of the Government not only repre-
sent mining constituencies, hut are praeti-
cal miners who have been associated with
the industry all their lives. Apart from
the publie point of view, their interests and
enthusiasm are with mining. It has been
pointed out that over 150 million pounds
worth of gold has been mined ia
Western Australia, that we have the
largest auriferous belt existing in the
world and that almost every known min-
eral, to say nothing of precious stones, is
found here. Surely then we should be
enthusiastie about the industry. Mr.
Ewing was rather pessimistic when he
referred to the report of the Royal Com-
missioner on mining, which he characterised
as being damaging to the Btate, just as the
report of the Group Seitlenent Commis-
sion was damaging to the Sitate. The only
difference between the reports of the two
Commissions is that while the group settle-
ment report was right up-to-date, we should
bhave had Mr. Kingsley Thomas’s report 10
or 12 years ago. If this had been so, we
would have been in a better position to-day.
I do not pose as an anthority on mining,
but I have had practical cxperience,

Hon. E. H. Harris: 1o vou think that
what Mr. Kingsley Thomas said wonld
have been applicable 10 yemrs ago?

The HONORARY MINISTER: If he
bad reported on mining on ihe Golden Mile
12 or 15 years ago, there would have been
no oceasion for the report he reeently pre-
sented. I say that, moreover, as one who has
been in the mines. As Mr. Stewart very
pertinently interjected to-mighi, Mr. Kings-
ley Thomas has had a worldwide experience
of mining, and is an independent man. Had
we had such a report on our mining 10 years
ago, the history of our Eastern Goldfields in
particular would have been very different.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What will the Gov-
ernment do with the report row they have
got it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt alt
depends on whether those who will be called
vpon to handle the recommindations will
have sufficient commgnsense and business
acomen to make use of them.
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Hon. A. J. H. SBaw: [ 'hope Mr. Kings-
ley Thowas is not responsibie for the gold
boous.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Wae have not got
the gold bonus. yet.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Some
little differences of opinion :nay exist as to
the gold bonus.

The PRESIDENT: 1 do not think the
hon. member is in order in referring to the
gold bonus now. The House has settled
that gqunestion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Never-
theless, Dr. Saw takes exception to it. Mr.
Kirwan, in his speech on the Address-in-re-
ply, rather criticised the (iovernment for
lack of enthusiasm in opehalf of the gold
bonus, and he was ably supported by Mr.
Harris. The Government did everything
possible to support the proposal for a
bonus, irrespective of the rewarks of mem-
bers represeniing goldfields constituencies,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
quite out of order in discussing the gold
bonus.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: I am re-
plying to the remarks of Mr. Kirwan, made
on the Address-in-reply.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I rmrerely said that
a reference to the gold bonus might bave
been made in the Governor’s Speech.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Harris criticised the Government severely
and rather ungenerously.

The PRESIDENT: 1 remember now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Harris claimed that the Government should
have come out earlier in suppori of the gold
bonus, and also said that we might have been
a little more active in bringing evidence be-
fore the Federal Disabilities Commission,

Hon. E. H, Harris: The Government
were nof inactive, they were asleep.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Under Secretary for Mines, Mr. Calanchini,
gave evidence hefore that Commission; and
a report of his evidence was published.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But he is not a
member of the Government,

The HONORARY MINISTER: He was
the mounthpiece of the Government, in-
structed by the Minister fir Mines. Did
the hon. member want thz Minister for
Mines to go before the Commission?

Hon. E. H. Harris: Some member of the
Government should have doune so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Onp this
question only the Minister for Mines could
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have gone, and he was not in the State at
the time. However, the Government gave
evidence before the Commission throngh
their responsible officer, Mr. Calanchini, who
is to be congratulated by all interested in
the mining industry for the testimony he ad-
duced.

Hon. E. H, Harris: No ane has criticized
him.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I may
quote a few remarks irom a letter ad-
dressed to me by the Gold Bonus Campaign
Committee, through Mr. (. de Bernales—

On behalf of the gold-mining industry as

represented by my committee, I am instructed
to write in order to thark you for the support
your Government through you have expressed
to our appeal for assistance to the Federal
Government. We would like to congratulate
you om the statesmanlike utterance in which
the Government’s attitnde was presented to
the Press. We feel that all eections of the
community will support the remarks expressed,
as they aim at achieving a result which must
either directly or indirectly benefit every citizen
of the Commonwealth, My committee hope
ghortly to open their campaign in Melbourne,
Sydney, and Brisbane, and trust we may he
permitted in due course to seek the Govern-
ment'’s advice and support in this direction.
Agsain expressing our great appreciation of
the assistance you have extended to our effort,
yours faithfully, for the Gold Bonus Cam-
paign, C. de Bernales.
Mr. Harris, on the other hand, deprecated
the efforts of the Government; and it would
be only what is due io the Government if
1 were to deal exbaustively with the hon.
member’s rather sneering remarks, How-
ever, ] think it wiil be more appreciated if
I briefly inform the hon. member that he
would be much hetler taking his part as a
goldfields representative by gefting into the
Government’s corner and telling them clearly
what they have done or not done, and thus
endeavour to be of some assistance. That
is the keynote of the position. No matter
what our political feelings may he, we are
anxious that every portion of the State
should get a fair deal, and that we should
give to industries all the assistance it is in
our power fo render. I could go through
lists of proposals in connection with which
the Government have heen most active. They
have spent £83,000 out of the £100,000 set
aside for mining development, the largest
amount ever spent by any Government in
Western Ausiralia for the henefit of the
mining industry.
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Hon. K, H. Harris: Does that include
the £50,000 for the water concession granted
by the .iteheil Government$

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. 1
suy that £100,000 in all bas been deioted by
this Government to mining development and
£83,000 actually spent apart from commit-
ments, However, these eriticisins get us no-
where. In my opinion one of the chief causes
of the decline of the gold industry has been
the hardship inflicted on the prospeetor by
way of income tax. Certain legislation was
brought down by this Government relieviny
the pros ector of all taxafion on his income
from a mine discovered by him, whether the
remuneration be in cash or in shares. An-
other feature is the prezsure of income fax
on mining (ompanies. Last session we had
a long discussion on that j hase of the sob-
ject. Certain arrangements have now been
made by the Gosverniment to meet the position
and alleviate that taxation.

Hon. E. H. Harris: We gave you eredit
for that, but we said you did not extend
the reliet as far as the Commonwealth did.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
the hon. member's remarks here, and I ean-
not discover that he gave the Government
eredit for anything. Like Mr. Holmes, if
T were opposed to a Government, T would
lake advanlage of every opportunity to give
them a little eredit. More money has heen
spent out of the Mining Development Vote
by this tiovernment than was ever spent be-
fore. T mention this by way of provine to
Mr. Harris that the Governmeni are doing
something in the interests of mining, We
are as keenly inferested in the development
of the (nlden Mile as he is. Several mem-
bers of the Ministry, ineluding myself, re-
present mining eonstituencies. T would draw
the attention of Mr. Harris to what the pre-
sent Government have done in reference to
aban'oned lenses, cartage, and tailings. Mr.
Warris muost recoenise that the Golden Mile
is not the only proposition to be taken into
consideration, that other fields have to be de-
veloped, and that the prospector must re-
ceive a little ascistance. That assistance has
heen given hy the present Government whole-
heartedlv. Anv mining man who places a
prorosition hefore the Government or the
offteials to-day is assisted to the fullest ex-
tent if it is anvthing like good husinecs.
No reasonahle pronosition put hefore the
(fovernment up to date has keen trrned down,
The Government realise that, affer all, it
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is the mining industry that is responsible
for the success attained by the State gener-
ally. 1 realise it is the wish of the House.
that the debate should terminate to-night,
and in order that an opportunity may be
given in that direction, I shall now conclude,
wmerely repeating that, outside a few small
criticisms in connection with mining, there
has besn practica ly no criticism of the Gov-
cronnent. The Government are most grateful
for the generous attitnde of the House, as
I may say briefly now, and -as will be more
adequate!ly stated by the Leader of the House
when re_lying on the debate geneally.

Personal Explanation.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: I ask leave to make
a personzl explanation. I feel indebted to
Mr. Hickey and Mr, Brown for drawing my
attention to the remarks I made concerning
Mr. M, J. MecCarthy. I would be indeed
sorry to make any remarks abont my old
frien that could be regarded as a reflection
upon his ability to earn his living, 1 think
what I said was merely that Mr. Mc¢Carthy
did not work very hard, but in making that
statement T em; hasised that in theose days
none of ns worked very hard. I meéant the
remark merely by way of a lead up to a
compliment to Mr. McCarthy. T went on
to say that T gave Mr. McCarthy credit for
having sown in my mind a desire for econ-
omie study, and that T attributed to him
evorything T had attained in that direction.
I think that is a very hizh compliment to
pay to a man. What I said in relation to
his carning his living was certainly not in-
tended to be in the natare of na slur. T
yropose to write to Mr. MeCarthy person-
ally & letter of explanation. I especially re-
gret having said what I did heeause in the
last courle of davs I have heard of a very
sad accident to Mr. MeCarthy’s son. who
was killed in a mine recentlv. T was deeply
grieved to hear of that accident, and would
be still more sorry to think that anv ohser-
vations T made had added to the ereat grief
which must be felt by my old friend. T make
this explanation to the House hy wav of an
apology to Mr, McCarthy for what T said.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (Ea«t} [8.307:
T do not pronose at this late stace of the
Address-in-reply debate to speak at any
ereat leneth, hni intend to denl with a few
matters that have not been dwelt upon by
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previous speakers. First of all, in com-
pany with others who have preceded me, 1
desire to express my high appreciation of
the work oi the late Mr, Greig. When 1
entered this Chamber last session Mr. Greig
was one of those who extended to me great
courtesy, and 1 shall never forget his kind-
ness and the assistance he rendered to me.
1 also join with others in extending a hearty
welcome to Mr. Glasheen. 1f he has the
same experience that I bad when 1 came
here first 12 months ago, he will be at home
among members at the present time. One
migiit congratulate the Government on the
very informative speech they supplied to
His Excellency the Governor for presenta-
tion to DParliament. Tt followed the year's
achievements, but it seemed to be very ob-
scure regarding legislation to be brought
forward, 1 am certain members will agree
with me that a little more information in
that respect would be very welcome. I do
not intend to speek on matters of a par-
ochial deseription. Within my provinee we
have such old and well-established towns as
Toodyav, York, and Northam, but I do not
consider that they represent the hub of the
universe. I will not contend for anything
those eentres are not entitled to receive as
a result of the increased development of the
State.  When T hear hon. members advo-
cating local needs, as Mr. Burvill did, re-
zarding Albany, and Mr. Potter regarding
Fren.antle, it seems to me that there is only
one town that is of importance in Western
Australia =0 far as each of them is con-
cerned. T wish to impress upon members
that as the State develops so will the neces-
sity arice for the development of, or inereas-
inz, the requirements of tha<s ports,

Hon. G. Potter: And the necessity is here
now.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: It bas not ar-
rived.

ITim. A, Burvill: What, after 100 years!
" Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If the develop-
ment of the State reaches the stage when
production beromes greater than our ports
can successfully bandle, then is the time
for ihat development of the ports to take
place,

Hon. G. Potter: We are running late
now.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1f our ports can
in any way handle the whole of the produce
passing through them at the present time,
how ¢an we justify increased expenditure in
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extending those pioris betore the time arrives
when we shall reap the benefit of any such
expenditure?

Hon. G. I’otter: Harbour works take a
long time to complete.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Perhaps they do.

Hon. G. Potter: There is no “perhaps?
about it.

Hon. J. Ewing: You have {o provide the
harbours before you can get the trade.

1Ton. H. J. YELLAND: The time for exz-
tending our harbour facilities is when the
production of the State makes those exien-
sions necessary to handle the increased
trade.

Hon. G. Potter: It is not.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I do not agree
with the hon. member, neither do some of
those who are at the present time using
the barbour at Fremantle,

Hon. A. Burvill: You caanct develop a
harbour unless yon have a railway running
lo it.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Can the hon.
member tell me any harbour that has not
a vailway riunning to it now? However, the
whole position, looking at it from the wider
standpoint of the State as a whole, is that
so long as we can go shead with the de-
velopment of the State the other things will
follow regarding the coastal ifrade. As to
our financial position we are all highly de-
lighted to know that the finances have im-
proved so upjreriably. The deficits have
dwindled annually during the last few years.
In 1922 it was £730,135; in 1923, £405,364;
in 1924, £229,158; and in 1925, £59,057.
The present Government have taken a con-
siderable amount of eredit for that result.

ITon. E. H. Gray: And they deserve to.

Hon. H., J. YELLAXD: Perhaps so; yet
while at the end of the financial year 1923-
24 the deficit was £229,158, the defieit for
July of this year was €£218,935, as against
£59,000 for the whole of last year. If we
are to continue as we have started during
the pre-ent finaneial year, T do net know
what will be the result. The reduction of
the deficit to £39,000 was a creditable per-
formance. I venture the opinion, however,
that had it not been for the developmental
policy of Sir James Mitehell it would not
have been achieved. Moreover, had Sir
James remained in power to continue his
policy, the deficit of £59,000 would have
been converfed into a very substantial sur-
plus. It has to be admitted that during the
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past year augmented taxation inereased the
revenue by at least £42,000. In view of the
state of the finances to-day I hope the Gov-
ernment will not offset that fortunate posi-
tion by embarking upon any of those
schemes that were so disastrous 10 or 15
years ago. At present there has heen a con-
siderable offset against that amount by the
introduction of the 44-hour week in connee-
tion with some of the State trading econ-
cerns. It would perhaps be a mistake on
my part to pursne this line further. It has
been dealt with by other members, and it is
my desire more {o stress points that have
not been dealt with during the debate
There is no doubt, however, that the im-
proved financial position is due to the de-
velopment of the agricultural areas, prin-
cipally in the wheat belt. Last year alone
there was an increase of 5,000,000 bushels
of wheat compared with the previous sea-
son. If we consider what that means to the
railways we will realise what this extra haul-
age of freight amounts to. The inereased
yield has extended well back in the wheat
areas, but the average haulage would be at
least 4d. per bushel. Working on that basis
it will be seen that the extra wheat yield
represented an additional sum of £80,000 to
the railways for the haulage of that freight.

Hon. V. Hamersley: And yet they say
wheat haulage does not pay?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: At any rate that
was the returm last year. While dealing
with wheat, I suggest to the Government
that they give serious consideration to the
necessity for getting into touch with the
Federal authorities with a view to
securing unanimity in favour of the aboli-
tion of the f.a.q sampling of wheat.
For years past wheat has been sold
on the world’s market on the basis of f.a.q.
wheat produced throughout the whole of
Western Australia. It may not be well
known to hon. membera just how the fa.q.
sample is arrived at. Samples of wheat are
taken from varions parts of the State, the
prime being mixed with the poor. All the
samples are thoroughly mixed together and
placed in a bushel receptacle which is then
weighed. In order to get at what the f.a.q.
sample is, it is necessary to have a collee-
tion of the various classes of wheat from all
parts of the State. That is done and that
forms the basis on which our wheat is sold
on the world’s markets. And that is the
bagis of the value of wheat as delivered at
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the siding. It must appeal to everyone,
therefore, that as the f.8.q. sample has been
decided by the Chamber of Commerce for
years past, the producer of the wheat has no
say whatever ian fixing the sfandard for the
season. That standard is fixed by those whe
are the buyers and sellers of the wheat.
This is the result that follows: Let us as-
sume that the f.a.q. sample of wheat weighs
62 Ibs. That works out at 5s. 2d. per bushel
or 1d. per Ib. Any wheat that comes in at
G2 Ibs. is en f.a.q. sample. IFf the wheat
comes in weighing 65 lbs. it should be worth
5s. bd., but as it is well within the standard
required it is paid for as f.a.q. wheat at
s, 2d. If wheat should be brought along
that weighs 56 or 58 lbs. to the bushel the
grower is docked. That docked wheat, when
it reaches England, is mixed with superior
guality wheat to be made up to f.a.q. sam-
ple and the whole is then sold in the world’s
markets as f.a.q. wheat. Consequently nearly
the whole dockage that the farmers are com-
pelled to submit to, are made up with good
wheat and the merchants reap the advan-
tage. The time has arrived when the Gov-
ernment should introduce a system provid-
ing for various grades of wheat, whereby
the grower would be able to receive fair
value for his preduets. Governments of the
past have seen fit to establish experimental
farms whera extra special wheats have been
bred suitable for growing in various
parts of the State, and this has been
brought up to such a piteh of perfection
that to-day we are producing a better wheat
than ever before. Yet neither the farmers
nor the State is getting the benefit of that
improvement. The whole of the benefits are
being reaped by those dealing in the wheat.
Consequently there is no encouragement to
the farmer to improve the quality of his
wheat, and so to-day we are crying out for
a better sample. It is to the advantage of
the State, as well as of the individval, that
he should receive the benefits derived from
growing a superior wheat. There shounld
be ¢o-operation with the Commonwealth, and
in this respect I believe great good counld
be done. I have heen in communication
with the Director of Agriculture, and he is
quite sangunine that it is possible to do this,
1 hope the Government will follow it up
with the idea of putting it to practical use.
A little while ago I had opportunity to
look into the fruit drying induestry in the
Eastern States and compare the conditions
with tbose under which our growers are
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labouring. ,You, Sir, might remember that
when the returned seldiers at Upper Swan
started to produce lexias, sultanas and cur-
rants, very high prices were being reached
in the Home Land, and the soldiers were
tnduced to start planting with a view to
meeting the demand, They have done that.
But the land was sold to them at a very
high figure, based on the average produe-
tion and the value then being reecived for
the exported article in London. To-day the
market price is very much below the price
then obtainable, and moreover the land on
which these soldiers were placed has been
very much over-capitalised, with the result
that those men are in a very precarious
position and something will have to be done
if they are to remain on their farms. I
do not want to see a repetition of what oc-
curred some years ago on the wheat areas
when, if a man failed he walked off his
holding and the Agricultural Bank accepted
the first applicant for the bloek, with the
result that the second holder reaped the bene-
fit of the labours of his predecessor. I hope
these soldiers are not going to be turned off
their blocks without first being given every
opportunity to make good. After having
gone through the Mildura settlements and
seen what is being produced there, T venture
to say that Western Aunstralia can grow
infinitely better grapes than those produced
in the Eastern States. Yel we have not
been able to come up to the Eastern States’
dried product, for the conditions over there
help the grower to turn out a fruit superior
to ours. However, T believe our eonditions
ean be overcome but our growers will
have to be instructed and assisted by the
Government.

Hon. J. Ewing: In what does this State
feil ¥

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: In this respeet:
Being so near the coast, it takes much
longer to dry the fruit, and the longer it
takes, the darker the fruit becomes in colour,
and the darker it is in colour the lower the
grede. In food values our fruit is equal to
theirs, but we cannot produce the same good
colour. Then again, the dried fruit must
come up to the Federal standard to be ex-
ported. When our returned soldiers were
placed at the Upper Swan, Western Aus-
tralia was importing her dried fruoits. To-
day we have to export 60 per cent. of ounr
produetion, and the whole of the fruit ex-
ported must be up to the standard set un-
der the Commonwealth regulations. That
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exported fruit is of very high quality. Any-
thing of second grade is rejected. There-
fore G0 per cent. of our fruit bas to be
groded for the Home wmarket, while the
other 40 per cent., which may be of second
grade, is sold locally. Yet the man selling
the inferior article locally is getting a higher
price ihan be who is selling the standard
arficle on the world’s market. The Govern-
ment should consider these things if they
want to keep those soldiers on their farms.
The Prime Minister, addressing the Commer-
cial Travellers’ Association in Melbourne re-
cently, said, “The market we must have is
the British market. It is worth all the other
markets together.” Australia sent 12,000
tons of dried fruits to the London market
last year, and that was simply a drop in
the bucket. The whole solution of our
dried fruit problem in Western Australia
is that which was suggested by Mr. Willmott
when speaking on group setilemeni, nramely,
to increase produetion to such an extent as
to make our exports felt in the Home mar-
ket. If we could increase our expuris ten-
fold and send 200,000 1.ms to Tondon every
year, instead of our havins to look Fur mar-
kets we should have the eonsumers lonking
to us for our products. IHere aznin is one
of the difficulties we are up against in the
markets of Great Britain: T saw a sample
of sultanas produced in South Europe, close
to the Mediteranean. Mildura managed to
produce a sample of equal quality, but it was
found that in that sample there was a cer-
tain number of spotted fruit that had to be
taken out. It was impossible to take them
out by mechanical means, so one of the
Greeks at Mildura was asked how they were
able to get such a beautiful sample in Greece.
He said it was done by taking out the whole
of the blaeker berries and retaining the
others. When asked the cost of that opera-
tion, he said that in his country boys were
employed to de it at half a crown a day.
It will be seen, therefore, that it is imrpos-
sible for Australia to put such a sample on
the world’s markets and compele with the
prodoet thus specially prepaved in Greere.
I was talking over this matter with Mr.
Chaffey, the founder of the Mildura settle-
ment. He sugrzested that we should form
an Australian standard that could be main-
tained by mechanieal means. We shonld
then have a standard for our dried fruils,
the same as for our wheats, and we could
put the fruit on the world’s market at a
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cheaper rate and wounld then have the world
looking to us and accepting our standard.
T have eompared samples of Californian and
Grecian and Spanish fruits, and I can say
that Austialia is eapable of producing fruit
quife equal to those. The future of our
dried fruit industry is bright, provided we
can increase production to sueh an extent
that we shall te able to demand the atten-
tion of the world, instead of having to push
our way as at present. I do not propose to
say much on gronp settlement. 1 am pleased
to know that the Government intend to carry
on the work started by Sir James Mitchell.
The system of group setilement is heing
copied in other States as well as in other
parts of the world, and the advantace_ of the
system is bheing widely acknowledged. West-
ern Australia is to be complimented upon
having inaugurated such a scheme, Imitation
is the sincerest form of flattery, and I be-
lieve that ere long we shall be able to look
back upon the initiation of our group settle-
ments with Lthe same feelings of satisfaction
as we now look back to the initiation of our
wheat belt settlement, and say that it was
one of the finest things that ever happened
Western Aunstratia. I would point out for
the benefit of those who have said we should
introduce the contraet system, that it was
tried for many years. Mr. McLarty, Mana-
ger of fhe Agricultural Bank, said some
little time ago that the contract svstem under
the Agrienltural Bank had proved a failure
for the last 25 years, and that something else
had to be done if the Sonth-West was to be
developed. In Question 1895 he says that
group settlement is the only solntion of the
difficulty of developing that part of the
State. His opinion is a very valuable one.
It has heen said that the groupies are money-
less peotle, and that we have settled the
Sonth-West with peorle of that tvpe. That
is the hrisht feature of the whole thing.
How many men with money would try to
develop the South-West? If 2 man had
monev he would not go there, but go some-
where else. Sir James Mitchell eonceived
the idea of developing it with cheap money
that he was able to ohtain, and this has heen
the on'y way in which he conld dgvelop it

Hon. W. T. (lasheen : Tf they had capital,
had they anwvwhere else to po?

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: Men with eanital
wonld huy a ready-made farm. or invest
their monev in other directions. They would
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not develop the South-West under the con-
tract syvstem, as they would have to do if
they came under the Agrienltural Bank.

Hon, W, T. Glasheen: If they had capital
they wonld noi need the Agriculiural Bank.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Neither would
they have the meclination to develop the
South-West.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: That is a reflection
ou the South-West.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: No, because the
land could have heen developed in mno other
way, The system has heen a failure for
25 years.

Hon. 1§. Siewart: The Agricnltural Bank
never advanced any appreciable sum of
money for that part of the State,

Hon. A. Burvill: The principal cause of
the lack of developmeni was the absence of
sufficient railways.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Agricultural
Bank has advanced money for the South-
West. It has advanced money to the full
value of the improvements done.

Hon. A. Burvill: Not in the Denmark
grea,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Mr. McLarty
says it was not possible to develop the South-
‘West under the conditions permitted by the
bank.

Hon, H. Stewart: He would not give it a
trial under the group settlement scheme.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
should allow Mr, Yelland to make his speech
in his own way.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: The interjections
are helpful in many ways. Iam only quoling
the remarks of Mr. McLarty. The only way to
start to develop the South-West was under the
day labour group system, as initiated by Sir
James Mitchell. If, as the Commission sng-
gests, it is possible 10 do the work under the
contract or piecework system, I weleome the
change, for I believe it will be less expensive.
I cannot think that the members of the Com-
mission are sanguine of snccess. The Com-
mission was comprised of men who had pre-
viously expressed views opposed to piece-
work and in favour of day labour, and how
they are going to reconcile the two things,
I do not know. In 1913 there was a desire
ta call a balt in the development of our
wheat areas. In that year T heard a Labour
leader say in public that we had no more
wheat land to zell. If that was the case in
1913, how is it we have sold so many thou-
sands of acres of wheat lands since the Lab-
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our Government went out of office, and how
s it we bhave increased the produetion of
our wheat areas to the extent we have?! To-
day people are saying, “Do not let ns de-
velop the Sounth-West, or develop the State.”
If we refuse to develop the State we are not
carrying out the functions that devolve upon
us as loyal members of the great Empire.
Sir James Mitchell has always aimed at the
development of the State, for if the State
is developed everything else expands with it.
In 1919, when he took over the Government.
there were about 3,000 men ont of employ-
ment. Despite that, e began a progressive
immigration scheme. There were also 11,000
men returmng from the war. In 1924 he
bad found work for all, and there were &till
jobs available in excess of the number of
men who counld take them. To-day every-
where men are erying out for work, because
during the last 12 months the dévelopment
of the State has been retarded.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not so.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: There was more un-
employment last year,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: At the end of
Sir James Mitchell’s regime there was no
nnemployment.  No previous speaker has
referred to the Muresk agricaltural college.
A good deal has heen said in the Press aboul
the appointment of the principal. Te muss
be a man of high integrity and scientific
attainments.  Those are the two essential
points.  The agrienlfural colleges ol any
State are a veflex ot the agrienltural indus-
try of those States. The college reputation
depends upon the principal. If we get
second-grade man we shall have a second-
grade college, and that will mean we shall
have a second-grade agriculinral reputation
a5 compared with the other States. South
Australian wheat faimers owed a great deal
to the work of Professor Lowrie while he
was principal of the agricultural eollege
there. He fought for the various principles
in which he believed, and maintained that
the only way to increase the yield and im-
prove the gencral production of Sountk Aus-
tralia was to follow those prineiples. To-
day he is beloved and acknowledged as one
of the great henefactors of South Australia.
If we start our eolleze wilh a man who is
not np to the standard, we shall place it in
a 1osifton that will he helow (he stand-
ard adapted in the other States. Tt will
alsn mean that our agrienltural industry
will snffer in reputation. T it is possible
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to secure the services of one of the leading
men in the Eastern States we should im-
mediately do so. I do not care what ibhe
salary is. The hest salary paid lo the
principal of Roseworthy, Hawkesbury or
Nookie colleges, is not too great to pay to
the prineipal of JMuresk college. If a
man is of value to any of the other States,
he must surely be of equal value to Western
Australia. 'Why not offer bim a higher
sulary to tuke charge of Muresk college,
with the object of creating a standard that
will be creditable to Western Australia and
asgist us in our agricultural development?
Tf we start low we shall have a low reputa-
tion throughout our agricultural career. If
we offcred any one of those principals an
extra €250 a vear over und ahove his
present salary, and an appointment for 10
years, it would mean only £2,500 in that
time, but would place the college in the posi-
tion of being second to nome i Aunstralia.
If, however, we take from one of those col-
leges the second in command, the Muresk
college would immediately become second ti.
the eollege from which we had taken the
second professor. 1 cannot express myself
too strongly on the matter. When we read
in the paper that the Minister for Agrienl-
fure is practieally wedded to The appoint-
ment of a State school teacher to the posi-
tion of principal, 1 must say it is nothing
short of a damnable disgrace to Western
Australia. Words almost fail me when |
think that our college is likely to be placed
in such a degraded position as to he

sitnated sn far below those of the olher
States, when, with our great agrienl-
tural possibilities il sheould be  foremosi
an the list of sueh  eolleges. After

we have obtained the best possible man,
we shonld have (he eollepe affiliated with
the ['niversity, %o as to enable our
young men to take agrienltnral degrees
and obviate the necessity for their goine to
the other States. 1 did want to say some-
thing about the railways and the apathy of
the Government in conneetion with the
Caterers’ Union strike.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That has been thra-hed
to death.

Hon. IT. J. YETA.AND : There is one noint
in connection with the strike T eannot over-
look, and it is this: While that strike was
in progress, the juslices, throuzh their
assneiation, forwarded a letter to the
Arting Promier sneoestine that be <henld

take eertain  aetior. Theee  wenilemen
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acted -in aecordance with their oath of
allegiance to  His Majesty the King
and they did the right thing in pro-
testing. The acting Premier (Mr. Angwin)
is reported to have said that if he could
bave found out who those partieular justices
were, he would have called npon them to re-
sign.

Hon. E. H. Gray:
deserved it, too.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: I think the hon.
member is speaking in ignorurce of the re-
quirements of a junstice of the peace. He
would not have made such an ohservation
were he cognisant of the duties of a justice.

Hon, E. H. Gray: His duties are to dis-
pense justice and not to take sides.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The justices
would have been wanting in their duty to the
State and would have been violating the ob-
ligation of their oath to prescrve peace and
good order. had they not adcpted that at-
titude. I shall show for the hon. member’s
information just how they carried out their
obligation.  Seetion 237 of the Criminal
Code reads—.

It is lawful for any person who witnesses a
breach of the peaece to interfere to prevent
the continuance or remewal of it, and to uae
such force as is reasonably necessary for such
prevention and is reasonably proportioned to
the danger to be apprehended from such con-
tinuance or renewal, and to detain any person
who is committing or who is about to join in
or to renew the breach of the peace for such
time as may be reasonably necessary in order
to give him into the custody of a police officer.
Section 566 reads—

It is lawful for a justice or police officer
to arrest without warrant any person whom
he finds committing any indictable offence or
committing any simple offence with respect
to which it is provided that a person found
committing it may be arrested by a police
officer without warrant.

And they would have

I also have an opinion as lo the competency
of a justice to order an arrest. This opinion
was given in 1922 by Sir YWalter James,
K.C., as follows:—

1. The duty of conserving the peace lay in
ancient times primarily with the holders of
certain offices (one of which was the office
of justice of the peace) filled by appointment
or by clection, and the right of appointment
was assumed by Edward IIL in 1327. By an
Act of that year, it was enacted: ‘' The King
wills that in every country good men and law-
ful which be mo maintainers of evil or bar-
retors in the county shall be assigned to keep
the peace,”’ These are very wide and general
words which must now be read in the light of
improved administration and of fuller legisla-
tion. And to-day it may be taken broadly

_[COUNCIL..]

speaking that a justice of the peace discharges
his duties in court, or as a preliminary to a
hearing in court or for the purpose of enforeing
an order made in court. The modern police-
man—and we are apt to overlook how modern
he is—with the consequent series of Acts de-
fining his dutics has crcated a regulated sys-
tem by which peacc is conserved and under
which offenders are brought before courts of
justice by machinery in which judges and jus-
tices take no personal initiative, but in which
they discharge judicial functions, They have
ceased to be ‘‘keepers of the peace’’ in that
active and personal sense which prevailed in
past centuries.

2, The Justices Act, 1902-1920, Section 15,
gays, ‘‘Justices of the peace shall have and
may exercise within and for their jurisdiction
the several powers and authorities conferred
upon them by this Act or by a general com-
mission of the peace.’” And Sections 26 and
28 of the same Act state what a justice can
do out of sessions, that is when not in court.
These three eections cover the usual activities
of a justice before and after sessions.

3. At common law a justice might appre-
hend, or by a verbal order cause to be appre-
hended any person committing a felony or
breach of the peace in his presence. But the
relevant provision on this head is now em-
bodied in the Code, Sections 237 and 566,

Those are the sections I have quoted.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But there was no
breach of the peace.

Hon, H. J. YELLANT:
James’s opinion continued—

4, The Criminal Code forms a general
guide, but if speeial Acts give justices express
power to direct or verbally order an arrest,
then the provisions of sueh an Act should be
relied upon. Whenever a justice has power
to arrest without a warrant, he has the power
to direet a constable to arrest. See Section
37 of the Juatices Act.

5. Applying the above principles to the

case submitted to me, it was the duty of the
constable to arrest Smith when so directed by
the justice.
It is quite within the jurisdiction of the
justices and indeed it is their duty to see
that peace is maintained, and if necessary
te direct the attention of a constable to any
breach, or even to order the arrest.

Fion. E. H. Gray: You had better send
them around to election meetings in the city.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: T.et me direct
attention to Section 12 of the Justices Aet,
which reads:—

Every member of the Executive Couneil,
every judge of the Supreme Court, and every
chairman of a court of general or quarter ses-
sions of the peace, police or resident magis-
trate or coronmer shall, by virtne of his office
and without any further commission or aath-
ority than this Act, be a justice of the peace
for the State.

Sir Walter
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According to that, the mambers of the Ex-
ecuti.e are ex officio justices of the peace,
and we found ourselves in the peculiar posi-
tion of one body of justices deelaring that
another body of justices were ounly fit to be
erased from the roll. Yet those justices, as
I bave shown, carried out (heir duties with
all due respect to the obligalions of their
oath of allegiance, while the others, instead
of supporting them, did their level best to
dissuade them and even io intimidate them.
That is the position in which the justices
were placed on that oceasion, and being a
justice myself and knowing the diffieulties
with which they are somctimes confronted,
I feel justified in explaining to members the
actual position in which they stood at that
time.

Hon. W_ H. Kitson: Do yuu suggest that
they were acting on behalf of the whole of
the justices?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: They were act-
ing in aceordance with their ocath of al-
legianee {o the Crown, and in the best in-
terests of the peace which they have sworn
to maintain.

Hon. E. H. Gray:
Press reports,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Based upon
nothing but what they saw for themselves.
I know that the Executive have a right to
call upon them to put in their resignations,
if they think fit, but a justice has never
yet been called vupon to resignm, unless on
account of removal from the distriet, or
he himself has been guilty of a breach of the
peace or lack of allegiance to His Majesty.
In the circumstances it was only an act of
intimidation on the part of the Government,
who have not had the courage to call upon
those justices to resign. I am pleased
to know that the justices had the courage
to forward that letter to the (Government.
They acted in the best interests of the State
and are to be commended for the aection
they took.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They acted at the in-
stigation of the Employers’ Federation.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Nothing of the
sort: the hon. member is speaking without
any knowledge of the faets. The justices
actel withont bias, and they knew perfecily
well that the Government, every member of
whirh was ex officio a justice of the pesdce,
should have carried out the duty that they
themselves would have instrocted the police
to do had the necessity arisen. I hope the

Based upon faked
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Government will give due consideration to
the four peints I have mentioned.

HON. E. BOSE (South-West) [9.26]:
I congratulate the Government upon the
state of the finances. They, following in
the footsteps of the Mitchell administration
and by keeping down expenditure, have
achieved very creditable results. Sir James
Mitchell must be a proud man to-day in hav-
ing showered upon him the congratulations
bhe has received at seeing his prophecy of
three years ago fulfilled, a prophecy that
the State bad turned the corner and in three
or four years would show a credit balance
instead of a deficit. On the 30th Juane last
the deficit for the year stood at less than
£100,000, which was a very creditable
achievement. The improved financial posi-
tion of the State is largely due to the land
settlement policy of the previous Govern-
ment, and it shows that that policy was the
right one for the State. The greatest pro-
blem confronting us to-day is that of set-
tling this huge State. The development of
a territory like Western Australia requires
hroad-minded menr who are not afraid of
launching out on a policy of development
north, south and east. We have millions
of aeres of land that are well worthy of at-
tention, and I hope the present Government
will continue to open up the country as the
previous (Government were doing. More at-
tention should be paid to the North-West.
Having lived there for years, I know what
settlement the country is eapable of carrying.
The Government will have to tackle the
North-West in no parochial spirit. There
are in Western Australia to-day valuable
mines that are not being developed simply
because of the cost of development—and I
now refer especially to the North. Western
Australia has millions of acres of agricul-
tura] land awaiting development. The wheat
belt is advancing every year, though not so
fast as it might be. Neither are our rail-
ways being extended as rapidly as they
should be. The present Government, having
the opportunity of cheap money, might pro-
ceed with a scheme of railway extension.
Not having had the time, I have not as yet
gone through the report of the Royal Com-
mission on Group Settlement. Therefore I
shall not comment on it. However, it be-
hoves the Government to see that the rich
agricultural lands of the Sonth-West are
developed by closer settlement, T wounld
advise Ministers to re-introduce the Closer
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Settlement RBill of a couple of sessions ago.
If that messure were passed, the Government
could embark on a large drainage scheme in
the South-West, and settle thousands of farm-
ers there. We have land as good as is to be
found in any part of the world, undeveloped.
Durizg the last 12 months 1 have travelled
in various eountries, and I return more sat-
isfied than ever with the prospeects of West-
érn Australia. 'We have swamp and flat
lands equal to eountry selling in the Eastern
Slates at £100 per acre. With a careful
continuanee of the migration policy we shall
before long overtake the whole of the loenl
demand for farm produce. We are now
importing about £500,000 worth of butter
per annum. That, eertainly, is not as it
should be. We have the land, but there
are three things we want hadly for the de-
velopment of the land: men and women who
are willing to work, money for development,
snd markets for our produce when the eoun-
iry has been dJeveloped. Great Britain can
gupply us with all three requirements. 1
think the Premier’s visit to England will
do Western Australia much geod. The
han. gentleman's irip has broadened his
mind. He has rolbed shoulders with the
stotesmen and financiers of Great Britain,
and naw he will be able to rarry the burden
of the Premiership far more casily. As re-
zards the cheap money arranged for by the
Bruce Qovernment, it represents one of the
hest schemes ever offered to any part of the
world. The money is being obtained at 1
per eent. for the first five years, and at 2
per cent, for the next five years; which
means an allowance of about 40 per cent.
to cover losses. Those ferms are much
better than the terms of the agreement
negotiated by Sir James Mitchell in Ene-
land, though that agreement was considered
a most advantageons one when he made it.
One reason why I have risen this evening
is that Mr. Baxter has made certain re-
marks. Sneaking on Tuesday of last weel,
Mr. Baxter said—

What @’ the Government officials know of
the South-West? Very little.

Hon. J. Ewing: What about Mr, MeLarty?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Mr, McLarty is an office
man. If vou take him ont nf the ofice and
tell him that he is capable of advisine as to
what should be donc in the Sonth-West, I
cannot subseribe to the atatement.

Hou. T. Moore: What expericnre of devclop-
ment has he had, and wheret
_ fon. C. F. Baxter: Mr. McLarty has had
nn experience whatever in that direction.

[COUNCIL.]

Hou. T. Moore: Mr. McLarty did not do
much with his own land at Pinjarra.

Hon. J. Ewing: He has done wonderful
work for the country.

Hon. T, Moore: He has asked others to doit.

Hon. E. ROSE: Mr. McLarty was born
on a farm ot Pinjarra. His father, an old
and much respected member of this House
tor many years, was one of the most practi-
cal farmers in the South-West, He started
with nothing, and worked his way up to
an assured position by his own praetical
experience. Tlis sons who followed him—
one of them is the Cantroller of Group
Settlement—had as good a training as
anyone could possibly have. T have no axe
to grind in this matter, and hold no brief
for anybody; but I consider that Mr.
Baxter, before making that statement,
should have ascertnined what Mr. Me-
Larty’s experience has heen. Mv. McLarvty
worked very hard on that farm. When the
Inte Mr. Paterson went down to Pinjarra
for the purpose of asking Mr. McLarty to
assist him in the Agrieultural Bank, he found
him grobbing a tree on the farm. Mr. Me-
Larty has had experience from the bottom
upwards. His people’s farm in the Sounth-
West is as up to date as anvbody’s farm.
They had a dairy farm on which 60 or 70
cows were milked every day. Ie helped to
milk the cows, to rear pigs, and to do
fencing, and when he left the farm he knew
perfectly well what advice to give to farm-
ers. Mr. McLarty is perfectly qualified to
advise rezarding what is to be done in the
South-West, A public servant should not
be unfairly eriticised here, since he has not
the opportunity of replying.

Hon. T. Moore: He has been eriticised in
the Press.

Hon. J. R. Brown: This overtime makes
hon. members venomous.

Hon, E. ROSE: Mr, McLarty still has
an interest in a big farm in the Sounth-
West, and is up to date in all farming

methods. T helieve he has been in
the Apgricnltural Bank now for about
25 years. During that period he has

advanced some millions of pounds to farm-
ers, chiefly in the wheat belt; and a pood
part of that money has Vesn repaid. I
think the Leader of the Honse will bear
me ont in siating that in Mr. MeLarty we
have at the head of the group seltlement
scheme a man who can be thoronghly relied
upnn. a man knowing his work from A to
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Z. Mr. McLarty was next to the general
manager of the Agricultural Bank for about
20 years, and in 1920 became the general
manager, and if he does not know how to
advise on farming, very few ean do so. He
has had a hand in settling more farmers
on the land than any man in Australia.
After all, who, except Mr. MecLarty, has
liad the directing of the group setilement
scheme? Even apart from his experience,
Mr. Melarty 18 an extremely able man;
and he is assisted by capable officers. The
group settlement scheme is one of the best
schemes ever started, and I hope the
present Government will continue on much
the same lines. Mistakes have been made
in the scheme, as mistakes are made in all
large concerns, in business, in mining, and
in awricultnre alike. If 50 per cent. of the
settlers are successful, the groups are going
to he a great thing for Western Australia.
Some people say, ‘“‘Look at the waste of
money, and how are we going to meet our
obligations?" Anyone who has travelled
thrensh  the South-West must recognise
that the groups with their families are ome
of the best assets any country can have.
I have visited the groups, and I believe they
are going to be a great snccess. Only a few
years ago when the wheat belt was in process
of being settled, when men were being placed
at Yarding and Bruee Rock, the same com-
plaints were made. It was asserted that
money was being wasted and that the set-
tlers were starvinz. I well rememher the
late general seecvetary of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Assoeciation speaking at various
cenires in this strain, declaring that the
settlers were living in hessian huts, that
the women were eclothed in hessian, and
that the people had nothing to eat excepi
boiled whent and treacle. He said Sir
James Mitehell ought to be ashamed of
himge!f for prtting people out there in such
conditions. The same cry is being raised
now ahout the group settlements in the
South-West, but in a few years that will
all be over. Only by group scitlements can
the Snuth he settled. hecanze newcomers
cannot be exrected to isolate themselves as
we did when we were young. They are a dif-
ferent class of people, and the only way to
settle them is to put them in groups. More-
over, that is a much cheaper process, since
in connection with groups there are schools,
railway communication and so forth. I have
no fear whatever of the future of land
settlement in the South-West. Refer-
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ence is made in the Governor's Speech
{o the harbours of Western Australia. Sir
George Buchanan, the eminent British har-
bour expert, is at present in Weslern Aus-
tralia inspecting three of the principal ports
of the State. I am sorry that his sojourn
will mot permit of him inspecting other
ports as well. When land settlement is still
further extended and the production and
population of the State increased, we shall
bave to provide iraproved facilities at the
outer ports in order that we may ship our
produce away withont, as is necessary in
some ports in the North, lightering it to the
ships. At Geraldton a considerable amount
of money is being spent, and the wheat coun-
try in the hinferland warrants that expendi-
tare. The same applies to Albany and Bun-
bury. We also have such ports as Busselton
and Esperance, which will have to be pro-
vided with accommodalion to enable boats to
load our produce without difficulty. As a
member representing the Sonth-Western Pro-
vince I was pleased to note the cordial recep-
tion given by the Premier to a deputation
that waited upon him regarding the provision
of a power house at Collie. We hear com-
plaints about failures on the land, but those
men are not failures; they are merely mis-
fits. If the power siation is erecled, the
cheap current available will resnlt in the
establishment of secondary  industries
throughout the South-West, and that will
provide employment for a great many men
who may not have proved suitable for work
on the land. Put some of us in offices and
we would prove rank failures. The same
applies to some men who have been put on
the land. With the inauguration of the Col-
lie scheme, however, the creation of second-
ary industries should prove of great ad-
vantape to the South-West and to the State
generally. There are 8 number of other
points with which I could deal, but I have
no intention of delayving the House any
longer. I would not have spoken at all had
I not read the report of \Mr. Baxter’s com-
ments on Mr. MeLarty. It would not have
baen fair had I, as a representative of the
South-West, allowed his remarks to go un-
challenged. It was very pleasing to hear the
remarks of the last speaker regarding group
settlement. It came to us as representatives
of the South-Western province as a great
surprise because, as a rule, representatives
eoming from the wheat belt have spoken un-
favourably regarding the South-West and
group settlement. Therefore his remarks
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were sll the more pleasing. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [9.49]: I bave much
pleasure in joining with other members in
extending congratulations to Mr. Glasheen
on his eleetion as 2 representative of the
South-East Province. The fact that he has
been chosen by such an important provinece
to represent it in this House is testimony to
his abiiity and character. I feel sure from
the reputation he has earned that he will
prove to be & worthy suceessor to one who
has enjoyed the respect and esteem of us
all. It would fake & considerable time to
deal, even briefly, with all the questions
raised during the course of this debate. I
am sure if is not expected that I shall do
80. It will be enough if I toueh upon mat-
ters of partienlar interest from the stand-
point of the State, and of particnlar inter-
est to the provinees represented by members
in this Chamber. I thank Mr. Ewing for his
generous speech. He is not a member of
the party to which the Government belong,
He is a political opponent and was a Cab-
inet Minister in the Government who wers
defeated by the party to which I am at-
tached. In his speech he displayed a mag-
nanimity whieh I appreciate, but I cannot
follow his line of reasoning in all matters. He
peid a tribute to his late chief, Sir James
Mitehell, and it is only natural that he
should do so. I have no fault to find with
him in that respect. I do not wish to say
one word in depreciation of Sir James Mit-
chell. T have admired his zeal for land set-
tlement, his keen sense of honour, and the
fairness that characterised his administra-
tion. He exercised justice to every section
of the community, even to those who are
strongly opposed to him in political mat-
ters. My objection is not that Mr. Ewing
sounded the praises of Sir James Mitchell,
but to some of the arguments he used in sup-
port of his eulogy. He told us that when
Bir James Mitchell came into power, plenty
of people, including members of Parliament,
advocated the imposition of heavy taxzation
but that Sir James Mitchell declined to
adopt such a conrse.

Hon. J. Ewing: Quite true.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
most unsusual for members of Parliament to
advoeate heavy tazation.

Hon. J. Ewing: Mr. Pilkington did.

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
known members of Parliament to oppose
bitterly any imposition of heavy taxation.
In this instance the exception proves the
rule. What are the facis? Sir James Mit-
chell entered office as Premier of the State
on 17th May, 1919. He did not immediately
introduce a taxation measnre because there
was no necessity to do so. The Lefroy Gov-
ernment during the previous session had
raised the income tax to 2s. 6d. in the £ on
all incomes in excess of £4,766. Sir James
Miichell got the full benefit of that taxza-
tion. But he was not satisfed. In the fol-
lowing year, 1920-21, he increased the tax
to 4s. in the £ and imposed a super tax of
15 per cent. That super tax applied not
only to incomes but to land as well. For the
year 1922-23 there was a further inecrease,
but the exemption to married men was in-
ereased from £156 te £200. In 1923-24 that
flat rate of 4s. in the £ was made to apply
to incomes of £6,672 instead of to those of
£7,766 to which figure i had been
raised in the interim. The super tax
of 15 per eent. was also extended
to apply to dividend duties after Sir
James Mitehell’'s first year in office.
Therefore, it is quite incorrect for Mr.
Ewing to say that Sir James did not in-
crease taxation. Then again, he said that
Sir James Mitchell had claimed that he
would carry out a land policy that would
relieve the financial position. Later Mr.
Ewing said that Sir James started the group
settlement, and that it was the inauguration
of that scheme that had saved Western Aus-
tralia. Mr. Ewing had been speaking of the
deficit and the inference was that the estab-
lishment end carrying on of the group set-
tlement scheme had bad the effect of redue-
ing the deficit for the year to £59,000.

Hon. J. Ewing: I think so too.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You do?
I am unable to grasp that argument. I am
aware that the expenditure of loan money
is reflected in revenue, but we have been
spending enormons sums of loan money dur-
ing the last 15 years. When the deficit
reached its peak of abont £700,000, there
was probably a larger expenditure of loan
money than there was last year. The fact is
that the group settlement scheme bad noth-
ing whatever to do with the reduction of the
deficit or the improvement in the finances.
We all hope, and many of us believe, that
the scheme will be & sueeess, but so far it
has not contributed a single cent towards
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inlerest and sinking fund in connpection with
the loan expenditure on that work.

Hon. J. Ewing: What about the effect
upon the railways?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
scheme bas not helped, up to the present, to
save the State financially, whatever it may
do in the future. Ail will agree that the
prosperity of the State is due to inereased
production. That increased production has
been brought about mainly by two means.
The first represents the results of the policy
of egricultural railways for which the Wil-
son and Scaddan Governments were largely
responsible. During the first few weeks the
Seaddan Government were in office we real-
ised that the Wilson Government had placed
on the statute-book during the preceding
session Bills providing for 12 agricultural
railways and that we had to find money for
the construction of those lines. Among them
was the Mullewa-Wongan Hills railway of
nearly 300 miles. The Wilson and Scaddan
Governments did a great deal towards start-
ing the construction of agrieultural railways.
Those railways, however, created the deficit
for many years during which they did not
pay interest or sinking fund nor yet work-
ing expenses. It was then that the defieit
commenced to mount up. IDuring recent
years they have commenced to pay and many
of the railways have not only paid interest
and sinking fund but have also contributed
to Consolidated Revenwe in a fairly sub-
stantial way. Sir James Mitchell can claim
great credil in connection with that policy
of railway construction adopted by the Wil-
son Government. Sir James was Minister
for Lands in that Government and exercised
his influence with the Premier of the State
in those days to have the construction of
agrienltural railways made a prominent
plank in their political platform. The
second way by which the improvement has
been achieved is on account of Agricnltural
Bank advances. That policy helped in a
marked manner to stimulate production.
The Seaddan Government introdueed
an amendment to the Agrienltural Bank
Act which extended the limit of the
amount to be advanced from £750
to £2,000, in addition to whiech they
were likeral regarding loans ag well. In jus-
tice to Sir James Mitchell it has to be said
that he made a special feature of assistance
to settlers through the Agricultaral Bank.

Ay

He had the Aet further amended and the
trustees of the bank were enabled io ad-
vance pound for pound on improvements
carried ont on holdings. In this respect Sir
James did splendid work in the direction of
inereasing production and I wish to give him
every credit for it. The present Min-
ister for Lands (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
is pursuing a similar policy, and during the
first year he was in oflice, up to the 30th
April, 1925, he adianced £361,332 on loan
to settlers through the Agricultural Bank.
For a similar period Sir James Mitchell ad-
vaneed £353,825, or practically the same
amount as Mr. Angwin. Mr. Angwin was
just a little over the amount loaned by Sir
James, but that is neither here nor there.
[t may perhaps be just a little less during
the next year, but that is not lLikely.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Good seasons and
high prices for our produets bave accounted
for the reduced deficit.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We have
heard that before. During the last 15 years
there have been about 12 good seasons, yet
there has been no appreciable reduction in the
deficit. Others have said that the increased
income tax resuliing from the good season
has been responsible for the redmnetion of
the deficit. However, we have not collected
that yet. And, may T ask, how ean the good
season experienced in 1924-25 have any
effect on the amount of income tax the Gov-
ernment would have received?

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: If the good seasons
bad not been rezponsible, why are we so
much afraid of a drought at present?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Cer-
tainly the good season has not been respon-
sible for increased income taxation, because
the returns were only recently filled in and
submitted to the Tavation Commissioner.
We shall not derive that increased inecome
taxation until toward the end of this finan-
cial year. Mr. Stewart complained of the
ghortness of time allowed for the recent
South-East Provinee by-election. T com-
municated with the Chief Electoral Officer,
and T will read his explanation as follows:—

1. The Clerk of the Writs (myself) re-
ceived, on the 25th June last, a warrant from
the President of the Legialative Couneil order-

ing the issue of a writ for the holding of an
election in the South-East Province.

2. The writ was issued forthwith (on the
date of its receipt) as required by Section
67 of the Electoral Aet.
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3. The dates fixed were—Nominations, 3rd
July; polling day, 18th July; return of writ,
4th August.

4, So far as the intervening days are con-
cerned, these dates practieally coincide with
those for the South-West Provinee By-election
in 1923, the conditions of the two provinges
from an electoral standpoint, being practically
identieal, The South-West Provinee dates
were as follow—Tssue of writ, 19th June;
nominations, 27th June; pelling day, 14th
July; return of writ, 28th July.

No special effort, so far as T am concerned,
was made to hurry matters, but it should be
remeinbered that there is bound to be some
variation in periods beiween nomination and
poiling day owing to the necessity of adhering
to the general practice of holding all elections
on a Baturday,

5. Looking baek on previous by-elections
generally, [ find also that, with the exception
of the East Province, the intervening days for
province by-elections outside the metropolitan
area vary very little from those obtaining at
the recently-held South-East Province by-elee-
tion; in fact, in some cases the period inter-
vening between nomination ad polling days
are less,

Now that Mr. Stewart’s remarks have been
submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer, no
doubt that officer, when making future ar-
rangements, will provide for further fime
being given for the holding of by-elections.
Mr. Stewart also wanted information zbout
the extension of the railway for Denmark.
That question was before Cabinet and the
decision was arrived at that it could not be
comenced during the present finaneial year.
Mr. Stewart dealt with the light lands ques-
tion and suggested an amendinent of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act to
increase the acreage exempted for five
years from taxation. I am bringing
that matter under the notice of the
Minister for Lands, and I trust that
some action will be taken, as suggested
by Mr. Stewart. Mr. Stewart alse asked
what had heen done in regard to the
dedication of State forests. Not much has
been done, yet more has heen done than was
done during the previeus year. Up to the
30th June, 1924, some 54,099 acres were
dedicated, whereas last year the area dedi-
cated was 132,896 acres. The matter is hav-
ing the attention of the Survevor General.
The delay has heen due in large measure
to the absence from the State of ihe Pre-
mier, who is Ministerial head of the Forests
Department. No doubt now that Mr. Collier
is again here on the spot, he will go on with
further dedications. Mr. Potter, in urging
the elaims of Fremantle, stressed the amount
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paid into Consolidated Revenue by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust. That is not a good
argument. Fremantle is the gateway of the
State, and a vast proportion of the goods
that come to Western Aunstralia come through
Fremantle. Some of the revenue is contri-
huted by persons living thousands of miles
from Fremantle, Despite that, a number of
improvements are going on at the port, im-
provements involving a substantial amount
of money. During the last few years a
fairly large sim has been expended on the
port. I have obtained information from the
Fremantle Harbour Trust in respect of this
guestion, Tt is as follows:—

Work performed by the Public Werks De-
partment—deepening  entrance channel and
inner harbour to 36 feet:—In the year 1922.
23 the amount spent was £38,742, in 1923-2¢4
it was £35,538, and in 1924-25 it was £28,202,
The work was praetieally completed during
1024.23, very little remaining to be dome at
30th June, 1925,

Victoria Quay reconstruction: In regard
to this work very considerable progress
has been made in the replacement of Vie.
toria Quay with ferro-conerete piles and
a heavier timber superstructure to provide
for advaneced methods of handling goods.
Up to 30th June, 1925, 737 concrete
piles had been made and 283 driven in posi-
tion. A length of 400 feet of new wharf was
complefed and in use sinee December last.
The work of reconstrueting the whole quay
will go steadily on.

New Wharf Cranes: Four new cranes of
the Babcox & Wileox type of wharf gantry
level luffing electric eranes are in course of
vonstruction at a cost of £6,000 each., The
first of these cranes is approaching comple-
tion and the three remaining machines are well
in hand. These cranes are being paid for out
of Treasnry Suspense Account, These cranes
are heing constructed by the State Implement
Works, which is making an excellent job of
them. Tesirna are in hand for a 15 or 20-ton
crane for Victoria Quay, which it is proposed
to build at the State Implement Works, alse
out of Treasury Suspense Acecount.

Wheat Shipring Facilities: Considerable
alterations to railway lines at the North Quay
to facilitate the shipment of the promised
heavv wheat harvest next season are in hand
bv the Harbour -Trust, and a new grain shed
500 feet long hy 60 feet wide is being built
at the North Quay by the Public Works De-
partment, on the recommendation of the Har-
bour Trust Commissioners, to cost £11,000;
this will be ready for the coming season.

Precoanling of Fruit for Shipment: The Har-
bour Trust Commi=gioners, at eonsiderable cost,
fitted one shed at Vietoria Quay with ventil-
ating doors and roof eowls to ventilate fruit
stacks prior to shipment, and the frunit shippers
have eupressed themselves as well asatisfied
with the work.
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So it will be seen from this report that Fre-
mgatle is in no way negleeted, that both the
Government and the Harbour Trust recog-
nise its needs aud will not spare money re-
quired to effect necessary improvements. The
question of the dry dock is one requiring
careful examination. When I was a member
of the Daglish Government we proposed 1o
establish a floating dock at Fremantle at a
eost of £150,000. This was announced by
Mr, Daglish, and as a result indignation meet-
ings were held at Fremantle and Mr. Dag-
lish was strongly denounced. The proposed
floating dock had to be abandoned. Then a
graving dock was proposed and a Bill was
introduced to provide for the establishment
of such a dock. The Bill was carried by one
vote in this Chamber, and I touk the respon-
sibility of easting my vote in its favour.
However, it proved a ghastly failure. Now
the question of a dock at Fremantle must
receive consideration. It will involve & heavy
expenditure of money, and the Government
will first have to be satisfied as to its abso-
Iute necessity. Mr. Willmott referred to
the Collie power scheme, but there has since
been a deputation to the Premier, and he
knows the result. Mr. Willmott also alluded
to the delay in the taking over of the line
from Jarnadup to Pemberton. The Railway
Department made an inspection of the line
on the 23rd October of last year and found
it to be in a very unsatisfactory condition.
The Railway Department’s engincer was un-
able to certify to its heing fit for traffic,
consequently it was not taken over, for it
would involve a pretty heavy expenditure to
put the line in proper repair. The sawmills
are retaining control of the railway for the
time being. Mr. Nicholson said that sugar
beet might be one of the commodities capable
of being grown by group settlers. It is
essential to the produetion of sugar beet that
the land should be good, deep and friable.
At Maffra, in Vietoria, the soil on which
beets are grown consist mostly of river flats
having several feet of loams. Sugar beet,
I am informed by the Agrienltural Depart-
ment, ¢annot be grown under pioneering con-
ditions; intensive eunltivation is essential to
a degree to which the bulk of our settlers
have not attained. It is also a summer plant
and requires moisture during the summer
months. At Maffra the average annuel rain-
fall is over 21 inches, of which something
like 12 inches falls during the sommer
months, Qctober to March, and about 9
inches between April and September. Even
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at Maflra for the most satisfactory results
irrigation must be resorted te. It is con-
sidered that in portions of the South-West
of this State, where the climatic conditions
are most favourable, the production of this
crop could be satisfactorily achieved. The
rainfall in the South-YWest ranges from 30
ins. to 40ins, anneally, but culy a small per-
centage of it falls during the summer
months. Therefore, except in picked spots
it is probable the ecultivativn of beet in West-
ern Australia ¢an only he carvied on under
irrigation eonditions. .\ nuber of trials
with sugar beet have been made in this State,
Lhe results indicating that it is possible to
produce satisfactory returns and that the
quality is surerior to the aversge quality of
the beet produced in America; but it has not
been proved to such an extenl as to justify
anyone in embarking upon tlie enterprise on
a commercial scale. I agree that experiments
should be carried out, and un doubt the mat-
ter will in due course receive the attention
of the Agricultural Department. Mr. Baxz-
ter referred to the appointment of a succes-
sor to the late Mr. Basil Murray on the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, He thinks a re-
presentative of the produccrs should have
been appointed. I agree that the producers
could put up a good case in support of their
claims. The position was that the members
of the Trust were appointed by a previons
Governmenf, and the present Ministry had
no representative amongst the Commis-
sioners. We required one member there who
would proteet our interests. A representa-
tive of the Lumper's Union was appointed
by the Scaddan Governruent, and re-ap-
pointed during the term of successive ad-
ministrativns. The appointment of that
gentleman in many inatances prevented the
ceeurrence of industrial disputes. But the
Government required a man who, while sym-
patﬁetic with their policy eruld view mat-
ters from every angle and thcy found him in
Mr. McMahon. He was in the employment
of the Trust, he knew everything about the
harbour, and had the confidence of all sec-
tions of the community. It was recognised
that his services as Commissioner would be
of great value. Mr. MeMahon oceupied a
high position in the Labour movement. That
would be considered by some sufficient dis-
gualification. In the eyes of o few no La-
bour man is fit to fll a responsible public
position. That is the view prevailing in some
guarters, and Mr. Bazter hinself seemed to
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1 rovide the fuel. Referring tc Mr. Taylor's
re-appointment he sajd—

T had to put wp a good fight to keep a re-
prescutative of the Lahour class on the board.
With whom? Nobt with narrow political
partisans, but with a Cahinet that had the
reputation of being broad minded, which
everyone took to be broad minded, and which
in the end proved to be broad minded. There
is a Biblical utterance which assures us that
bread cast upon the waters wi'l return after
many days. I will keep Mr. [uxter in mind,
and I hope that when the time comes it will
not be necessary for me to put up a good
fight in order to secure the representation
of the producers upon the Trust. Mr.
Gray. attacked the Education Department
over the distribution of wilk in the State
schools. Poor Edncation De; artment! It
hed nothing whatever to do with the distri-
b-tion, for that had been arranged by the
vendors and individual teacierz. The De-
partment simply gave its consent. The
n.ovement was not a suecess. In the early
stages the bulk system was adopted and
proved fairly satisfactoew.  Subsequently,
t"e milk was sapplied in bottles, but the
l'ottles did not contain more than a quar-
ter of a pint of milk. At an early
stage tronble arose with some of the
teachers, They complained that the dis-
tvibution was interfering with the sehool
work of the chldren, and they nurged
that the vendors should arrange for the dis-
tribution. Various rerorts came in as to the
nuality of the milk. In some cases it was
said to be of a peeuliar flavour, in other
eases to he undrinkable and had to be thrown
away. Other people compliined that the
milk was sour, and a further report stated
that it contained dead flies. The ciimax was
reached when Dr. Dale stepyed in and pro-
nounced the system unsatisfactory. The dis-
tribution of milk in bottles was prohibited
by the Department of Public Health who
were satisfied that, until proper precautions
were taken to prevent baeteria from multi-
plying in the bottles, it would be a grave
blunder to permit the system {o continue in
the metrorolitan area. I cannot understand
why the FEdueration Department was sub-
jerted to this ecritieism. I have heen
arproachel by members and by dif-
ferent ritizens who were under the im-
pression that the responstbi'ity was cast up-
on the Edneation Denartmeni. The Depart-
ment simply pave their consent to the sys-
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tem, and as soon as it reached ihe ears of the
Public Health De artment tha! ithere were
dead flies in the milk, that the milk was
sour and had to be thrown away, the Health
Dej artment concluded the system would be
a menace to the health of the children, al-
though there was no objection to the bulk
system if it were properly established. Mr.
Gray advocates a prison farm. [ am heurt-
ilv in accord with the sugzwe-tion, but the
question of finance comes in. TF we had a
prizson farm we could grow ull the veget-
ables and turn out all the duiry produce
required by the different charitable institu-
ttons, but I feel certain lat opposition
would soon arrive. The zurlencrs and
dairymen would be up against it. There
is a prison printery at YTremantle. It is
doing good work for different charitable
institutions, and also supplies stapled pads
for the Education Department. There is &
movement on foot to abolish that printery.
Besides doing the work for charitable insti-
tutions and the Education Department, which
distributes the pads free, the prison printery
prints a newspaper fortnightly for the pris-
oners. It keeps the men intelligently oceu-
pied, and has a most beneficial effect upon
them. Refractory characters have heen sent
there and their conduct has been considerably
impraved, as is the case with all the other
workrooms. Nevertheless those engaged in
the frade in the wmefropolis are trying to
secure the abolition of the prison printery.
It will not be done with my consent. Mr.
Gray further suggests that prisonera sheould
he employed on reforestation work. I think
that would evoke even greater hostility. We
bave a large fund for reforestation, and it
could readily be contended that thia money
should he expended in providing work for
ihe unemploy~sd. If there is objection to
continuing the printery at the prison, there
would be gtill stronger objeetion to the em-
ployment of prisoners on reforestation work.
While Mr. Gray gives praise for improve-
ments effected by the administration to the
Hospital for the Insane, he thinks we ought
o o0 abroad to secure an alienist of the
highest gualifications. There are many op-
portunities for reform at this institution,
but it is not the fault of the Inspector Gen-
eral that they have not been brought about.
From time to time he has made appeals to
enccesgsive (overnments to assist him in
earrying out essential reforms, but owing to
the financial position it was imposgible to
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belp himi. [ have increased the number of
doetors at the institution by one, but it
eould well be increased by many more.
There are 1,100 patients there and only two
doctors, apart from the Inspector General,
to attend to them. There shonld he at least
10 doctors. There should also be greater
classification of patients. At present there
are only five classifications whereas there
should be at least a dozen, which would mean
more buildings and heavier egpenditure.
When members of this House or another
place criticise the Inspector General for the
existing state of the institution they should
temember it is not his fault, and that he has
been pleading with every Qovernment for
the last 10 years to help and he has pleaded
in vain.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: When there should
be 10 doctors and there are omly two, are
not two rather too few?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
appointing an additional doctor.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: That would make

three, Even there the disparity is rather
too great.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1n

order to achieve the object in view and have
effective treatment and bring about the
necessary cures, there should be a large and
efficient medical staff there.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Wauld you go to
five?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will
do my best in process of time. We are
building a mental reception home at Point
Heathcote at a cost of something like £40,000
and making provision for about ¢ inmates.
The patients will remain in the home until
they are certified, and will only be certified
if they are proved after a process of treat-
ment to be insane. They will go in uncerti-
fied, and as a last resort will be sent to the
Hospital for the Insane at Claremont. Mr.
Burvill put up a good case with regard to
the disa-dvantages from which Albany is suf-
fering for lack of connection with the wheat
areas, which are nearer to it than to the other
ports. I congratulate him upon his efforts.
I have much sympathy for Albany, and will
impress upon the Government the necessity
for investigating the possibility of con-
structing the railways he advocaied. There
will have to be a good deal of preliminary
investigition first.
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Hon. A. Burvill: At preseni we are bring-
ing bran and pollard from Sonth Australia
to Albany,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Mr.
Burvill reterred to the reduction of railway
rates. He said that in the Governor's Speech
it was stated that all sections had received
special concessions in the case of reduced
rates, and be added that the worker came in
for £63,000, the merchants and manufae-
turers cawe second, while the farmers came
practically nowhere. I cannot follow his
statewents. harly last year the Premier
asked the Commissioner of Taxation to sup-
ply him with figures as to the amount of land
tax received by reason of the increase in the
rate of the tax. He stated that the amount
would be approximately £45,000. It was
decided to reduce the railway rates as fol-
lows: £15,000 on supplies specially required
by the agrienltural industry, £11,000 on
supplies sp.ecially needed by the mining
industry, and £17,000 on commodities
used by farmers, miners, and the gen-
eral community. The freights on goods
between Perth and Fremantle were re-
duced by £2,000 a year. This makes up
the £45,000. The percentage of land tax im-
posed is 42.30 per cent., metropolitan-suburb-
an; .43 goldfields town, and other towns 5.45;
conntry 40.84, and pastoral leases 10.98.
Aithough the metropolilan and subuorban
areas contribute 42.3 of the tax, they get
only 4.4 per cent. of the £45,000. This is
only right, because land values in the metro-
politan area have been inereased by reason
of the de- eloj ment in the country. Of course
the farmers now pay munch more by way of
land tax than they paid formerly. For some
years past there have been revaluations of
properties which have resulted in an increase
of the assessments, but the Government
never promised to give a reduetion of freights
to the extent of the inereases resulting from
revaluations.  What the Government pro-
mised to pive were reductions to the amount
received hy reason of doubling the land tax,
and those reductions have been given, I am
totally unable to follow Mr. Barvill's state-
ment that the workers have benefited to the
extent of £63,000.

Hon. A. Burvill:
wages?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The re-
duction has been fairly distributed; it repre-
sents a very little relief in each instance,
but the Government will not have the bene-

What about increased
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tit of any of that mouey for their own pur-
poses. No payment is made to the Railway
Department, but the revenue of that depart-
ment must suffer to the extent of £45,000 a
year. The returns for last month show that
the department bas suffered to the extent of
£4,000 for the month.

Hon. V. BHamersley: Was not that due to
increased wages?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Noj; but
there has been an inerease of expenditure
owing to increased wages. I did not intend
to refer to the recent strike. I have no sym-
pathy with strikes. 1 think that industrial
disputes should be settled by the ordinary
process of law laid down by the legislature.
Dr. Saw, in his efforts to explain an in-
judicious interjection he made the other even-
ing, stepped a little over the bounds. He
seemed to be bordering on the hysterical
in the course of his address. No doubt he
had been reading the leading articles in a
section of the Press which stated that there
had heen atrocities, ounirages, and anarchy.
Those are general statements with which it
is impossible to deal; one can only dea) with
something that is speeific. If 1 am accused
of being a thief, I want to know what I stole
and when I stole it, and if I am accnsed of
perpetrating atrocities and outrages, and
being eoncerned in anarchy, I want partieu-
‘ars of the charge. No particnlars have
been furnished to this House by Dr. Saw or
anyone else: simply wgeneral statements
have been made. What about the stink
hombs? It was stated that the strikers
threw stink Lombs. Does Dr. Saw know
who threw them. T do, and the people
respongitle were certainly not econnceted
witlt the Labonr Party. Stink bomhs were
thrown bv people who were hostile to the
TLabour Partv, and it is generally known
by whom they were thrown. Teleerams
were despatched to the Fastern States and
cahlegrame to Ensland stating that the stink
bonhs had heen thrown by strikers. In some
instances the word “stink” was omitted, and
the statement ran that hombs had been
thrown. There was picketing. Should
picketing e suppressed?

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: That form should
have heen.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: We had
pic-etint durine the civil service strike and
durin? the teachers’ strike—ricketing in its
most extrrme form, Did the Government
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of the day attempt to suppress it? Picketing
| revented the payment of employees in Gov-
cihment depurtments, and the Government
took no action. We are told that the Gov-
ernment during the recent strike were blood-
less and s;ineless. 1 knew a Government
who thought they had hackbone. I remember
the Fremantle strike of 1919. I was not a
member of Parliament at the time, but T was
in Perth in my capacity as a newspaper
man, Having beard that there was going to
be trouble, I decided to he present, and I
know a good deal of what took place at that
time. Someone organised a gang of glori-
fied roughs, and took them to Fremantle by
steamer with the objeet of breaking the
stiike. They had been fortified with strong
liguer, and they had a police force at their
hack, an armed foree with bayonets. There
were 800 lumpers, and about 80 police con-
stables armed with rifles and bayonets were
put in front of them, The people were
so incensed that the 800 lumpers
were augmented by about 4,000 other
reople at Fremantle, and the 8u
police charged the erowd. One man was
killed and another was bayoneted. What
was the position after that? Within a
quarter of an hour of that ocenrrenee, a
high official of the Government put up the
white flag. It is seaveely currect to say it
was a white flag becanse T am informed it
was a white handkerchief attached to an
umbrella, That was the humilinting posi-
tion that developed rwing to the interfer-
ence by a previous {+nvernment in a strike.
It has heen asked why did not the police
prosecute during the recent strike. Where
were the members of the Justices Assveia-
tion, who Mr. Yelland said had power to
arrest, if there were Yraaches of the Iaw?¥
There was only one prosecution during the
whole of the strike, but anven2 had lilerty
te proseeute if an offence had been cow-
mitted against him. A poor unfortunate
returned soldier was struck in the {ace hv
a givl. He took the ease to the police court
and t¥e oirl was fined about 30s. That was
the only prosecution. Take that and place
it =ide by side with the Fremanrtle demon-
stration snd rememher the humiliating
position in whieh the Government were
placed after their failure to hreak the strike!
Dr. Saw was pot assoeriated with that Gov-
ernment, it that (fovernment was an off-
shoot from n Alinistry to which he was
attnched. Mr., Yelland had auother and a
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new reason for the reduction of the defieit.
He said the bauolaze of estra wheat bad asided
£80,000 to the railway revenue. But what
about the corresponding expenditure? I am
informed by the Minmister for Railways that
wheat is not carried by the department at a
profit, or else at very little prolit indeed. if
the revenue from the extra five million
bushel> of wheat was £80,000, there must
have been something like a corresponding ex-
penditure. How then ean it be said that the
£80,000 revenue from extra wheat reduced
the deficit?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Is it asscrted that
the carringe of wheat does not result in any
profit?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Very
little, if any. That is the eomplaint of the
Railway Deyartment.

Hon. II. Stewart: That statement is fre-
quently made, but it has never been proved.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY : Many
other subjeets have engaged the attention of
hon. members, There have heen requests for
new railway construetion and Government
expenditure in various direetions, but it is
not possible for me to deal in a definite man-
ner with those requests at present. They are
questions which have not come before Cab-
inet for deeision, and in the eireumstances it
will e realised that I am not in » position
to give any indication as to how they may be
viewed by the Government. There has been
criticism, but nthe majority of cases it has
been fair comment on the actions of the
Ministry. It is what every Government
bas been subjected to, and so iong as base
motives a~e not imputed—and such have not
been imputed during the ecourse ¢f the debate
—the criticisms of hon. members will be
accepted by the Ministry with fitting
respect.

On motion by Hon, T. Moore, dehate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 1044 p.m.
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The SPEAWER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST, EXPEN-
DITURE.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Premier :
What aniounts of public money have lLeen
spent during the past 12 months in ihe Pil-
baia, Roebourne, and Kimberley electorates,
separately ¢

The PREMIER replied: T present two
statements containing the information de-
sired by the hon. member, one of which in-
cludes the expenditure on the Wyndham
Meat Works.

QUESTION—STATE TARMS.
Crops and Rainfall.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, How many bushels of wheat
and oats per inch of winter rainfall are ob-
tained at the Merredin State farm? 2, How
many bushels of wheat and oats per inch of
winter rainfall are obtained at the Chapraan
State farm?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Assuming that by “winter rain-
fall” is meant that falling from May to Sep-
tember, the number of bushels of wheat ob-
tained per inch of rainfall at the Merredin
experiment farm ranged from 224 to 3.03,
an average of 2.39, and the number of
bustels of oats obtained rer inch of rainfall
ranged from 1.41 to 4.92, an average of 2.38.
Assuming that the “winter rainfall” is mennt



